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THE PREEMASON. 



CHAPTER I. 



ThiB 18 a new way of heggiAgt and a neal one. 

FLnCHBB'8 Pl2»OBIM. 



In manhood a severe disappointment will 
of ten produee inaetion ; in youtli, on the eon- 
traiy, the momentary depression whieh it eauses 
is generally followed by restlessnessand activity, 
beeause prudenee, whieh frequently ehills the 
ardour of maturity, is not numbered among its 
attributes. Thus alone ean we aeeount for 
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2 sakdoval; or, 

* Sandovars resolution of retuming to thoee 
plaees wbieh he had left in disgust, and in 
whieh, known and beset by enemies, he eould 
not fail to be exposed to dangers as great as he 
hoped to eseape by nying from the province 
whieh had been the seene of the late rebellion. 
But the truth is, that there were pther motives 
sufficiently powerful in themselves to induoe 
him to retum to Logrono, and risk all the 
perils with whieh sueh a step was likely to be 
attended. 

ReAeetion, whieh invariably follows violent 
anger, though only in those who are eapable of 
it at any other time, had mueh tempered the in- 
dignant feelings whieh had urged hira to eon- 
demn Gabriela as a faithless and perfidious 
woiiiati, He now thought he had judged too 
hastily of an aeeident^ whieh though sufficiently 
mysterious, was not so conclusive as to warrant 
suspieions whieh destroyed in an instant that 
diaraeter for eonsisteney, innoeenee of mind, 
and warmth of affection whieh she Tiad mani- 
fested ever sinee he had beebme acquainted with 
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THE FR£EMASOK. 3 

'her. Desirous, therefore, to do her ample jus- 
tiee, and no less anxious to have the mystery of 
Permin's noetumal yisit to her explained, he 
eame to the resolution^o^ requesting an inter- 
riew with his brother ; and, should he find that 
her aSeetion for him had really vanished, saeri- 
fice to Fermin hi^ hopes of happiness on earth. 
This' determination cx)st him many a struggle 
before he sueeeeded in making it ; but his high 
minded generosity at last triumphed, though, if 
the whole truth must be told, it was not alto- 
gether urimingled with a eertain portion oi the 
prideof self-martyrdom ; and, now andihen too, 
the reflection, that tlie heart of a womaa who 
eould waver between him and another was not 
w(Mth possessing, imr its loss hardly worth la- 
menting, eame in U^ assist in reeoneiling him 
to his fate. Aeeordingly, on eoming within two 
leagues of Logtono, he sent Roqu^ upon this 
message, and, turning away from Ihe high road, 
oitered a path leading to a farm, whieh ad- 
joiQed a small village. The tenant of this plaee ' 
Mras an bonest husbandman, rough and blimt in 
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M§ speeeh and manners ; but, like the'generality 
6t these men throughout Gastile, frank, kind- 
' hearted) and possessing strong good sense, inixed 
with shrewdness as well as an unbending eon- 
seiousness of his independenee. As this honest 
farmer had known Sandoyal from his earliest 
infancy, and had received from our hero's father 
many important favours, SandovaI resolved to 
seek an asylum in his house, until he eould de- 
vise some plan by whieh he might more effec- 
tually evade the perseeutions to whieh he was 

exppsed. 

In approaehing the plaee of his destiMition^i . 
through an open eountry, partly of vineyaicl 
' ground, and pardy of wood and arable land, he 
now and then eaught sight of th'e house, whieh, 
Hke most farms in this piat of Spain, did not 
present in its exterior a very symmetrieal ob 
attraeti^e appearanee. It was built of unbaked 
brieks, and exhibited on one side of it a little door 
at one of the extremities ; on one side of it there 
^ere sevCTal low iron^^ated windows belongihg 
to the' ground floor, and three half ruined bal- 
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tx>mes' aboye, duly deeoiatod witb braneliel^ Qf 
bonseerated p^dm, whidh our lioat had reedyed 
mheu he onee attended ih his ca|)a«ity of ^teward 
cfF die Palm Sunday proeession, and wl&h served 
the housein plaee ot an dteotrieal eonduetor, as 
well as a preservatiye against the arts ot the d^ 
and the witehes, if perehanee any eame to segoum 
in the yillage. Near the high projecting roof 
were some large holes, having 'neither glazing 
nor shutters, through whieh seores of sparrows 
got aeeess to the graharies. The door, whieh 
opened into a kind of portal or passage, had 
the upper af the two ee^npartments, into whieh 
' it was divided, enelosed, and the lower shut, as 
is eustomary. Here Sandovaij Wving flrst 
alig^ted and ti^d his horse to <me Qf the iron 
rings'whieh were Ssod to tiie w^aU a£ th^ larm, 
paased, aud iittered the usual salutadein»*^:^!^^ 
Moria Puritima, befare he eDtdred.tiie theesh- 
oid.. •. :- .[ '■: 

* Conce)ved without sin» 
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and loud voice of the honest landlord, vho was at 
the moment in the parlour with his wife and 
family, and with the priest ef the ndghbourin^ 
yillage, who had just arrived to settle with him 
about sending him the tithes of what he hini- 
self had ealeulated the harvest of eom, oIives> 
wine, &c. would amount to. 

SandovaI entered the room where this party 
were assembled, and was immediately received 
by the fanner and his wife with a elose eml»*ao&^ 
" Weleome to our house,'* eried both with one ac- 
eord,; " #e rgoiee at seeing that you haye not 
forgotten us, though there are strange things 
afloat eoneeming you." 

The priest, who sat ih theonly arm ehairthere 
was in the house, nodded grayely as Sandoval 
made bis obeisanee to him, while the tbree little 
boys, who were present, approaehed their new 
guest eautiously, with their thumbs stuek in their 
open mouths, and their large dark eyes eonsider- 
aUy distended asthey .gazed with in^antme 
euriosity on the strtoger, whose military ap- 
parel excited both their wonder and awe* — 
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*' Hipolito," said the fannet*s wife to herhusband, . 
'^ did you eyer see sueh a fiiie man as our Senorito 
is grown? Little did I think when I used to 
dandle him in my arms, €knd when he was no 
higger than one of our brats, that I should see 
him one day taller than yourself." - 

^^ Gro, and fetch some refreshments for him 
quickly; and tell FraQcisco to take his hprse to 
the stable, and feed him well," said the tio* 
Hipolito, ^'and you may then wonder as mueh as 
you please. Meantime, SeSor Don GaHsto, sit 
you, down, and we will talk presently about what 
eoneerns you, even more than me. At pj(*esent I 
must hear out our SeSor eura^ bere, who is eome 
for his shareof our eamings:" 

** Whieh beloDgs to us by divine-right," imme- 
diately added the priest, who held in his hand a 
eash-book, m whieh there was an exact inventory 
of the amount of the farmer's seeds, grains, and 

* Tio means literally unele; but tbis appellation is 
^iven to tbe peas&Dts in most parts of Spain, and par- 
t«eular]y in Gastile* 

t Gueate, or pa^isb priest. 
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all other ftmts of the farm, of wUeh he demand- 
ed 'the tenth, even to the last fraction, without 
diseounting the espenees of sowing, reaping, 
manuring, labour, eonyeyanee, and a thousand 
otherdisbursements — ^** for," eontinued he, "as 
one of our wisest kings (our present excepted) 
said, in speaking of the tithes— ^ this is the word, 
beeause it is the tenth part of every thing whieh 
must be ^yen, and henee the ehnstians lay it 
always aade ; and the Saints, who spokeof it, 
shewed by as many reasons as they eould, that 
men ought to give the tenth part of everything, 
rather than any other number ; beeause, in the 
firstplace, our God ereated ten orders of angels, 
one of whieh having, on aeeount of their pride, 
fallen, he wished to eomplete it from the lineage 
of men ; and, in the seeond, beeause our Grod 
gave to Moses ten eommandments, whieh he 

ordered should be kept, that men should Iive 
well with eaeh other, and abstain from eommit- 
ting^those sins whieh he eondemns ; and thereby 
meet with no evil hereafter. But there is yet 
another reason why men should give the tenth 
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part, and it is, beeause of tbe ten senses God 
gave them, to enable them to perform all their 
works^ to preserye and better themselveS) V> ^t 
wisely, and keep senipulously the ten eommand* 
ments of the la w, so that by following thehumility 



e^ our Lord Jesus Ghrist, they shall merit to 
obtain that plaee whieb the tenthorder of angels 
lost by their pride.'* Sueh are the very words 
of one whose great wisdom is proverbial^ and who 
besides was a king. Witbout tberefore brin^ng 
liadn texts from the seriptures, whieh you don't 
understand, to support these reasons, I shall only 
mention one or two eases, that happened when I 
was vi€ar in a vi]lage of Galieia, and whieh prove 
how dangerous it is to withhold fix>mtheholy 
ministers of our mother ehureh the premises due 
to her.*' 

These last words seemed to be addressed 

• Don AlphouMo the Wise^ Tit. XX. part. I. In this 
kigeniotis pieee of reaaoning» his maje8ty shows, that he 
learned mathematies and astronomy to ^me purpoae. It 
is laughable to observe, how he reduees eyerything to 
numbers f hvi still more so, that he should haye doubled 
the number of senses to answer his purpose better., 

B 8 
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prineipally to tia Agustina, the farmer's wife, 
who having given her direetibns, to Francisco, 
as she had been desired bv her lord and master, 
had immediately retumed to llsten to the priest'» 
diseourse, unwilling to lose any part of it; for 
besides having the reputation of being the 
village devotee, whieh it was ineumbent upoa 
her to preserve, she was always very mueh 
edified by the little stories with whieh the Senor 
Cura was in the habit of embellishing his ^x- 
hortatTons; In order, therefore, not to lose the 
best part of the priesrs speeeh, ;she tumed 
sharply round to the ehildren, to eommand 
silenee; but the latter, who had seized on San- 
doval*s military hat, sword, and whip, as soon 
as their first surprise had passed, and who were 
now amusing themselves as noisily as they 
oould ; the one who had obtained possesbion of 
the hat, making profound bows to the eompany, 
and mimieking the priest's speeeh, anotber 
riding on the sword as hard as he eould, and 
the third running after him eraeking his whip, 
and hallooing as loudly as his little lungs per* 
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mitted, did not seem at all inelined to eomply 
with their mother^s desire. Tbis produeed an 
altereation between the eontendihg parties, dur- 
ing whieh t&e ^other was obliged to have 
reeourse to herdistaff, with whieh sbe sueeeeded 
in arguing them out of the room; -after whieh 
she re-entered* and sat down to hear the rest of 
the priest*s diseourse. 

" You must know, tia Agustina,''' resumed the 
priest, " that there was a wieked sinner in a 
Tillage of Galieia, of whieh I was vicar^ so Httle 
oon^ientious, so lost to God and his saints, that 
in measuring the oom for the ehureh, he made 
use of false measures to eheat her of her due. 
This horrible Iraud God permitted foi: half a 
dozi^ times^ though not without some warnings, 
sueh as &ightful dreams, and little Gts of illness ; 
stiU the sinner attempted it a seventh time, when 
ane of his eyes started at least an ineh and 
a half from its soeket ; and on the eighth time he 
eemmitted the deadly sin, the other did the 
aame; but will you believe that he took no 
' waming from sueh a marked testimony of God's 
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wrath, and that he attempted the fraud a ninth 
tkne ? Yet sueh "was the fae't, but horrible was 
the punishmoit! for suddenly his tongue was 
seen hanging nearly a foot out of his moutb» 
and in this Jiorrific state he remained, exhibit- 
ing a frightf ul speetade to the world, until he 
restored to the ehureh what he had so ^saeri- 
legiously withheld from her. The other ease,^ 
eontinued he, *^ is no less affecting. A hus- 
bandman had a vineyard and a daughter. She 
was as iair as a May Aower, and the yineyard as 
productive as a man eould well wish. When 
the yintage eame, the father formed the wieked 
intention of sending no tithes to the lagar* be- 
longing to the chu]x;h, and, horrible to relate, 
on the day of the yintage he found the whole 
yineyard dried up^ and his beautiful daughter a 
lifeless eorpse beneath one of the vines i Hiir 
despair may be iilaiigined; he ran distractedlj 
about the eountry, and elimbing up to the 
summit of a high roek, sought the most predpi- 

* The plaee where the grapes are pressed. 
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tous side, and taking a furious leap, dashed 
hiz!iself into the yawning abyss below. Thus 
does God punish * the defrauder of our mother 
ehureh in this world. And not only in this, 

far in the next the etemal Aames shaU make the 

• 

very marrow of hi6 bones boil within them, and 
bum without being eonsumed. As for your- 
8elves, my' dear parishioners, I need not reeom- 
mend you to aet like good Ghristians, and send 
the pranises to the yillage as soon and as 
exactly as the ehureh eommands ; f or I am sure 
you will do it of your own good will, and from 
your strong sense of Ghristian duty.^ 

Saying this, he took his large round hat, 
gaye his hand to the little brats who had stolen 
into the room again, and now skulked down 
on their knees to kiss it, wrapped himself up in 
his ample blaek eloak, and with a ^^ May 6od 
pour out on yoii all his blessings,^ walked o\it 
of the house with beeoming gravity of de- 
meanour, aeeompanied as far as the door by the 
honest landlord, who immediately after re-en- 
tered the toom, shaking his head and saying. 
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*' Ayei I eould have swom he wpuld not leave 
in the inkstand* his everlasting stoiies of hea- 
venly visitations on those who keep a few hand- 
f uls of their own eom, or a few bunehes of their 
own grapes ; and 111 wager anything, that next 
week he'll honour us again with a visit to treat 
about the tenth of tbe fowls, ehiekens, and eggs, 
of the swine, sheep, and lambs, of tbe oxen, 

oows, and- calves of the " 

Here a salutation of ** Deo Graiias^ at the 
door interrupted the tio Hipolito's diseourse, 
and presently a Franciscan friar, with his grey 
frock, large girdle, witb a rosary suspended 
to it round his waist, the beans of whieh were 
almost the size of eggs, and a round straw hat 
equal in shape and size to a good large parasol, 
made his appearanee. He had on his shoulder 
a pair of alforfaSff and on his left arm an 
empty saek. ^^ Good moming, sister Agustina,^ 
said he, walking up to her, and sitting in the 

• Defar en el tintero, leave in the inkstand» or to 
forget 

tSaddlebags. 
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• » 

arm-ehair with all the authority of an humlble 
seryant of God. " Good morning, gentlemen. 
Hard times, these, sister Agilstina, for our poor 
eommunity. I know not how it happens, but 
the faithf ul seem to hang baek in their alms to 
our convent, and our poverty is extreme this 
year. Only think, our Reverend Father, Alonso, 
your yenerable father Confess6r, went yesterday 
without his ehoeolate in' the moming, beeause 
the pious lady who furnished him'usually with 
a few pounds of , it^ dying tbe other day, no one 
has had the kindness to remember that he still 
remains inthis world. Poor holy man! how 
dejected he looked ! He was so distressed, 
that he eould not go to the Confessional, as he 
always does, sp that I fear we shall soon lose him.'' 
The tia Agustina was mueh moved at this 
pathetie aeeount. She immediately got up, and 
opening a large ehest, whieh oeeupied a eorner 
of the room, took out of it six eakes of ehoeo- 
late, weighing an ounee eaeh, and putting tbem 
into the friar'*s hand, said, " There, brother. 
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give that to his Reyerenee, and tell him he shall 
hear froin me before they are out, and that I 
hope fae Mdll indude me in his prayers.^ 

^* That he will, and you may depend on it,'* 
Sidd the fiiar, taking the eakes and thrusting 
them into hb wide sleeve. ^ The prayers, 
penanees, and Aoggings of the brethren have 
been very beneficial this year to the erops ; for , 
I mn informed the abundanee oi eom was very 
great, and as I am eome to fetch the alms for 
our convent, perhaps you wiU senre me now, 
for I have at the door t)ie donkey to convey 
them, and as I have already said, the eom- 
muBity being mueh distressed, they would be 
glad of a double ration, for whieh you will reap 
a double harvest next year.^ 

Why, brother,^ said the tio Hipolito, 

who was the wag who informed you of this 
year's abundanee ? rU wager he was no pro- 
pirietor of eom himself, or at least he feared not 
your frequent applieations, else he would not 
have told sueh a palpable &l8ehood. Why, 
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there is almost a faimne in the province for 
want of it.'' 

** 1*11 tell you a good joke with whieh our 
father leeturer treated us the other day at the 
refectory, and whieh suits the present oeeasion 
toahair," taid the friar, with a broad grin. 
** He was reading the hfe of Saint Patriek, and 
when he eame to that part when the erow 
brings him his daily loaf, he drew baek his 
eowl, and seratehing his head, said, ^^ Brethren, 
' would to God our faithful would all tum erows, 
for, hang me if I have seen this year as mueh 
as a loaf from one of them, ha ! ha ! ha r 

This joke, whieh, in the £riar's opinion, was 
excellent and apropos, shamed the landlady out 
of a eouple of loaves, whieh^he, on receiving, 
put into his bags ; aiter whieh he walked to the 
middle of the room, stood beneath a little hole 
in the eeiling, and opening the mouth of the 
saek, fixed his eyes on the hole, and said in a 
waggish tone — << Let me see if I ean perfonn a 
miraele. Now, tio Hipolito, walk upstairs, 
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and let it rain eorn, 1*11 make you the god 6f 
that dement, ah, ah, ah !^ 

The tio Hipolito shrugged up his shoulders, 
and walking upstairS) poured through the hole a 
fanega* of eom, whieh the friar examiued eare- 
fully, to see if it were of the best. — ** Sist^er 
Agustina/' said he, ^turning himself to h^^ 
^^ when I am dead, eome to my shrine, ^oi* if 
while I am aUye I perform miraeles hke these^ 
what must I do when I am in God's holy 
keeping?^ , 

" 'Tis not quite eertain he*ll take you into his 
holy keeping," said the tio Hipolito, who re- 
entered as the friar spoke, " there is Pero Boiero 
too, who now and then insists on haying bis due, 
end he may perhaps put in his elaim for you/' 

*5 A pineh for that,^' said the friar, grinning 
a^id ^tretebihg out his hand, in whieh he held a 
wooden snuff-box. Then addressing tia Agus- 
tina, he adcled,-^"is there not in your eellar 

* A measure of about an huadred weight. < 
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a glass of the old friend, for the poor brother to 
wet his lips with ? eh?'' 

It was now thelandlady's turn to serve. She 
left the room with a sanetiAed smile, and soon 
aft^ retumed with a tumbler eontaining half a 
pint of wine. . The friar took it from her, and 
quaffed the wine off with a single jerk of the 
hand,— " Good,** said he, loudly smaeking bis 
lips, "I'U bet a rosary that the tio Hipolito 
will not forget to send his 8kipful to the eonyent 
this year!-|-But now, lend me a hand.toput 
this saek on my dpnkey's baek, for by Saint 
Fran(ns ! you aro an honest man tio Hipolito, 
and you hare ({^y^ me here a good measure."^ 

This s^/the fariner took the saek on his 
dioulders iif^ earried it outside the door, wheie 
a fine ^fgt donkey w& patiently waiting the 
brother's return with another sackful of qom 
upc»i itsj(|;)aek, while the friar took out a handful 
of iveil handled dried raisins from his sleeye^ 
and distributed them among the ehildren ; after 
wbtdi ehueking the landlady under the ehin, he 
said in a cajpling manner — "God bless yoi^ 
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si&ter AgBstina, Let me see you soon iat the fifrin 
yonder, my jewel ;*" after' whieh, the poor brother 
took up his bags, walked out of the house, saw 
the donkey properly loaded, and taking up his 
pliant switeh, hiid it aeross the ass's baek, and 
eommeneed his mareh to the next neighbour^s 
house to have tHe rest of the saek filled. 

'^ By my soul,^ said the do Hipolito, on re» 
tuming to the room, << that friar is as ertant a 
rogue as ever drank wine. He has always some 
ciisfortune8 and some jokes'to tell, and never 
remembers that he eomes begging; but says 
roundly, he eomes to fetch the ahns for his 
convent The worst of it is, yoti eannot get 
rid of him by saying^^there is nothing for you 
to-day^.brother/ or by bestowing on him a rusty 
farthing — ^No, he must have his saek haif fu]]^, 
or else, God proteet us! we should soon be 
asndled by the whole epmmunity, and lose more 
than the /anega I have bestowed Thus the 
saek goes baekwards and Ibrwards from the 
village to the convent, and from the convent to 
the vi]lage9 till their granaries are pretty wdl 
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stored for the year, and no Mronder that their 
superior says on seeing themsely^ sp well pio^ 
▼ided against a fainine, — 'Providence watehes 
wer oult ehosen flock.' " 

^' But, husband,^* said the tia Agustina, look- 
iDg very sanetiAed, " we have their prayers. in 
retum; and I suspeet that were it not for their 
Aoggings, dearths and hail^^tonns would be 

■ 

more frequent thao they are; as you must 
reoolleet, ^hey said they w^re during the time 
that that strumpet the Gonstitution* re^igned, 
beeause their p'ayers were not so frequent." 

** Tut, tut, wife !^' exclaimed the tio HipoHtOy 
^^ will you sooner beiieve what they say, thai\ 
wbat you saw? For my part, I saw no difference 
in €hose timesirom others, and the land yielded 
quite as mueh when proper pains were bestowed 
on it. But where is our young Gaptain ? — ^Ah,^ 

» 
* The tia Agustina, in bestowing this unhandsome 

appeUation oa fhe Gonstitution» said only that wMeti 

maBy of their elass had been taught to believe, the luriars. 

having impressed them with the idea ttiat the Oonst^tution 

was a woman; more wieked and dissipated than M&ria 

Louisa* the qu6en of Oiiarles IV. 
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there he is in the eorner, deeply absorbed in 
meditation. I would fain know all about him 
and his father, God bless him ! for the many 
good turns he did me, when he was our deputy, 
f— yet I would not disturb him neither.'*' 

^^ Ave Maria Purisima^ eried a deep and 
aedemn yoiee at the door of the house, to whieh 
the tia Agustina immediately replying, " *yin 
peeado eorieehida^ there entered another friar, 
tall and thiek-set, dressed in a ehoeolate eoloured 
habit, with a frightful large eonie hood, and a 
beard hanging down to his waist. He saluted 
with a nod the farmer and his wife, and with 
downeast eyes and melaneholy voice eommeneed 
a pitiful tale of the difficulties in whieh his 
hrethren the Gapuehin friars were involved,on 
aeeount of the seareity felt every where, whieh 
of eourse was still greater among themselves. 
** You know," added he, " that the rul^s of our 
holy founder do not allow us to toueh money, 
therefore, I eome to beg in provisions the trifle 
c£ half a bushel of eom from you ; as otherwise 
\i would be impossible for us to make ^ Nove- 
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nary fx) your patron Saint, or plaee on the altar 
the relie of Saint' Anthony for any of our 
eharitable sisters, when she has lost a lap dog, or , 
a fan, or when she wishes to have any of her 
teeth drawn, or to be delivered without mueh 
labour, or have a son instead of a daughter." 

In this way he went on reeounting miraeles 
and roiseries, till he got his half bufhel ot 
earny and a bottle of brandy to boot, for bpo* 
ther Anselmo who, he said, was very ill^ in the 
infirmary on aeeount of the penanee he had 
been praetising to bring on the province Gk)d*s 
blessing, and an abund^t vintage. However, 
beibre he went, he gave the ehildren, in ex- 
diaoge for their parents' kindness to the oon- 
vent, some little prints of the Saint of the last 
Novenary, whieh they immediately stuek up 
agadnst the walls of the room, beside many others 
whieh already deeorated them, a present with 
whieh the tia Agustina seemed more tban 
satisfied ; for she east a look on her husband 
in whieh one eoiild plainly rea(J — " have we not 
eheated his Reverence .'* How ean he leavc sq 
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Vp^J «sanctified prints for half a bushel of 
oom !" 

No sooner had this frater made his exit. than 
a 8queaking voice was heard at the door ealling 
for sister Agustina. — "By our lady of Sara> 
goza !'^ exclaimed the tio Hipolito wiih ruffled 
brows, we shall have to-day the Tisit of every 
Tagabond in the province. This is the v6ice of 
brother Motilon,* the messenger from the nuns of 
Saint Brigida» who eomes again to-day to teaze us 
with his etmial begging. But this eomes of the 
blessing of havmg a devout wife. In Grod^s name 
give him what he.wants onee for all» and let us' 
be rid of him." 

At these words the lay brother eame in with 
bis saddle bags on nis shoulders, and, without 
any long speeehes or eompliments, said plainly, 
that he eame to beg the neir baked tortast for 
the poor dsteis, the jar of honey for sister Sin- 

* Motilon means u layl^rother, whose hair is eropt 
short, and has no eruwn hke those in orders. 

t Loaves made of the best Aoor, and with milk instead 
of water» 
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fcH*osa, and the &x yards of linen eloth for the 
mother vicares8, who had instrueted himto say, 
'^ that sbe longed very mueh to hansell the home- 
made liiien, and that every day she waited seemed 
to her an age/ 

Tlie brother motilon's fequest8 being satis^ed, 
he withdrew ; ' but, unlike his predeeessors, he 
bestowed nothing on the boys, who, expectingat 
least some rosquilla8* from the nuns, whieh they 
suspeeted he had eaten by the way, shewed their 
disapprobation of sueh greedy eonduet, by fol- 
lowing him to the door; hallooing after him the 
following extempore apostrophe— 

.. Fraile motiloDy 
Cal}eza de meloDy 
£res tan eomilon 
Por ser hijo de eabron.t ^ 

The devout mother erossed lierself half a 
doeen times at hearing these tnes^ and, seizing 
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Sweet eakes. 



I 'l" Brother motilon, head of a melon, thou art a greedy 

i- one» beeause thou art the son of a buek. 
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her distair, was proeeeding to punish them with 
the seyerit j sueh an offeDoe seemed to require, 
when the father, who began to be displeased 
with these repeated yisits, stept forward, and 
ordered her to go and sit down and say her ro- 
sary, as he would not haye his ehildren punished 
fop telling the truth. 

^' Eather, father !" shouted the boys as they 
re-entered, ^^ here oomes another brother. He 
has a white habit on, and on the breast a red 
round thing, like the arms we see in the large 
silyer money, with a white eross oyer it on a 
red pateh.* So Aner* 

" Some mereenary friar, 1*11 engage,^' said 
the tio Hipolito, in an impatient tone, *'the 
deyil take them all ! A few mdre yisits like these, 
and we shall all go, soon enough, begging our 
bread too.'' 

** Who is the hard-hearted sinner," eried 

• 

• An eseuteheon wkh the arms of Aragon» and the white 
eross in a iield gules^ worn hy the Mereenarians» an order 
iostituted by Jayme» kiblg of Aragon» for the redemption 
of€aptiyes. 



k 






THE FREEMASON. 



27 



the £riar, who had heard the last words of tio 
Hipolito, as he entered, " who ean refuse his mite. 
to better the sad lot of our brethren the captives 
of Algiers, who have been more than two een- 
turies pining in those subterraneous dungeons, 
without any otber hope of getting out than 
what is sent there by the father solieitor of the 
Mereenaries P Shall the faithful hesitate a mo- 
ment in.bestowing a dollar, or so, to Father 
Bemardo Pingue^ who has been eommissioned 
by the fraternity to go and bargain with the 
Moors ? Go to our convent, and look there at . 
the quantity' of fetters, handcuffs, and ehains, 
whieh hang about the walls, and whieh have 
been.wom by some of those unhappy sufFerers. 
Poor men! expect not your deliv^ance yet; 
for ehristians have of late beeome so depraved, 
that they think a dollar mis-spent whieh is be- 
stowed for your redemption." 

" Hark, you, brother," eried tl^^ tio Hipe^ito 
anmly^ ^^ I have npt a real to giy^ mueh less £^ 
do^ar; but had I a million, h^ng me, if you 
rfiould even get a sight of a marvedi. What ! 

c 2 
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think yoii I am sueh a guU as to be fooled by 
your fetters and ehains? Shew me the man 
who has beeh ransomed for these forty years 
baek. Zounds ! a likely story that of the poor 
sufferers, who haye pined in the deep subter- 
raneous dungeons for more than two eentiuies ! 
Maybe you want to bring home their bones, or 
what is more likely, to leaye our own as bare 
as those of the captives who died two eentunes 
ago." 

The friar seemed a little diseoneerted at the 
justiee of the honest landlord's speeeh ; but, 
recovering hb assuranee, immediately said» 
^^ Why, man, you are tbe most matter-of-fact 
thiek-headed simpleton I ever met How would 
you have me speak ? Must I not be permitted 
to use an hyperbole now and then ? To be sure 
ransoming is no longer praetised ; but what of 
that?— Are there not plenty of benevolent 
monksy who deign to eolleet for themselves 
what the faithfiil give for that pious purpye? 
Well! how should we live otherwise, think 
you?'' . 
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" By working as I do,'' r^pUed the tio Hipo- 
lito ; " but I suppose that your ewimunity 
like my landlords, the monks of the desert, — 
tvho even this moming eame to demand their 
lent with their usual gentleness and rorbearanee, 
threatening they would eause me to be thrown 
into prison, sequestrate even my bed, and leave 
my family the heavens {or a eanopy, if I did 
not pay them within four-and-twenty hours, — 
threats whieh they would soon enough have 
earried into ^xecution, had the temporal lord- 
ship of the mi^oor been in thea hands ; for then 
I should have been dragged before their own 
tribunaly and have been eompletely at their 
merey, unless, indeed, my daughter Rosa, or 
my wife, would have intereeded with them in my 
behalf 9 making sueh triAing sacrifices as are 
hardly worth mentioning — I suppose, I say, 
that you, like those good ^athers^ though en- 
joined by your instiiute to earn your bread by 
youf own labour, have likewise dUcovered that it 
is more easy and convenient to have the neigh- 
bouring lay-men to work for you» than your 
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hands should grow thiek-skinned by manual 
labour ; and that, like them, you_ imagine, that 
it is impossible to raise one^s soul to heaven, 
when the body is bent by haril labour; and 
moreover, that it is not absolutely neeessary for 
you to walk on foot with the spade on the 
shoulder^ when it eo^ts you nothing to go and 
see the joumeymen work in the fields, mounted 
on mules like dromedaries ? And by our Lady 
ofMercy'! so it is; but sinee you enjoy these 
advantages, why eome you here with your im- 
positions to draw from the poor farmers^ poekets 
the little money whieh they so mueh need, 
to gratify the covetou3ne88 of your other bre- 

thren?*'' 

« 

The tone of bitter irony, and the palpable 
truths that this diseourse eontained, eompletely 
sileneed the impudenee of the fnar, — " Well, 
brother,*" s^d he after a pause, " I see you are 
grown a liberaly and we must not expect you 
wiU either assist our eommunity, or listen to the 
dietates of our holy religion, whieh enjoins the 
faithful laymeato assist its ministers, who ean- 
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not both be on their knees pra^dng for you in the 
ehoir, and working in the fields." 

** Chaff, brother, chaff," retumed the farmer, 
eemtemptuously, ^^ I am no more a liber^ thar 
you are a Jew; butyou must needs give every 
man who now-a-days speaks the truth somte 
opprobrious name or other. AIl are liberals, 
jacobins, freemasons, infidels, and- the Uke, who 
do not fill your pouehes when ealled upon to do 
so. — Sit you down, if you are tired, and wel- 
oome to a glass of wine, if you are thirsty, and 
to a dish of eggs and ham, if you be hungry ; 
but as for money, I have none to give you.'' 

The fiiar, who still hoped to wring his doUar 
trom the farmer^s poeket, by ehanging his notes 
. frQm the insolent and imperative into the sup- 
plieating tone, availed himself of this invitation, 
and sitting down with an air of difSdence and 
humiUty, eommenoed a doleful tale ^of the im- 
heard of sufferings, whieh their predeeessors 
had endured in Africa, to redeem from captivity 
the poor ehriatians, and whieh he eoneluded. 
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entitled their sueeessors to tbe gratitude of the 
world. Meantime the tia Agustina was frying 
him a diah of ham and eggs in the kitehen, to 
whieh she» impelled by [nous and ehaiitable 
motiyes, added a eouple of sausages» to give the 
bottle of wine, with whieh the fnar was to wash 
them down, a better relish; and faaving per. 
formed her part with mueh skill and diligenee^ 
she sununoned him thither, where he did honour 
to her eooking in sueh a gallant manner, as 
eould be espeeted only fiom an humUe servant 
of the ehureh. On finishing his meal, the land- 
lady put' slyly into his hand halT-ai^doIlary and 
whispered into his ear — ^^ Take that for , the 
oommunity,lmd let them pray thatmy daughter 
Rosa may be inspired with a yoeation to be a 
nun, and my boys monks.^ , 

^^ Your pious request shall be attended to^^ 
said the jnonk, thrusting the money into his 
sleeye, and giying her a little eopper medal of 
our Lady of the Merey to deek her rosary with ; 
after whieh he got up, and left the farm, giving 
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a distant nod to tio Hipolito^ and^ '^ the blessing 
of Grod" to tia Agustina. 

" Now, Gaptain,^ said; the honeat fafmer to 
Sandoyal, who stili oeeupied his seat in the 
eoraer, from whieh he had been able to obiserve 
unnotieed the seenes we have deseribed, whieh 
had ajSbrded him subject both for amusement 
and serious reflection, ^^ eome forward, and 
let us have a Uttle ehat on what interests you 
and me ; for I tnist we shall not be intruded 
upon by any more of those begging mpnks.^^ 

Sandoval was on the point of rising £rom 
his seat, when the father, who had perfonned 
the last missionB, and tilled the vine of the Lord, 
with his sleeves tueked up to the elbows, and a 
crucifix half a yard lo^g, made his appearanee 
at the door. " God of merey !"" excliumed the 
tio Hipolito, starting baek as if he had seen a 
demon ; ^* have the gates of heil been thrown 
open this moming, that so many devils visit us 
to-day? God forgive me ibr saying so; but 
the p^tienee of Job itself would have beea ex- 

c 8 
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hausted long befare now. First, the brother» 
of the desert, then the parish priest, afterwards 
a Franciscan, then a Gapuehin, next brother 
Motilon, behind him a Mereenarian, now the 
missionary, and God and the devil knows who 
shall be next. Yet, if this happened oniy onoe 
a year, we might bear up with it good-hu- 
mouredly, but, zounds ! they take their monthly 
rounds, as if the eom grew in my barns, the 
wine in my eellars, hams, sausages, and eggs 
in my kitehen, and siiver and gold in my 
purse.** 

" What is the matter with the man ^'^ said 
the father missionary, addressing himsel^ to tia 
Agustina, " is he not glad to see me.?" 
" God forbid that he should not, father,'' 
^ said the pious tia Agustin% who, remembering 
the hallooings of his Reverence when he last 
preaehed tlt the village ehureh, and the sighs 
and groaiis of the elderly part of the audienee 
on that oeeasion, was afraid he should again 
conjure up with his thundering voice all the 
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derils froin the dark abodes, and reveal the 
Aames of the fearful abyss itself.*" 

" Then what makes him angry ?" enquired 
the father, in a more insinuating tone than 
when he eame on his last mission, eonsdous^ no 
doubt^ that his present errand in seareh of a 
bushel of eom required a different language 
from that whieh he used in the pulpit on the 
above oeeasion. ^^ God knows, that as I haye 
no oeeasion for money,'' eontinued he, " I shall 
ask him for none. The trifle of a bushel of 
eom is all I shall demand, as he must be aware 
that the toils of the missionaries for the good of 



* It is the eustom with these missioDaries to play saeh 
pTanks, durlDg their missions, as would disgraoe even a 
mouDtebauk. Amoug others is that of dipping their hand 
into a spirituous oompositiony and applying a iight to it, 
whieh ignites the spirit without buruing the flesh, the blue 
flame of whieh they pretend to have taken from.tfaat whieh 
bums the ^unned in helU lf Prouetheus was ehained tQ 
Mount OaueasuSy andeondemned to have his liver pei^ 
petually gnawed by a vulture for stealing fire from heaven, 
what punishment will Lucifer prepare for those modern 
thieve$ in every ^nse of tbe word ? 
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souls entide them to be, at least, supported by 
the faithfuL'' 

" And who will support me, if to-morrow I 
am redueed to beggary, whieh by the way i» 
more probable than impossible with sueh fre« 
quent yintations to my granary r^ said the tio 
Hipolito ; '^ do you think I sbould bring home 
sueh eopious ahns as your patemity earried to 
your convent when you retumed from your 
mission ; or that I should be entertained in the 
best houses, and eat and dritik as you did on 
that ooeasion? Would your oonununity giye 
to me, pr to any of my /iEunily, I'do not say a 
bushel, but a handful of eom ?** 

*^ We possess nothing in the world but what 
the faithful bestow,^ said the friar; ^'there-" 
fore« you eould not expect we should assist you 
er any of your family ; but Grod who is above 
never abandous his ereatures, partieularly when 
they have shewn, in prosperity, the spirit of 
Ghristian eharity, and asasted his holy minis^ 
ters with their alms.^^ 

In this strain the father espadated^ till tio 
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Hipolito, who had neyer been very fond of long 
eermonS) and who pereeiyed that by delaying to 
satisfy his Reverence, he would only protn^:t 
what he 8o mmh dreaded, was eompdled to 
measure him a bushel of eom, and ask hia 
blessing to get rid of him, whieh was aeeord* . 
ingly done. 

'< Tio Hipolito/' said Sandoval, when the 

father missionary had made his exit, ^' these 

are the blesdngs arising from the eiistenee of 

those monstrous institutions whieh our last 

Gortes had so judiciously done away with. li 

is infamous that sueh men as have visited you 

to-day, all robust and able-bodied, should be 

feeding upon you like so many eaterpillars^ 

eating away that whidi might enable your ehiL 

dren to obtain a good edueation, and to establish 

themselyes comfortabIy in life, and thus beeome 

mcHre usefiil and valuable members of sodety^ 

than there is a prospeet they will everbe while 

they are thus shamefully robbed of their means, 

and left beggars at tlieir eradle.^ 

The tio HipolitDi who> like many other 
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hotiest farmers of that epoeh, disliked the word 
Constitution,.without knowing why, though evi- 
d^tly beeause he had been taugh t to hate it before 
he had had an opportunity of finding out tbe 
advantages, whieh its existence eould not have 
failed to piK)duce to his industrious elass, mut- 
tered something against it, but on the whole 
assented to the truth of Sandoval*s proposition. 
No sooner, however, have the elerieal Vam- 
pires done with their respeclive exactions, than . 
the seeular ones make thei^ appearanee to oolleet 
the taxes for their royal master. What a Ane 
opportunity would it be for the humourist to 
observe the eountenanees of the notary, and the 
aguaeil, with his long switeh in hand, (tbe 
s^rmbol of merey), and his busy importanee of 
look and aetion! HoW they make tbe farmer 
trein}>le before them ! the poor fellow knows to 
a eertainty where he is to pass the night. 
ehairs^ tables, bedding, and wardrobe all go 
either through the door or winddw, no matter 
whieh, to be sold by auetion, and defray the 
direet taxes; and when this storm has blown 
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over, then eome the expences of irrigation, 
though his fields were dried up; those of a field 
keeper, though his grounds were leyelled before 
the haryest, by the horses and hounds of dny 
man who ehose, not only to hunt in, but make a 
raee eourse of them; those of a deputy, sent bj 
the inhabitants of the yillage to Madrid, to be 
their elient in a suit against the eurate, and the 
expences and xosts of the same, in whieh^ of 
eoyrse, the village is always nonsuited; the 
duties on salt, cod-fish, tobaeeo, 'and other 
artieles farmed out by the govemment, to extort 
between one and two hundred per eent from 
the people; those on th(s aleabala^ or per eentage 
on yarious things sold; those on wine and meat, 
ealled Haa; those on straW and agrieultural 
implements, and, in a word, on eyery tangible 
thing in existence, whieh appear eyery year 
under a new name and simame, and are doubkd 
and doubled again to infinity. 

^' But speaking of something else,^ said tbe 
tio Hipolito, after yarious reflections on the 
abuses of ehureh and state^ ^^ our Rosa, who on 
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your mother'^s death (may she rest in heaven), 
went to liye at Don Antonio Lan^a'^s as doneeUa* 
to hil^ daughter, sent us word yesterday, that, in 
consequence of some strange aeeidents whieh 
had happened to her Senorita sinee your arrival 
at LogroSo, she was on the point of losing her 
altogether, and . . . . ^ 

" How losing her ?- interrupted the dismayed 
Sandoval anxiously, ^* explain.for God's sake!'^ 

" If you interrupt me,** said the tio Hipolito, 
^' I don^t see how I epn; a little patienee, and 
you shall know all in time. Well ! as I was 
saying, our Rosa sent us word yesterday. ....*" 

"You have said that already,"^ interrupted 
our hero again impatiently, ^^ go on to say what 
she meant by losing her. Isshe so ill then that 
there is no hope of her living P Ah ! I thought 
she was not well, li^hen I saw her last ; her pale 
eheeks, and that long swoon into whieh she fell, 
foreboded too elearly she eould not Iive long-— 
And yet, great God ! I eouid do her the injustice 

* Hand-maid, or lady*8 maid. 
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to suspeet her of haying yiolated her promises 
and yows to me, when, perhaps I am the eause 
of.her death! Alas, alas ! I shall never surviye 
this !" 

*• Well !'' exclaimed the farmer^ ** have you 
doae? A -pt/Stty phUosopher (as theyeidlybu) 
who ean n^er survive the loss of he knows not 
what ! Who spoke of her bdng dying ? She ia 
as well in health as she ever was ; .but when 
Rosa spoke of losing her, she meant that her 
Senorita is either going away, eyr to be married, 
and she hersel^ retuming home*'' 

" To be married !^ repeated Sandoyal» " to 
whom in 6od*s name ?" 

**Not to you, you may be. sure of that," 
retumed the lio Hipolito, ^' for Bosa, says, that 
Dona Angela, will not have a word spoken 
about you; so that it must be to somebody 
else." 

" By heavens !*' eried Sandoval with his usual 
animation when sueh a subject was touehed upon, 
^^ that shall not be as long as I have an arm to 
<^^K)se it." 
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^^ That will be as Gk)d disposes," said the tio 
Hipolito, ^^ and I suspeet you would not point 
a sword at your owq brother's breast, supposing 
he were the suitor." 

" My brother!" exclaimed Sandoval, starting 
baek. "Are you sure of that? — ^Ah traitor ! 
bane and disgraee of our family, de^troyer of 
thy father's peaee of mihd, and assassin df thy 
brother*s happinessy think not thou shalt eseape 
my yengeanee. By heaven thou shait pay onoe 
fof all thy yillanies and treaeherous arts.^^ 

^^ Ya eseampa g Uueoen guya/rrosy* said the 
tio Hipolito. ^^ I said your brother, merely to 
eool your anger a little, though my reasons for 
saying so rest only upon the very slender 
rumours that are afloat; and yet you expIode as 
if you were a mine, and I had applied a mateh 
to you. But I suppose you are determined to 
show off your phtlosophyy 

**^AX last the rain gives over, and it rains pebble stones,** 
a Spanish proverby meaning, that instead of a man beeom- 
ing ealm anel resigned by eertain reasons» he grows more 
violent and outrageous. 
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^^ I haye no doubt that he is the suitor, — the 
traitor ! — I knew it but too well — and I am a fix>l 
to be grieved at it — They are both unworthy 
mj aiFection, and I have done with both," 6aid 
Sandoval waving his hand, and sitting down 
again, to think about it more deeply, and eurse his 
fate more at leisure; while the tio Hipolito, who 
obsenred how mueh he beeame absorbed in his 
own reAeetions, went away to assist his wife in 
prepanng dinner, confident that the best eure 
for a heart affected with Sandoval disease must 
proeeed from itself. 

We shall also leave him to his meditations, 
and follow his senrant Roque on the errand 
upon wbieh his master bad sent him. 



V 
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— In Boft speeehet hypoerites impart 
The venom'd ills that lurk beneath the beart ; 
In friendahip*i holy gnise.their gnilt improYe, 
Aad Idodly kill^with apeoioua show of love. 

LuhE^TAe EUtwry o^Portenna. 

'^ If my master was born three-and-twenty 
years ago, it was' beeause nature made a mis- 
take. He no more belongs to our age than 
Don Quixote, for he is as stark-mad about loye 
and liberty as the knight of La Maneha was about 
ehiyahy. Our last espedition, in eyery respeet 
worthy of that yaliant knight, shews that my 
master ought to haye been bom when that eom- 
peer of his played his pranks, The worst of % 

B 
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is, that the mddness of the one eould at worst 
only have led him to Bedlam, while that of the 
other is more likely to terminate at the gallows. 
And what'will then beeome of Roque ? will he 
find some Baratarian island to be govemor of, 
or the oar of a galley-slaye to pull at P The 
latter is more probable, if indeed he is not .de»> 
tined to deeorate some of these trees, or a higher 
post in the publie square. But be it as 6od dis- 
poses; J[ am bound to serve my master, and I 
shall stand by him in spite of swords and bul- 
lets, the gallows and the galleys, hangmen and 
devils.'' 

Thus did Roque confabulate with himsel^, as 
he jogged on his way to the dty, earing little 
whether his predietions were ever to prove true 
or not ; but steady in his afFection for his mas- 
ter, and in the attaehment whieh Spanish ser* 
vants pique tbemselves on displa^dng, not only 
for years, but for generations. By means Qf 
this they eome to be looked upon mote in the 
light of eompanions than menials in the family 
they serve, and treated with that kindness whieh 
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induees them to be as jealoiis of their masters 
interests as of their own, and to eonsider them- 
8elves in every respeet identified with them. 

Having reaehed the eity gates, he asked the 
sentinel for Gaptain Don Fermin Sandoyars^ 
quarters. — ^^ You mean the Gommandant, man. 
He lives in the great squarey where you'll see 
a sentry posted,^ said the soldier paeing up 
and down. " But have you said your prayers ?" 
added he in a sart^stie tone, ^^ and ean you say 
the Gateehism ? for else I don^ advise you to 
shew yourself there, if you love your shoulders, 
though they are broad enough for a eouple of 
hundred, whieh might not sit badly on them 
neither." 

" Thank you for your ad^iee, friend ; but I 
have, even before now, been between the bulPs 
homs," replied Roque, pushing on towards an 
inn elose by, where he left his nag, and then 
proeeeded to the square, whieh he was not long 
in reaehing. 

As the market was held there, and as that 
h.appened to be the hour when people of all 
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dasses repair to proyide themselveB with fruit8, 
game, and.poultry, it presented a seene of agree- 
able bustle. There might be seen ladies in their 
marning dishabille, with their long sable tresses 
Aoating on their ^oulders, and a mantilla or 
Iight yeil, half covering their ovaI face8, aeeom- 
panied bj their female attendants ; the genera- 
lity of them pretty brunettes, whose well formed 
personS) arrayed with beeoming simplieity, are 
rendered more el^ant by their tight-laeed waists, 
and well-rounded bare^arms, and whose rosy 
dieeks and roguish dark eyes attraet the admi- 
ration and gallant eompliments of the idle young 
men and gay soldiers, who throng the market 
for no other purpose, than that of seeking some 
asaignation with their sweet-he^rts, or parhaps 
tbe wish of varying their amusements. The 
aieek eanon, the eorpulent beneficiado, and the 
mendieant friar^ who never misses a plaee where 
there is anything to be got, were also seen there, 
moving stately through the erowd, the two 
fqrm€9r either to look 9ft.er their pretty pieees 
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and amaSy'* who often 8eize that opportunity to 
flirt with the beaus^ per variare la ma viia 
monotona^ or to seleet the best flavoured fruit 
and fate8t game for their well stoeked pantries ; 
and the latter to fill his bags at the expence of 
the diaritable renders, and eut his vulgar jokes 
on the damsels who attend the market. But 
among this motley erowd^ the busiest of all are 
those important personages, [dressed in blaek, 
who wear powder in their hair, and a bag and 
pig-t^ hanging behind, a three eomered hat, a 
short dress sword, with a highly wrought steel 
hilt, stuek at their side^ and a small blaek rod 
in their hands, and who bustle about with all 
the importanee of little men in oflice, to see 
that the piiees of the artieles sold do not 
exct^ those whieh have been fixed lipon at the 
C6mmon Hall. These gentlemen are ealled 
Re^dores,"!' and have the eharge of rating every 
artide that is' publidy sold. Bread, meat, 

* Housekeepa:8. t Aldermen. 
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wine, Ssh, poultry^ game, iruits, yegetables, all 
in a word must be rated by them, and eannot be 
sold under pain of a fine, payable to the algua- 
eiles. For, who is the man so bold as to assert, 
that those gentlemen are not better judges of 
the piiees whieh ought to be set on every pro- 
duetion of the land, than even the gardeners or 
propiietors themselves ? Where ean ihe expences 
of labour, the loss of eattle, the drought and in- 
undations of the lands, or whatever eontributes 
to lower or raise the priee of an artiele, be better 
appreeiated than at the Gommon Hall ? Does 
not one advantage, at least, result from this wise 
regulation; namely, that when the'Regidores or 
their servants eoine to purehase for themselyes, 
the yenders instaiitly seleet the ehoieest artiele of 
their stoek, andmake them apresent of it, merely 
to evince a little good breeding ? It is true that 
the eapriee and exactions of these gentlemen often 
oeeasion a seareity ; but in retum, as there is no 
oompetition among the venders, they do not stun 
people with their diseordant bawlings, and the 
gentry bave the ple6sure of seeing, that some 

▼OL. II. D' 
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distinetionis made betvreen them and the rabble, 
who, unable to give the first priee set oa the 
artieles, are obliged to eontentthemselyes witb 
the refuse, whieh, bj the way, is eyen toogbod 
for sueh ragamuiBns. 

Haying thus satisfactoriIy proved the ad- 
yantages and wisdom of a'tarif on victuals, 
drawn up by the Regidores^ we shall endea- 
vour to follow through the erowd our friend 
Roque, whoy as he stetoped down to look at, and 
enquire the priee e^ a basket, whieh might eon- 
tain an Q/rr6bofl of peaehes, eaeh as large as an 
orange,-}" and for whieh the vender asked no 
less than four reals^ he felt a smart pull st the 
short tail of his jacket, to whieh, howe^er, he 
paid no attention, his eyes being too mueh en- 
gaged in the eontemplation of the delightful 
speetade before them, to be so easily diverted 

* A Spaniah weight of tweiity*five pounds» of 8ixteen 
ounees eaek 

t This is no exaggeration, for in that province they are 
partieularly fine, in great abundanee, aud very eheap. 

\ Aboot ten-penee. 
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frGm it. But upon a seoond pu]I, whieh nearly 
laid him on his baek, ^nd on hearing the voice 
of a iemale saying — " Fool ! why don't you 
look baek ? Are the peaehes laore worthy your 
attention than I ani?^ he looked around, and 
startingbaek with agreeable surprise, exclaimed, 
— " Good God ! is it you ? Bosa, my dear 
Rosa, soul of my soul, juice of my life, my 
best jewel, is it you, indeed, my beloyed, my 

idol '^ *. V 

" Stuff, 6tuff,'' interrupted the interesting 
Bosa,^ poutmg a very pretty little raouth at him, 
* and easting her large blaek ey^s on the ground 
with an espression of resentment, '^yourbeloyed, 
your idol, your jewel . • . . deeeiyer! ' Don't I 
know that you arrived in town more than ten 
days ago, and never eame near me onee ? — and 
yet you eome here with your deeeitt — ^But let 
me tell you, that if I stop to speak to you now, 
it is only to let you know that I don^t eare a fig 
about you, and that you may go baek to France 
or Flanders as soon aa you like ; f(»: I will have 
nothing to say to sueh a worthless feUow as you 

D 2 
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nre^And yet, on your aeeount^ wreteh ! only 
the oth^r day, I refused an offer from tio.Peri- 
qmUo, the miller, who, I am sure, is worth 
twenty likeyou, and loyes me better too." 

^^Tis false,^ said Ro^ue, stoutly, more so 
perhaps than pohtely; but the eharge of 'm- 
difference angereid him a little, when he felt 
eonseious that he had been as true and loving 
to her, as a Dutehman to his bottle. ^^ I'll tell 
you what, if you take things in that.strain, with- 
out even listening to what I have to say, you 
miay retum to me what I have given you, and 
here,^ (taking from his neekeloth a large silyer- 
gilt ring, with some green stpnes, whieh fastened 
the ends of it) ^* is all you ever gave me, and '- 
whieh I have kept, as if it were part of mj 
heart, in war and in peaee, in Spain and in 
France, loved or despised. Here^ take it, and 
}et us be even. . Zounds ! a pretty reeeption 
this!" 

Rosa looked more angry than abashed,.and 
had it not been for the plaee, her first impulse 
would have been to take the ring and fling it at 
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\qb face ; but as it was, ahe was obliged tx0cm^ 
tent herself with saying, — ** And wiU you be 
barefaced enough to say that you ha\e not beeh 
more than ten days in town ?^ 

^^ I'll say the truth^ and say na We left the 
town on the seeond day after our anival, and I 
have just this moment retumed Tbis is as 
true as I am !Roque, and you may beHeve it or 
not, but sueh is the fact^ 

^' Afa, Roque, you don't deceive me, dd 
you ?^ enquired she with a softer tone of voioe, 
and an imploring look ; << but why did you not 
obme and'see me when you anived ?" 

*' Beeause,^ replied Roque, repladng the 
ring in the neckerchief, ^* I am no conjuror to 
guess where you had gohe to, and I oould find 
Bo time to go to your father'8 {mn and enquire 
it. ' Are you eontented ?* 

'< I must be eontented with wbat yoy say, 
Boque ; but if I find you have deceived me, 
I'U tear your eyes out, bum everything you 
have given me, and forget you for ever.^ 

^ And I give you leave to do so too^ my 
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pretty weneh,^ retum^ he, " but eoine, let me 
earry your basket, my little heart.'- 
^^ I won^t, for I have not made it up with you 

yet;' 

"How now?^ enquired Boque; but before 
she had time to reply, she eaught a glanoe of 
his Reyerenee, Father Toribio Lobo, the family 
Confessor, and she hurried aWay as fast as a 
timid hare at seeing tfae hounds elose at it» 
heels, forbidding Roque to folIpw her if he Ioved 
her, and did not wish to e^pose ber to some un- 
pleasant consequences. The. agitated yet de- 
eided mannier with wbieh she eommanded it^ 
had the 8ame'efiect on him as'ai:urb on an 
impatient and.spirit^ horse; it eheeked his 
steps, but h^ lAt his lips and darted 6rst to 
one side then to another, and then again baek* 
wards and forwards, unable to understand why 
he should not folIow her. ^' There is some 
mysteiy in this,*^ said he to himself, ^' but kt 
me haye done with tdy message, and I'U sift it 
to the bottom.^ 

He tben proeeeded to the house oedupied by 
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Don Fennm Sandova1, i^hieh was one of the 
best in the 8quare, and where he was obliged to 
i>irait the Coinmandant*6 return from ehureh;. 
fbrw as he was infoiined by one of the soldiers 
on guard, he had gone to eon^dss, and receive 
oommunion, " whieh, by the bye,*^ added th?. 
informant, ^^ is a thing he does onee a week,; 
sueh is his great devotion." 

'* He was very devout before he entered the 
army,^ sud Boque, ^^but I am surprised he 
should ebntinue so, eyen now when he has so 
many gay eompanions around him.**^ 

^'1 don't think,^ said the soldier^ ^^ he asso* 
eiates mueh with any of them ; oii the eontrary, 
I obserye he keeps as mueh aIoof from them all 
as if he held them unholy. So, while they 
neyer let a day pass without frequenting the 
billiard-tiables, the promenades, the balls, the 
theatre, aqd every plaee where amusement is to 
be found, he is seen wandering about in lonely 
paths, iovii^ by the moonlight along the water 
«de, or among the ruins of that mon^stery oi| 
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the other side of the Ebro, or else eloseted in 
hi^ own Rpartment, withput reoeiving a human 
b^ng, save his father Confe88or. Some say 
that he is an hypoehondiiae, others that re]U 
gion has tumed his brain, others^.again, that it 
18 his ^ather's exile that mak^ him melaneholy^. 
and others, that he is deeply in love. I don't 
know who is most near the mark,i)ut eertain it 
18, that some deep grief preys on his heart and 
disturbs his mind. We have only to look at 
his eare-wom eountenanee, to dis6over that he is 
far from being either happy or oontented.^ 

. Whilst Boque was thus hstening to what 
the soldier said^ the sentinel presented arms, 
and Permin Sandoval entered, aeeraipanied by 
Father Lobo. Roque was on the point of step- 
ping forward to demand an interview« but the 
soldiei: stopped him, saying he had better wait 
tilLthe father had left the Gommandant, as he 
never suffered any one to speak to him while' 
his Reverence was with him. Roque took the 
hint, and sat downagain to contique his conver^ 
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aation with the spldier, in whose eompany we 
ahall leave him^ to fo]lovr the father and his' 
penitent up-stairs. 

^* How do you feel now, my son ?** said tbe 
monk, on reaehing Fem^*s apartment, and 
seating himself in m arm ehair by an eseri» 
toire. ^^ Has the spiritual adyioe administered 
this moming to you been of seryioe in quieting 
tbose restless thou^^ts whieh have of late agi-. 
tated you bo mueh .^— But sit down my son, do 
not stand on my aooount" 

' Fermin bowed low, and sitdng down, leant 
hifi left arm on the «hair, and rested bis head 
on his himd. ^^ Father,^^ said he, in a tremu- 
Ipus yoiee, and easting his eyes on the ground, 
.<< my heart is far {Tom being at ease. ^ Your 
advioe I must fdQow, for obedienee requires it 
of me ; but, as I am also bound to say the 

m 

truth on all oeeadons» (save chi those when the 
iiiterests of our mother ehureh imperatively 
oommand the oontrary) I will not hesitate in 
avowing lJbat I am 9Wt eonyineed by your rea- 
aonings.^ 

D 8 
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^^ My 8on/' satd tfae monky ^* yoa «m not 
CQnvinced by them, beeauBe thad^iritualigtaee^ 
whieh alone opens men's intelleei: to the light oT 
truth, and io the great mystBiies of our holy 
rdigioD, haa^ not yet i be^n TQufchsafed to you ; 
but do not ^xpect it while you^repose more*coQ* 
fidence in your own weak'aad fiillible jiidgf- 
ment tbah in the words of one, whoi though as 
great a sinner as yoursel^, has been admkted to 
the oommunion of saiuts, and|)udged worthy of 
espounding God's own words/^ / 

P^rmin sighed, and /was aileni-^^^ Faith, 
£p[ith, in 'the words 6f the miiiiist^*s of our 
mothel- ehureh, and blind obedieaee to their 
dJ€tates, alone^ ean bring Grod's graee on 
ehristian maii^'' eontinued the monk. ^^ If I 
have reeommended that you should use aU your 
iniluenee with Gabriela, to indutp her to follow 
her parents' eiommands,' it is beoause I am'eon- 
Tineed, that it is for the good of her soul. As 
long as she remaans in h^present state, as yet 
probably of venial sin^ but wbkh by one step 
farther may beeome mortal, there is no hope of 
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lier bdng saved. Gompulsion, iherelorey must 
be resorted to, to bring her into the right path^ 
aad a eonyent is the only b«icbckur wherss. sbe 
vn\l find shelter againat aU humaa lemptation^* 
Beaides," added he, rising from bla ehmr and 
g^tly tapping bim oo. the shouider, as he 
bent his head to wlusper it into his ear, ^^ who 
knows but she maj, during her noyietate) ehange 
ii'om a giiilty to a virtuous a^TeetieHi, and fix it 
on an object worthy of being loved ? — Oppor* 
tunities ahall not l^ wanting to pmuade her to 
it, I promise you.^ 

Fermin tumedsuddenly his bead» and looked 
witb eamestness and astonishment at the monk. 
— ^^'What do.you mean^ father?'* said he, 

'agitatediy. ^^ I never said I !^ Here he 

hesitated. 

'^ Loved ber, you would add»*^ said the 
n^emk. ^' Gome, my aon, eome, ^n vain would 
you strive t6 hide tbe seeret from me. I know, 
it i$ true, Uttle Qf these things, andi thanks. to 
heaven ! I do know so little of sueh worldly 
profanations ; but the light of beaven often 
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egnables tlie ministers of reMgion ta penetrat^ 
into the inmost reeessea of the heart, and I ean 
see the eaneer that feeds on yours. Undert' 
stand^ howeyer, that I do not blame you far it^ 
my son. Would to God she would -do justice 
to your Yirtuous sentiments I— but it was sinfiil, 
it was irreligious, to conceal.from your father 
Opn^essor sueh thoughts as those whieh a^* 
tated you, for even if it had not been in his power. 
to remedy.the evil, he might havefound means 
to sooth its bittemess.^ • 

These words seemed to strike awe and terroe 
into Permin'^s soul; he dasped the mouk's 
hands in agemy» and exclaimed, his eyes filling 
with tears — ^'Oh, father! forgive m^e^ iorgive 
me. That waa the seeret of my heart, and if 
I 'kept it from you, it was beeause I lioped to 
oonquer it in time,~nay, father, I still hope to 
do so. I will not, for.the sake of seeuring my 
happiness,^ sacrifice that of my brother — no, 
not were I even to gain by it every. earthly 
blessing.*' . . .- 

^^ In this ease sueh generous sentiments are 
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ehildish anii unbeeoming," said the monk in a 
ooid scomful manner, ^Hh^y ean benefit jkv 
body ; for it is settled^^ — your brother must nol 
have Gabriela, though I am not fiure if you« ... 
but no matter — for, as 'you say, your brother's 
happiness must be eonsidered before yours; 
Yet, mark what I say. — You have an induenoa 
on Gabriela^s mind ; she persists in not yidding 
to her parents^ eommands— this is a sin, and t6 
you I entrust the eare of making her sensible 
of its enormity.* This, I, as your spiritual 
guide, demand and expect from you." 

" Father !" said Firmin meekly, but firmly, 
*^ I feel all the importanee of sueh a trust, and 
eannot take its responsibOity upon me. To 
Itbet ih redudng Gabriela to a eonditiem whieb 
iBay render. her miserable for life, — ^to be the 
diief promoter of my brother> despair; are in 
my eyel^ eiimes, whieh I must not be guilty 
of." • 

The monk^s eyes £ashed fire at heariog this 
dedaration, He eould hardiy restrain his pa0* ' 
sion ; but eheeking it as mueh as he eould^ 
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8cud— << Hear^ yousg maii, what I have to say 
oa this 8ubject Gabnela^s 8alvation was en-^ 
trusted by her parrats to my eare ; your brothar 
is ah uifidel» and while I live he shaU hot 
beeome ber husband. A <sonvent shall sereen 
her from his attempts, and the wrath of heaven 
shall faU on your head» if you aid in preventing 
my purpose. This is all I .have to say, and I 
now.Ieave you to yourself.*' 

Saying this» hepulled his oowl over his eyes» 
and prooeeded towards the door. — •** Stay, 
father, stay»*^ eried Fermin, elasping one of his 
sleeves, and dropping one knee on the ground, 
<^ for God*s sake, l£ave me not in anger. I told 
you before, I would do all I eould to obey you, 
and my word sha]I be kept I take God to 
witness that K am »ncere — I am repentant, 
father." 

*^ Then God torf^ve thee, my son, and thou 
hast my blessing,^ said the monk, in a softened 
tone of voice, and tendering his hand to kiss ; 
«fter whieh he immediatdy withdrew, leaving 
his wretehed penitent in a mueh ]more ajgitated 
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sUte than ha btiBd him* — ^^' Simi^ that I am/* 

said he, paeing the loom rapidly». ^* what eould 

poasibly iod^ee m^ to ke(sp fr<m &ther Lobo 

a&eeret whieh I Imd ik> intetest in ke^ing? 

I «^wplain. of eajoying no pea^e of n^nd, of 

leeling. a di^gnst for tbe pl^u^ of life, and 

aloaost a hatred for esistenee ; but how ean it 

be o^erwise? Had I.done iny. duty aa a 

ehri^tian, and made a eompetent oon^esaiem, it 

is likely I should not have felt so siek at heart 

as I now do-^nay» who knows, but,.as he said, 

he might haye ibund the means of 8oftening my 

mi8erie&. . . . «Perhaps of doing that whieh I dare 

iiot do myflelf— letting Gabriela knotir how 

deeply, how sineerely. • . .But no, no, it sball 

•notbe. — She shallnotkuow it— •! will notstand 

in the way of my brother'^s h^-ppiness ; and if 

•she eannot be his, I will not add to his misery, 

by either forcing her inelinations, ot sedueing 

her affections from him. Pather Ldbo may 

put his plans into execution, I sliall not oppose 

them ; but neither shall I assist in redueing 
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her to a oondition, whieh, however holy in it8elf, 
may render her miserable for life.** 

Though afanatic in religious matters, Permin 
was high minded and generous While making 
thoee resolutions^ a tapping at the door announoed 
somebody waiting outside.'»^' Gomein/' saidhe, 
tuming his head towards the door.— <* Ah, my 
good fellow, Roquey is it you ? Wdioome, my 
fiiend. Where have you left my brother ?** ^ 

'^ As every body in town looked upon us as if 
we had been men affected with leprosy,^' replied 
Roque, *'we have been wandering about tb^ 
eountry» Ull at last that good man, tio HipoUto^ 
having more honesty and more gralitude than 
most of the town folksy has received my master 
uiMler his roof ; and- 1 am here with a message 
frdmli]m| to requestyou would favour him wkh 
aeallat thefarm; forhi8mindiss(»elydi8turb- 
ed about I know not what.*^ 

*' I hope he does not think me unkind .^" said 
Jb^ermin. * 

* '^ I eannot think you unkind,^ replied Ro^ue;, 
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presuming, as he ^as of ten in the habit of doing^ 
to imswer thb qu<^tion for his master; '^but 
wliat in the nyme of Jeremias prevented you from 
ooimiig.to see us on our< arriyal in town, ivhenno 
sooner we set our feet in your iather's houa^ 
ihan we were requested by y our soldiers to leaye , 
U !piniost at the point af the bayonet ; and when 
we found neither father nor moth^er^ mistreas eur. 
. inend to reeeiye us, or eare whether we slept m-. 
tbe. street> or staryed for want of money to buy 
H loaf of bread P Was that kind, ihink you ? 
And at sueh a time too T' 
. s *< You must not judge harshly of me, Boque,^ 
said Eirmin^ yiaibly affected^ ^^imperious eireum» 
ataaoes^ whieii I eannote^plain, eompelled mato 
aet against my wishes, and even now I shallnot 
be sh\e to do all my heart deores. I will, how- 
ever, go and see my brother, and do you tellhim 
wiiat' I have said; for I would IK^ have hhn 
think me his enemy, No, I Iove him, in 8[nteof 
his prineiples, as sincereIyasbrothereverloyed» 
and .though my king and my religion have a. 
right to be (^ended at it/' . 
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<< I respeet and loye you as mueh as I ever 
did^^' said Boque, << but, hang me, if you are 
not as mad for jfour king, as you eall hiin, ar 
my master is for the Gonstitution. Wouid you. 
haye him kiss the rod whieh lays him sprawling 
m the earth, after he sees himseLT robbed of hi& 
father^ his mistress, and his money ? And^ 
then^ why lug religion in P Is he not as good 
a ehristian as eTer ? That those whose interest 
it is to enjoy what belongs to him should ^oy 
he is. not, is perfectly natural ; but how you 
should think it, when you are as great a loser 
your8eIf by his misfortunes, I must leaye you 
to explain, for I don't understand it." 

'^That I wiU at another time; at present 
retum to my brother, and tell him to meet me 
alone to*night at ten 6*cIock by ihe fountain« 
between tio HlpoUto's iSemn, and the road leading 
tothe yillage." 

Boque took his leave, and withdrew, not a 
Uttle gratified atthe tnanner hehad,acquitted 
himself of his message, the h^appy issue of whieh 
he attnbuted rather to his clevemess and supe^ 
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rienr inaiiagemeDt tltan to the affectioii Fermm 
might still entartam.for hi& brother. Full of 
this idea, he hurried away as Sskst, as his nag*s 
legs eould earry hita, to impart to his master 
the eoneiliating tone of his brother'^s answer. 
Thi&Ws.hailed by ^e latter with joy ; for not- 
withstanding the great ang^ he had manifested 
an hour or two be^ore, the meditations in whieh 
we left him engaged Iiad eonsiderably allayed it, 
and made him eome to the resolution of deferring, 
imtil he had heard ihis brother's explanation, his 
final judgment, both * of his and Gabriela^s 
e6nduct ; and he now antieipated, by the tenor of 
Firmin's answer to his request, sueh ah expla- 
natian as his wishes had framed for him. Sueh 
are the sudden transitions to whieh men who feel 
and love deeply are exposed, when, as was the 
ease with our hero, their sth)ng passions get the 
better of their judgment; 

Meantime, the reeeption that Boque met fix>m 
his sweetheart's father was sueh as eould not but 
be highly gratif;ring to his feelings. The good 
farmer showed the pleasure he felt at seeihg him 
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there,, by bestowiiig di him sundry vigoroas 
Uows on the shoulder, oompressuies of the neek, 
and smiEurt pinehes in the arms, all whieh demon- 
skmtiGDS of affection, though somewhat mulish 
in the mode of their espressiem, are eonsidered 
amoog these honest iblks as unequivpcal proofs 
of a heaity wdeome. 
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GHAPTER III. 



How great a tofl to item the raging flood, 
When beanty Btirs the maas of yoatb^iil blood . 
When the swoln TeinB with eireling tonents.rise, 
And iofter pastlons speale throngh wishing eyes I 
The Toiee of reaion's drown'd : in yain it speales, 
When hasty anger dyes the gloomy eheeles : 
^d ▼engefiil pride hnrries the mortal on 
To deeds anheard. 



SPSIIOBA. 



Th£ hour appoihted by Fermin to aeehis 
brother was anxiously expected by Galisto, wbo 
on obserying Hipolito^s family retire to their 
respeetiye rooms, sallied forth, enveloped in his 
eloak, and armed with his trusty sword, to pro- 
eeed to the plaoe of rendezvous. His way lay 
through an oIive plantation, the symmetrieal 
rows of whieh were interseeted by small eanals^ eut 
for the purpose of irrigation ; and their waters, 
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eurledin themoon-beams, as they fell fromtheir 
little eleyations with a gentle murmur, the more 
agreeable as no other sound was to be heard at 
that hour of night To Sandoval, whose imagi- 
nation loved to luxuriate in whatever beauties 
nature or art offered to his sight, these gentle 
sounds, and the stillness whieh reigned in the 
arehed groves of olive trees, had in them some^ 
thing unusually soothing, anddeeplyinteresting. 
He sat to listen to the murmur of the waters, 
and thought, as he saw them pursue their eourse 
so uninterruptedly, what happy hours men might 
6njoy if their minds were less ooeupied In deyis- 
ing sehemes for injuring eaeh other, and, if 
imitating the objects by whieh they are sur- 
rounded, they were less eager.to throw obstaeles 
in the way of eaeh other's happiness. " From 
the prinee to the peasant, from one extremity of 
the world to the other,*' thought he, ** men war 
with eaeh other; interest or prejudice arm them 
aU to disturb the harmony of natuse. One 
drags the other into his quarrels, no matter 
whetherby fair orfoul means; they fight tiil 




THE FR£EMA^ON. 71^ 

the weakest sinks into a slaye, and if open vio- 
leanee ^ails^ deeeit and treaehery are resorted to, 
until the world beeomes at last divided into three 
great elasses, tyrants or knayes, slayes and fook/' 
Thus reasoned Sandoyal with hiniself as he 
glided through his solitary path, towards the 
appointed plaee, whieh he reaehed at the eritieal 
moment when Fu*min was alighting from his 
horse. ^Prepared as the minds of the two 
lM*others were for a reeoneiliation, they flew into 
eaeh other^s arms, and the tear8of both min^ed 
as they feU, till at last their hearts relieyed by 
the indulgenee of their feelinga from the heavy 
weight of oontending passions whieh had op- 
•pressed them, they broke the silenee of this aiSee- 
tionategreeting. *^ Dear Galisto," said Firmin, 
*^ appearanees are mueh against me. A ehain of 
mysterious aeeidents haye eontributed to exeite 
in your mind suspieions derogatory to my affec- 
tion as a brother, and perhaps to my honour as 
a man, but I ean assure you in truth that the 
peeuliar eireumstanees under whieh I labour 
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have alone given to my eonduet an air of erimi- 
nality whieh does not in reality esist^ 

** Then my suspieions are erroneous,*' inler- 
rupted <])ali8to hastily, ^^ and you do not loYe 
Gabriela?'' 

Firmin stated yisibly ; his eonseienoe was 
struek, and his heart whispered he did ; but he 
anawered evasively— " What would it sigmfy 
if I did, you are the man she Ioves, the one she 
has always loved| and will ever love. But I 
fear. . . . ." 

^^ What in Grod'^s name,^ exclaimed the other, 
8eizing his arm. 

" That it will be all in vain," added Firmiri. 
" To-morrow, perhaps, she wiU take leave of 
her friends; and the day after a bonvent will 
separate her firom the world.^ 

<< Oh no,— no,*' said Galisto in that tone ci 
ealmness that sudden madness is apt to assume, 
*^ fear it not You know I love her." 

** I know you do, my dear brother," said 
Firmin, observing the agony of mind he endured 
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by the-greAt ehange in his voioe, and kindly 
pressing both his hknds in his. *^ But how ean 
you oppose what het parents have res6ived upon ? 
You know her devoted obedienee to their eenn- 
mands, and howessential it is to a ehild's virtue 
and happiness to submit to their dietates/' 
' Hete Galisto burst forth into a parosysm of 
rage. ** Talk you of obedienee ?'• said he, 
pushing his brother froni him, ^^ have you 
found out it is essential to seeure a ehild's virtue 
and happiness ? Out updn your hypoerisy i 
They are not her paretits. Not they. A iather, 
and still less a mother, &ever immolate tp their 
f own eapriee, or that of another, an only daugb- 
ter— they do not bury her alive between two 
walls^nor eondemn her to live among fanatics 
and idiots, only to eurse the hour of her birth, 
and those who gave it— -they do not send her 
to hell the shortest'road. — Bsut it shall not be ; 
I am her only father and proteetor, and, by 
heavens! I'II take eare they do not send her 
there. I have a hand, and I have « sword, and 

VOL. XI. £ ^ 
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know the use'*of both. Let them eome aiu) 
tear her from me if they dare." 

At these words he walked agitatedly to and 
&o, uttmng the wildest rhapsodies, while his 
brother stood with his arms folded aeross. his' 
breast, reelining against the ereet stone pf tKe 
fountain, reflecting bn the words whieh had 
eseaped Galisto, and whieh had made a deep 
impre;ssion on his mind. ^^ Am I wretehed, 
then,'^ said he to himself, his head bent upon 
his ehest, ^^ beeause I haye disobeyed my father's 
eommands? Heayen knows it has eost me 
many a struggle ! but, were they not reproved 
by religion, and eould I have obeyed them with- 
out oSending the king ? No, I oould not ; and 
both were sins too deadly to be thought of. 
Disobedienee then, in my ease, was meritorious ; 
not so in GabrieWs ; her undutifulness militates 
agsunst her etemal 8alvation. Father Lobo 
proved it this moming to me. Her eonduet 
and mine, thten, diSer as widely as light does 
froin d^irkness.^ , 
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In this way Finiiin exculpated his eonduet 
from the eharge of disobedienee, and drew. 
favourabIe infefences, whieh only the maA whose 
mind is warped by BAnatieal prejudices eould 
have thought of finding. Meantime, Galisto's 
rage haying gradually subsided, he approaehed 
the plaee where his brother was, and after gazing 
awhile on him with looks of surprise, said he 
had made up his mind to go to town with him, 
and take Gabriela away from her parents' 
house. "You know,'' added he, " that our 
laws permit a suitor to take his mistress away 
trom her parents, and plaee her in a friend's 
house till the tribunal take proper cogmzance of 
the ease. I should never have thought of re- 
eurring to means whieh may appear violent to 
some, and raise in others suspidons pre]udicial 
to the purity of Gabriela's eharaeter ; but there 
is now no altemative left, and I must lose her^ 
and lose her for ever." 

^^ And where will you plaee her, supposing 
you aetually sueeeeded in earrying her off? for 
it is well to eonsider that iirst/' said Finnin. 

E 2 
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The quei&tion staggered his brother. ** Where 
are those powerfiil friends of your's, who will 
take eharge of sueh a trust?^ eontinued he, '^or 
who will set at defiance the indignation and in- 
Auenoe €f Don Antonio, to oblige you ? Un- 
ksB, indeed, you intend plaeing her in a nunnery, 
Where aleme she may find shelter against those 
injurious suspieions whieh you so justly fear 
might prejudice her in the opinion of the 
world." 

•* A nunnery !" exclaimed Calisto ; " there 
are none to whieh your father Confessor finds 
not firee aeeess ; and I would rather have Satan 
himself yisit the dweUing of my Gabriela, than 
that sueh a monster should eome within ten 
leagues of her.'* , 

Fermin erossed himseR ** Harte, Calisto T 
eried he, fixing his-resolute $ye upon him, " I 
ean endure all the opprobrious epithets you 
may please to heap on' me, but another blasphemy 
i^inst Father Lobo, and we part for ever." 

•* You ste a fool, then,*' said his brother, 
^^ and a fanatical dupe to boot," 
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*^ Be it so," said Pemia, ** but to your wise 
pUo. Let me suppose you find a hoiise» the 
respeetability of whieh wiU predude the sus- 
pidons of the world, think you, yom wiU eome 
triumpbantly off in the dedsion of the tribtHial ? 
Does not every man 'in oiBee know your politieal 
prindplesy and erery one of the clek^jmen, 
througb whose hands it most paas before the 
aSair ean be said to be finished, your religious 
ones ? Wbat th^ would be the use of making 
the attempt ? None in the world but thi»*^ 
to eome out defeai«ed in every stage of Khe pro- 
eeedings, leave Grabriela exposed to the exdted 
wrath of ber parents, and to the kughter or 
eooitempt of the world; ^nd lastly, deprive 
yourself 6f every hope of beeoming one day 
reeonriled to ber fiimily/* « 

These were reasons too oogent not to make 
an impressim on Sandoval's mind. ^^ Can you 
proeure me an interriew with Gabriela ?*' said 
he» after mueb hesitation, on the proper oourse 
k> take. 

«leannot," repUed his Iwother; «I have 



1 

I! 



78 sani)oval; oe, 

pledged my word not to mter£ere in the matter, 
and I should be aeting against tnj eonsdenee^ 
and the expre8s oommands of those whom I 
am bound to obey. ' Be^des," added he, ^' I 
advise you not to eome within the wails 6f 
LogroDo. You are an object of smspieion on 
the part of the goyemment, and your 8afety 
would be. endangered by shewing yourself 
there." • 

^^ I see,7 said Galisto, despondingly, *< I have 
no faYOur to expect irom any living man, not even 
£rom my own brother. I am an outeast from 
soeiety, — and yet why, why am I an outeast ? — 
for having kept my honour undefiled; for 
having done my duty to my eountry, and for 
remainuig faithful to the oaths I took before 
God and the world. Sueh are the erimes to 
whieh I owe all my miseries !^ 

^^ It gives me pain to refu6e you my assist- 
anee,^ said Fermin ; ^^ but do you reeolleet the 
i^ht when you surprised me with Gabriela in 
the garden of her house ? The object of that 
visit was no other, than to apprize her of a 
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determination taken agmnst you, and to obtain 
fram her a pledge whieh might have added 
force to my arguments, in persuading you to 
quit Logrono ; but before I eould see you, y ou 
were apprehended, and taken before the C6- 
raisionado Regio. Aieuous still to saye you, 
I foIlowed you there, and by my presenee 
prev^ted the design set on foot against you. 
You -were then dismissed, and I' had the 
* pleasure of seeing, that aware of the danger 
of your situation, ybu left the town imme- 
diately, whieh rendered useless any further 
interference from me. The pangs, however, 
whieh I endured for having thus innoeently 
giyai rise to suspieions in your mind, against 
Gabriela^s faith, and my own honour, and those 
added by the remorse of a eonseienee struggling 
with the reflection, that I had aeted eontrary to 
the reli^ous vows I had made at the feet of the 
oonfessional, wrung from me a promise, that I 
would never again interfere in any matters 
that eoneerned you and Gabriela, and that oath 
must not be violated." 
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Galisto was too well aware of the aH^ubduin^ 
inAuenee of religious prejudice8 on the miod 
of his brother» as well as of tbe inflexibility of 
his eharaeter, to reaort to entreaties whieh eould 
only have the effect of distressing his ^eelings^ 
without indueing him to yield; therefore, un-» 
willing to make usdess sdieitations about what^ 
he thought, ought to ]p4X)ceed firom ihe hnpulse 
of brotherly aSeetioh alone, be resolved to saek 
in his own resourees meaos fQr the prevaition of 
the meditated attempt on Gabriela's personal 
liberty ; and thanking his brother, though sonie^ 
what eoldly^ for what he had done for him, 
wished him more happiness than he himself 
enjoyed, and a speedy recovery {tom his politieal 
and religioiis «riors. 

Fermin, urged by the purest matives of 
affection, earnestly begged to be made ac« 
quainted with his intentions o^ designs respeeting 
Gabriela, that he might at least give his opinion 
as to their praetibility ; but Galisto assured him^ 
he hardly knew them himself, and eould not 
say whether the vague ideaa that Aoated in hia 
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knind would be reaUzed into a feasible plan or 
not. Consec[uently £he two brothers parted> 
after an aSee&mBie embraee, ihe one to return 
to town, and the odier to betakie.hiniself to his 
own anxious tboughts and plana* 

.There are &w hours more faTourable for eon- 
oentrating our mia^ative powers, and bringing 
them into aetion, than the season of midnight, 
pardeularly if to the uDdisturbed silenoe of the 
time, a solitary and seduded spot be added, 
both of whieh pur hero enjoyed, in his way to 
tio Hipolito's farm, and whieh eontributed to 

m 

aid him in forming a plan for yisiting Gabriela, 
xm the folIowing night, whieh might be un- 
attended with risk either to her or himself. 
This done he re-entered the farm by the ,yard 
at the baek of it. At the estremity of this 
yard was a kind of shed, undet whiieh a few 
oxen and mules, a mare, two or three donkeys, 
and a sow with haif a dozen sueking pigs, were 
lying amieably together, and at a Uttle distanee, 
in one eomer of the same sbed, and pa-ched 
m the wheels and barandas of a eart, about two 
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88 sandoval; or, 

dozen hens, eapons, and turkeys. Facing this 
Bhed, stood a pile of faggots made from the vine- 
shoots, and further on was the paja/r^ where the 
fanner'8 sendng men slept, in oon^pany with 
some hounds, on the straw with whieh it was 
filled. The lagar, ar plaee in whieh the grapes 
are pressed, oeeupied ailother side of the yard ; 
and, lastly, the famiiy dung-hill stood in the 
middle of it, rearing its bulky summit eon- 
sidierably above the surrounding object6, and 
diSuang odours very mueh in unison with the 
eleanliness of the rest pf the farm, and probably 
very grat^ul to honedt tio Hipolito's hens and 
^ pigs, but not at all so to Sandoval, who made 
the best of his way. to the room whieh had been 
assigned to him, and whieh unfortunately looked 
upon the said yard. 

He found in one eomer of it a bed, or rather 
some planks, raised from the ground by a eouple 
of stands, on whieh there was a straw mattress, 

* The houie i^ whieh the straw for the eattle is eon- 
tained, whieh being eut very small to give it them» mixed 
with barley and oats, must be enelosed under cover. 
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and^ over ita woollen one» whieh had served 
through many generations; isome idea may 
be formed^of its value when we say, that 
it had been left untouehed by the thousands of 
for^gners who had entered the village, during 
the late war, most of whom were not.at all niee 
in earrying away anything whieh might be of 
use in forming their bivouacs. On this same 
mattress, however, there was a sheet, whieh, for 
want of a eompanion, wasr doubled ; and so well 
tueked up and jpinned to the mattress- that it 
was more strietly speaking a saek, tlie materials 
of whieh also resembied it in quality and 
texture, and to eomplete the bedding, some-* 
thing between a blanket and a coverlet, d&- 
eorated with as many holes, and of about the 
same eolour as a standard of Napoleon^s imperial 
guard, covered the whole. Sueh was the rest^ 
ing plaee prepared for him by the tia Agustina; 
wbo, however, ought not to be blamed if it was 
not a better one, for the kind-hearted woman 
had got together what she had best in the 
house, and it is very probable her own was pot 
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tnere degant or commodiou8«— >^^ With wluit 
the monks and £riars earried away this morning,* 
thought Sandoyaly as he stretehed himself otk th^ 
bed with his elothes on> ^^the tia Agostina 
inight baye , fumisbed half of her hoUse as 
eommodiously as any man eould wish« But 
these are hatppy beings; few of them oonsider in 
the light of privation the misery they live in. 
Vet it is not that they are defident in intdleet^ 
or the eapability of enjoying a happier state of 
things, very far from it; but bereft of the hard 
eamed fruits of thor labours ahnost as soon as 
they obtain them, they alre eompelled to look at 
last with indifference on the comforts of Ufe, 
whieh, under the present order of things, (all or 
whieh eoneur to depress their natural genius) it 
is impossible they should ever enjoy, so that 
this hardy, intelligent, and reflecting peasantry^ 
gradually beeome poor, and consequentIy in- 
dolent; till at last, habit, whieh, they justly 
say, is a seeond nature, reeoneiles them to filth 
and misery." 

After these reAeetions^ he endeavoured to re^ 
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sign his 'senaes to 'the ihduenee of sleep; whieh 
probahly he would have enjoyed^ had it not 
been £or the noise and ninmiaging bf the rats 
(who got admittanee into his room through the 
large crevices of the door») among a heap of dry 
peas, that lay in one bom^ of it, and wbleh, 
to judge by the oraeking and grinding of their 
teetb, they seemed to relish atoasingly. To thit» 
must be added also the eooings 0f the pig^ns» 
oeeupying the room nie^t to his, who, frigbt» 
ened probably by the same sounds that dis^ 
turbed bim, ikw about the room, frequently 
striking and peeking against the door. Day<« 
light, howeyer» soon droye the rats to their holes; 
but then the bustle in the yard of tio Hipolito's 
iBerrants, who eommeneed getting ready their 
beasts to go with them to their usual hiboiurs itk 
the fields, the (irowing of tbe eoek, tbe grunting 
of the disturbed pigs^ the twitterings of the 
sparrows, that had their nests dose by the win* 
dow, and e^e into his room (o piek up what^ 
ever they eould find ; and, above all^ the Aeas» 
that fed en him with an eagmiess whieb inti* 
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mated a eoneiousness that they should make 
the mo8t of their time, as they were likely soon 
to lose their^prey, droye him out of his room to 
ramble about the oountry, and thus get rid at 
onee of his troublesome eompanion's. 
/ In this waik, Sandoyal obseryed the cheerful- 
ness of that industrious and mueh injured elass of 
soeiety, who from three in the moming till seven ^ 
at night, under all the ehanges of the weather, 
whether in summer or winter, with eold, ridn, ch: 
a seorehing sun over their heads, labour to 
make the earth produee what they are hardly 
allowed to taste of, mueh less to enjoy. He 
heard with a pleasure mixed with oompassion, 
the merry sounds of the labourer, who thrust- 
ing vigorously with one hand the plough-share 
in the ground, and direeting the oxen or the 
mules ypith the other, pursued his labour and 
his song, as if both were inseparable from eaeh 
other, thoiigh now and then an oath to the 
mules, or a little pause where unusual exertion 
was required, interrupted the latter for the mo- 
ment. Seldom do these men retum to the 
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yillage or farms> before the settmgof the sun, par- 

tieularly if the ^elds they labour in are at a dis- 

tanee from thdr homes. A loaf of bread, some 

eheese, or a pieee of 'eold meat, and a piteher 

ofwater, serves them till they retum at night, 

where a bason of sopas de (yo^ a dish of baoon 

and eggs,, a few yegetables, and a pint of wine is 

seryed up to them for their supper. The gene- 

rality of these men are robust, and well made, 

temperate, and honest,.kind-hearted, and fond 

of obhging ; but in order to obtain fayour with 

them, it is absolutely neeessary to treat them 

with something more than oondeseension, with 

kindness and almost d'eference ; for if you hurt 

their pride, or treat them with haughtiness, or 

aiiything like the levity of eontempt, they be- 

eome enemies, as inyeterate as they are eapable 

of being faithful friends. To the truth of this, 

let the French under Napoleon, who to their 

sorrow experienced it, testify^ 

On his retum from his ramble, Sandoyal par- 

• Garliesoup. 
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Uxk ct tia Agustina'A homely breakfast of fried 
^ggs^ 9iu$ags9f «nd baGon, f umbhed by the pige 
«odbeoflaf her ow&yard* He elso tastad some 
cf ber wiae^ . whkh though oot very old, (for 
in a wioe oountry people aeldom keep it more 
than two or three years^ was nerertheless 
Very goodi This m(»iiing duty done, he wrote 
a letter to Gabriola, in whieh he requested an 
intenriew in her garden at any hour of the night 
that might be oonyenient to herself ; after whieh 
he ealled Iloque aside, and desired him to set 
off immediately to town, with instruetions to 
lee Rosa, and request her to deliTer to her mis- 
trets the letter he had written, without one 
minute's loss of time. — " Now,'' added he, **avoid 
any of the famiiy to whom you are known» and 
use aU posnble diligenee to obtain, and bring 
bad^ an answer to this message. Above all do 
Dot, by your ehattering and laziness, spoil all 
iBgain, if you should sueeeed. — Now, away, and 
do not stand there like a fool." 

" I stood," said Iloque, trying to look very 
mueh surprised, ^^ endeavouring to eateh the 
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eeho of'your words; fOr I eould hardly per* 
1 uade inyseir it wss you who spoke. How now i 
I spoil things by Ghattering» >aiid by the otber 
nasty word you have juft used ? When haye I 
done 8o, I pray you ? Was it yesterday or 
when was it?— It is well for yoU that you are 
my master^^' added be^ shaking his head^ 
'^ odierwise I would soouer tear my tongue fi0ra 
my throat than say another word to you.*' 

Having said this, he hastened away to saddle 
his horse, and immediately set o£P for I^ogroSo^ 
rejoiced at the opportunity thus afforded him 
of seeing his mistress, and sendng his master* 
His eagenie» to re^eh Don Antonio's houae» 
soon brought him into the town, where, ^ no 
soemer had he alighted at his favourite inn» and 
saw his horse well aooommodated, than he 
marehed up to the plaoe whieh endosed bis 
beart's best treasure. Unfortunately for him 
the Biseayan porter, who was an avowed, and 
what is worse, aa vnsuccessful rival of bis, kept 
atotry at the door with more ithan usual ri^ 
lanee, and prevented him from making any 
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attempt to penetrate into the house, ashe would 
otherwise baye dohe. In this emergeney, he 
had no other alteniative than to paee up and 
down before the door, and wateh a faYourabIe 
opportunity of gaining admittanoe; but seYeraT 
hours elapsed before one offered itsdf. Mean- 
time he obsenred a good deal of bustle going on 
about 'the house. Ladies and gentlemen 
deeked in their gala. dresses arriYed in ear- 
riages, sedan-ehairs, iand on foot, followed by 
serYants, also dressed in their hply-day elothes. 
Within the house, too, he heard an unusual 
noise, though he eould not tell whether it was 
that of merriment alone. There were, howeyer, 
yarious indieations that a great festiyal was 
about to take plaee; for tbe seryants went 
out with empty salyers, and returned loaded 
with things, whidi, though carefully eoyered, 
emitted rieh and pleasant . odours. — ^^ A pretty 
joke if it were Dona Gabriela's marriage !^' said 
Roque to himself, ^'I should do wisely to stand 
aloof from my master ; for as sure as day-light 
he'll kill the first man who tells him of it. — But, 
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by Barrabas ! ean I find no way to get in, and 

see what is going on ?'' 

By dint of raeking his brains, he reoolleeted, 
that in a narrow lane leading to the banks of 
the riyer by a steep deseent, there was a small 
priyate door whieh opened into the garden, 
and through whieh he had frequently gained 
admittanee into the house, 'being sometim^ Ieft 
unloeked. He immediately went round to try 
his luek that way, and, to his greatrelief, found 
that it opened at the first effort. He now stole^ 
in with eautious steps towards the seryants hall, 
whieh he .found so erowded with male and 
female 8ervants of the eompany who wer^ 
in the house, that he took his eomer amcHig 
them without being partieularly notieed. Here 
he remained in momentary expectation of seeing 
Rosa appear; but in this he was also disap- 
pointed ; for Rosa was at that moment with her 
young mistress, oeeupied as may be seen in the 
next ehapter. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Koi]f ht is then ander heaTen'i wide hallowednesi 
That BieTM morA dear eompaMton of the mind, 
Than beaaty brought to unworthy wretehedness 
By «nTy'a •narM, or fottvB«'8 freak8 unkind : 
h wbither lately throug h her brightneBs blind« 
Or throagh alleglanee and fast fealty, 
Whieh I do owe anto all wwiiaiildBd» 
Feel my heart piereed with ao great agony, 
When «aeh I sm» that all for pity I eoald die« 



Pnoii what has been hinted above, our 
readers doubtleas guess, that the festive pre* 
tNurations going onat Don Antonio's house, had 
no other object than the eelebradon of an erent, 
whieb was to reduoe the unhappy Gabriela to 
the Btate of a nun. We will not tire their patienee 
by detailing here the various arguments' urged 
by Father Lobo to persuade her parents to 
make a sacrifioe, as unnatural as it was eruel ; but 
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whieh he repre^ted as tbe moBt gratifyiiig they 
oould offer to the Diyimty. His artful reasonings, 
falling as they did upoh iita beings, who had no 
will but his, eould tkoi be received by th^ other- 
wise than with the utmost deference and sub^ 
misision. In justioe toDon AntoniOy boweyer^ 
we must say^ that, notwithstanding his eon* 
stitutional weakness, he withheld his eonsent as 
long as he was allowed to fight it oat in single 
eombat with the father Confes8Dr; but when 
DoSa Angela, who see^ed to take as mueh 
pleasure in opposing her husbond's wishes, as 
in granting those of Father Lobo, stept forward 
to baek his antagonist, the poor man's strength 
soon ffuled him, and he was gradually driven 
from the field of battle in utter and impotent 
despair. 

As for Gabriela herself, she had in vain ex- 
hausted all her tears and entreaties, her bigoted 
and imperious mother being deaf and blind to 
every thing, except the dietates 6f her own 'mis- 
taken devotion. Thus the day {ot her taking 
leaye of the world, as it is (^Ued^ that in whieh 
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the unhappy yietim sees for the last time her 
iriends, being fixed, Gabriela saw it arrive with 
agohie^ not easily to be deseribed. 

About the same time when SandoYal^s ser- 
vaiit reaehed Don Antonio's house, the unfor- 
tunate Gabriela was in her own aparment, be- 
wailing the eruel lot that was preparing for her. 
Hardly able to support herself, she had sunk 
into an arm-ehair, where for sonie minutes she 
lay in a state of exhaustion ; her head reelining 
against Rosa's arm, who at the same time 
pressed one of her mistress^s hands to her lips' 
.and wept over her, endeavouring by the most 
sooithing expressions to allay her deep-rooted 
grief, and ^xhorting her to eoUeet h^rself/ and 
esert aU her fortitude. Gabnela' opened her 
eyes, swoUen by the tears she had shed during 
a sieepless night, and fixing them (hi Bosa*s, 
gently shook her head, and said in a faint and 
thrilling voice, while the flash of fever o^er-' 
spread her pale eheeks, and a smile of agony 
fdayed on her almost livid lips : " No forti- 
tude of mine, Rosa, ean bear me through this 
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painf ul trial. ; To take leave of the world is not 
what grieyes me; fdr painful as the sacrific^ 
.seems, I eould aoeomplish it ; but to be tom 
from what my heart most loves, to hear his 
yoiee no more, to relinguish all hope of ever 
seeing himj alas ! leannot, Rosa, I eannot.^' 

These words she utterere^i amidst sighs and 
sobs, whieh were quickly followed by a ' ilood 
of tiears. " Good God !'' she exclaimed, when 
this iirst burst of grief was over, sitting up in 
the diair, and tbrowing baek with both ber 
hands the blaek shining loeks that fell in ring- 
lets over her face and neek, ^^ must I be forced 
into a eondition I abhor ? Must I be dragged 
to a plaee where, instead of living resigned; I 
shall only die miserable? And is it indeed 
possible that this eompulsion proeeeds from my 
own parents ? That to them I shaU owe a life 
of wretehedness in this world, and the etemal 
toiinents of the world to eome? Alas! ean 
this really be .?" 

" For heaven's sake, my dear Senorita, ealm 
your grief. IJere eomes your mother, wipe off 
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your tears, I ent^est you,^ iaid the affectionate 
Rosa, giving her a handkerchief, whieh Gs^ 
briela hastily passed over her eyes, as a ehild, 
who, fearing her mother's rebuke, seeks to eoa^ 
oeal what might give rise to them. 

Dona Angela now eame in^ preeeded by two 
maid-servants bringing two handsome salyers, 
in one of whieh the splendid apparel whieh 
Gabriela was to wear to take an eternal farewell 
of her friends, was carefully folded ; and in the 
other a wreath of white roses and 8everal eostly 
trinkets, belonging to the family, to adom ber 
persem on this oeeasion. The sight of these, 
and still more the stem oountenanee of her 
mother, made her blood run eold in her veins. 
The 6alvers bdng depo»ted on a toilet before a 
large looking glAss, the two maid^rvants with- 
drew, both easting a look of pity on their young 
mistress^ Who eontinued trembling in her ehair. 
The mother then drew a ehair beside 6a- 
briela^Sy and eommanded Bosa to bring her the 
salv6r whieh contftined the jewels. ^^ This dia- 
mond neeklaee,^ «aid she, pointing to it with a 
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fan she held in her hand, "wasyour grand- 
^mother's by your father's side. It was be- 
queathed by her to our miraeulous lady of the 
Pilar of Zaragoza. It deeked that holy image 
for more than thirty years, dll the profane 
French Jaid siege to that eity, when a friend of 
your father, the. pious arehdeaeon of the Ca- 
thedral, obtained possession of it, and returned 
it to'Don Antonio, who has sinee paid one hun- 
dred thousand reals,* to presewe in the family 
this preeious relie. No oi^e has ever wom it 
yet, for it would be the height of profanation 
even to tdueh what our Lady of the Pilar has 
worn; but on an oeeasion when you, happy 
diild ! are to eonseerate yourselT ta the seryiee 
of Jesus ehrist, (erossing herself) I have re- 
solved, after taking our father Confes9or's 
advice, that you should wear it, ^d I have 
no doubt that it will enable you to discover that 
the greatest good we ean enjpy in this World is 
the spiritual graee. The other trinkets have been 

* One thousand pounds. 

VbL. II. F 
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also blessed by our pious. bishop^ and will like* 
wise eontribute to inspire you with the resigna* 
tion whieh you are somueh in want of/' 

^^Alas! deae motber,^ said Gabriela, elasp* 
ing Dona Angelas hand between both her own, 
^^ am I then really to be led to a eanyent f Must 
I lose my home, my parents, my.friends, my 

" ^afrown.the mnther eaused her to 

withhold the word whieh so readiiy eame to her 
lips,) " all, in a word P'* she added. " Doea not 
the Yoiee of nature disapprove in that bosom 
fipom whieh I drew my first sustenanee, the 
sacrifice you are on the point of makin'g of your 
onlyehild? Why bring me into the world, if 
you now d^^ve me of my liberty, and render 
my existenGe. wretebed? For heaven's sake^ 
mother, have pity on me. Be moved by my 
tears. Hear my entreaties. Where shaU I 
find eompassion if my mother refuses it to me ? 
For the sake (^ lyhat you love most in this life, 
I entreat you, here at your feet, to shut me up 
in this apartment, and exclude from it the light 
of day, rather than force me ihto a Iife \^hich I 
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abhor eyen more than death itself, and whieh^ 
must be the oause of my eternal despair.'" 

£ven Dona Angela's rigidity of eharaeter 
was not pTOof against this wbrm and passionate 
appeal. She tumed her head aside and raised 
one hand to her eyes while holding the other 
baek she gently repelled the efforts of*her 
daughter,/ who, on her knees, extended her 
arms towards her in an imploring attitude, her 
eyes streaming with tears, and her bosom heav- 
ing painfully. It is probable that the tfermina- 
tton of this seene would hare been favourdble 
to Gabriela's wisbes; but whiie the mother^s 
heart wavered between f^lings of eompassion, 
and those, properly speaking, of bigotry, the 
father Confessor made his appearanee at the door 
of the apartment, and one glanee of displeasure 
from him was enough to j3tifle the voice of 
nature, and eomplete tbe triumph bf fanaticismi 
She immediately extricated her hand from Ga- 
briela^s grasp, and risbg from her ehair, stood 
up and gazed stemly on her.— ** N6 more words/^ 
she said, ^^ tbe^ne is yonr dress^ and there ar^ 
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the ornaments whieh you are to wear with it. 
In an hour's time I expect to see you enter the 
drawing-room in your new habit, and let me see 
that you attend to my eommands, or you shall 
rue your obstinaey and disobedienee.'" 

Gabriela implored her mother by all the Saints 
in heaven not to enforce her eommands ; but 
Pather Lobo nodding to the mother, she imme- 
diately left the room. Gabriela rushed after 
. her ; but the monk arrested her steps by seizing 
on her arm. — " Why, lady, fly you thus from 
yourself .^" said he, with an austere voice, ** pught 
you not rather to be rejoiced at Anding a plaee 
where you will be sheltered from the eontinual 
dangers and wieked suggestions of the world, 
the devil, and the flesh, than risk your etemal 
salyation by remaining exposed to its dangers ? 
Ought the temporal and perishable pleasures of 
the world to be preferred to the good of your 
soul.'* The guilty passion you are inwardly 
eherishing, in spite of your exceUent parents' 
admonitions, alone makes you look upon the 
religious state with horror and detestatio^. — But 
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belieyie me, my dear ehild,^ he added, with a 
8ofter tone of voice, ^^ when you are onee in the^ 
eonyent, and the graee of God begins to en- 
lighten your heart, your sentiments will yery sopn 
alter; those sinful tears will be ehanged into 
sweet smiles; and those unworthy sighs into 
heayenly joy. Onee the spouse of Je8us Ghrist, 
doubt it not, you will be an' angel on earth." 

Gabriela found it very difficult to extricate 
her arm from the monk's grasp ; but having 
suoeeeded' in it, she sud in a firm and resolved 
manner — ^* Leave me, Sir, and I beg you ano- 
ther time Hot to intrude into my apartment, as 
you have done to-day. As for your speeious 
reasonings, I have sense enough not to be de- 
liided by them ; I was bom a woman, for my 
misfortune, and ean neverbe an angel. Besides, 
more ihah one nun have confided seerets to me, 
whieh they would not diselose even to their eon- 
fessors; and I have sufficient reasons to appeal 
to heaven against the unjust violenoe of my 
parents, and the pious bribes with whieh you 
have stided in them the voice of parental a^Tee- 



\. 




•100 •sAinDoTAi'; OR, 

«tidn. Wiiat motiyes hse^e urged you toit^ yoii 
yoiirse^ know best ; «bnt He ' wfao is abore 
knows them ako, and woe to you xf they.an 
against his lawir 

The monkinade aa attemptHo spbak; bat 
she, pointing to the door with a high and eom* 
^manding look, tumed away from him, and he 
left the room, ottsdng on her « sidelong glanoe 
of resentment mixed with soom. — ^^ Yillain !" 
eried Gabriela) as he withdrew, " I know you 
well ; but your wiekedness «haU not avail you 
with me,^vv%ether at homeo^in a oonvent ....'* 
(here she m^de a pause,) ^' a ooBvent ! said I P'^ 
alas ? must I think of it ? — Ah ! I fear there is ' 
no remedy. — ^Where is my father, Rosa ?" 

" He left town yesterday,* replied the ma^, 
" and, as- he did riot leave word where he was 
going, I suspeet the design fof his joumey was 
to avoid an appeal from you, whieh^ lam oer- 
tain, be eould not faave witfastood ; ieind by wfaic}i 
h^ cQtiId not faave failed to give offence to your 
mother.*' 

*^Sothenfae toohas forsaken liis daughter» 



wd «he ha0 ito {mteetion left!" said Gabriek, 
with a deep'dmwn figfa; ^^I inust leave loy 
hoinefor eyer, andwithouta farewdl'emhrace 
{noim him who giiye me being !— fp©m him, who 
vfept with JQy wh^ieyer I impi^nted on his 
eheek the good-^nigbt kiss! .j^as!' Bo^^ I eanr 
not bear tbis, my liwt fc buteliiig.'^ 

As the unibrtuiiate ^rL^poke, ahe thi^ew h^r- 
self into Rosa'^H arms, whosebosom sbepioist^ed 
with a flood of tear^ ; ;biit grief, whi^h also ex- 
hausts itself by emtitpied exeEtion, ira& now be- 
ginning to abate, and her n^tu^ al 'l%h-minde«d- 
aess, finnness, and resolution sodii topk their plaee 
an l^r bose^ Sbe raised her h^ad from Roaa'iS 
shpulder, wiped off her t6ars,.ajad sat down eom- 
posedly at her.toilet — ^* Be^n.the undress,^ she 
«sud to her mald, ^^ and let me assume that 
^bridal dress, or rather £bat shroud in whieh I 
mbl to be buried aliye.-^Ikess my hair first, — 
- thpugh to-morrow these eurling loeks," added 
she, passing her hand on.a eluster of them that 
f^U on her heayuig bosom, '^ of whieh I was so 
;pfOud^ wil.l;a|l fall to the earth. Bu^ tbQy>.]^ 
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their mistressy will no longer excite envy. — Yet 
stay, ^ive me the seissors. — Whidi are the two 
haodsomest ?" 

^* You are not going to eut them, my dear 
Senoritar' said the weeping maid, alarmed at 
•se^ng with what a bold hand she took the 
sdssors and applied them to the loeks. 

" Why not, you Toolish thing ?*■ said Gabriela, 
her eountenanoe enlivened by a soft smile-^ 
•" would you not rather have one of thenl, than 
see them all the pray of the winds, or doomed 
to some yet meaner destiny ? — ^Here put this in 
your bosom, and keep it as aremembranee fit)m 
me. The other, give me a green ribbon to tie it 
with (for I will not yet give up hope) and keep 
it, — ^you know foF whom. A feiv days ago, I 
would sooner have parted with the very apples 
of my eyes than with those two loeks; but 
the times are ehanged, and we see «^en the 
proudest things of nature fall never to rise 
again r , 

" Are these strings iDf pearls in this salver to 
befixed round your tresses? They oontrast 
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beautifiilly with your ebbny hair,^ said Ilosa, 
holding them against her mistress's head. 

^^ I suppose they are," said Gabriela, taking 
them in ber hand and examining them, *^ pretty 
baubles enough, the toys of our 8ex, and I 
haye heard some fiiends of mine say, often 
the pledges of the Tillainy and deeeit of the 
other.'' 

" Ah, 'tis even so,'* said Rosa, "f(wr T have 
myself obseryed, that when men give us these 
things they think they have a daim to ali they 
ask ; but woe to her who gives'them all th6y ask 
as a reeompense for those gifts ; she is sure to be 
deceived, and afterwards laughed at by the very 
man she listened to." 

'^ But men are not all so, Rosa,*^ said her 
mistress. 

^^ God forbid !" exclaiined the maid, ^* I ean 
say for myself, that the only man I ever loved, 
though he has given me many fine things,^fine 
for me I mean, — ^has never asked anything in 
retum." 

Gabriela smiled, and said, ^^You are fortu- 
nate in your ehoiee, then P^ 

F 8 
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'' So fiEff/V«aid fio88, «« I haT« eertainly beeh 
fortunate." 

*^ So f ar , ! *^ repeated her mistms'^ ^ why, ehilel, 
you don''t mean to try «lotber, do you ?^ 

'" Not i£ I ean help it ; bntif evcr he sbould 
for6ake me, I protnise you I wiIl.«^But wiH you 
wear this garland to-day ?*' said Rosa. 

*^ Garland !^' exclaimed Gabriela, ^^ eall it « 
erown of thoms, andyou will speak more to the 
purpose." 

^^ You look well in it, tbough. It seems sd 
innoaent and pure, and matehes so well }rour 
smooth and white forehead, that it appears as if 
It were a part of it" 

" You Httle Aatt^rer," said Oabriela, gently 
striking her eheek with one of her Angers, ^^ you 
striye to make me eoneeited; but this same 
-smooth forehead will be wrkikled ere many 
months are over." 

*^ Ah, dd not say so," added Rosa kissing it, 
^ you said just now that you would not giye up 
hope yet." 

' « Well, 'be it so," returned, Gabriela with a 
sigh, ^^ and if I said it, may Ood grant it. — But 
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buid md iioLt \dbale silk'^wii, and .the other 
wlneh I 'ain to wear orer it «>f Freiieh Uioe.? 

<^Holy Yi^n! what a iBagiuSeeiil i^obe !** 
etiieA Rosa, as she uilk£aided thellade dkess,'^ what 
8|^eiidid emhmd^ thi»df !C^e bordere, and 
bow beautiiiiily m>fked it ib i ^ There tieyer waiii 
another Uke thifr teeaiany where. It sets 
sweetly too. it thak^.your small waist Idok 
adli smaller^ and fitB without Fopming a «ingte 
wrinkle^ But aliow me to assist you in putting 
on these white satin shoes.^ 

Gabriela now stood opposite 'a. full->lengtb 
l6oking«glas8,- and said, as she tumed herself 
yarious ways with stiU some woridly oompla^ 
«eney ; — ** The dress is well made md splendid; 
but I am deadly pale. I look more like the spirit 
of some mttrdered being rismg from the tomb, 
'lhan one who yet breathes the air Df life, siad 
ibels her heart throb within her bosom. — Biit 
give me the yeil, aind let us eom^dete this heart- 
siekening tbilet. Yet too soon shall I say fai^ 
\«rell, and for ey6r, to all this finery !" 

The yeil being now carefully piiined td hfir 
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hair, she let down hsr .iaee the fore-part of it^ 
and made one or two steps towards the door; 
but the agitatiou whieh she fe)t at this moineiit> 
and the violent throbbings of her heart overc^e 
her for some instants, and she sat down gasping 
for breath, and thinking thai although some 
degree of eourage is required to form a resolution, 
it is chiefly at the moment of its eseeutiou that aU 
its springs must be brought into aetion, or dse 
the purpose falls to the ground« . She then ex^ 
erted herself to recover all her Armness, in whieh 
she sueeeeded, after drawing a deep sigh, whieh 
seemed eonsiderably to relieve her^ and then she 
stood up again breathing freely. — ^NowRosa,!' 
she said^ in a resolved tone, ^^ my mind is made 
up, and let eome what may Tll not shnnk again.? 
Saying this she walked out of her apartment 
with, a firm step, and passing through seyeral 
rooms, she reaehed the ante-saloon, where the 
.senrants of the bouse with several others belOTg- 
ing to the &iends of the family, who had beea 
invited to ^pend the day with Gabriela, were 
assembled in variou3 groups, conversing on the 
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kpproaehing festiyal. On . seeing her appear, 
they all drew up into two files, and bowed and 
Gk>d blessed her, as she passed, some whisp«5- 
ing, — ^^ what a pity it is, that sueh a beautiful 
'•ereature should be lost to the world !" others, 
" how pale she looks, poor thing 1*' others 
again, — '*she is used tyrannieally, but they 
should drag me if I were her," — every beholder, 
in a word, felt pity for this devoted^ victira <rf 
mohkish villainy and blind bigotry. 

Among this erowd of servants.our faithful 

'Roque was waiting impaliently Rosa's appear- 

;ance. No sooner he observed her behind her 

mistress than he thrust himself forward to attraet 

her notiee, and then beekoned her to follow him. 

The maid, whose duty to her mistress terminated 

at the ante-saloon, whieh adjoined.the draw- 

. ing-room whither, aeeording ,to striet eti(}uette 

sheeould not f6llow her, unless ealled fcHr, Ieft 

lier now, and ran after Roque down a narrow 

. stairease whieh led to the garden, where, after 

one or two minutes running, she overtook him 

in one of the thiek leaved pavilions that looked 
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OD die rivar.— " I iDarVel <t your imjpfQAmxy 
«ttd Ae to. him, «b sooti «ui sbe fecovered lier 
teeath, ^ who inTited you bere ?^ 

** Your e^res» and mj soPtrereign will, Tight 0f 
mj heart^" said Bo^ue, f}assing his hand linder 
'herehin» 

** Gome, no notiseiise,*' sidd ahe, skpping hiK 
h«Dd, ^^ I am not in a humour to listen to yout 
«trayaganees now.'* 

^^ And how am I to know when you are 
in humour or out of it?'' enquired[ Roque. 
^^ Did*nt you tell me yesterday that you were 
angry with me, heeause I didn^t eome to see you ; 
well ! here I am, and yet you look more peeyish 
•now than yesterday.— But I ought ta know that 
a weather.4X)ck is another word for woman." 

^^^ And fool another name for Ro^ue," added 
Bosa shiurply. *< £lse, why eome on a day like 
this ? Don't you know that my young mistress 
is going to-day to take leaye of her friends, and 
'to-morrow I'Bhall lose her for eyer? Is this 
not enough to oeeupy me ? You i^ight hk^ 
ehosan your time better, I think.'^ 
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^^ Welly do &ot be angryy.my jewel ; ior aAer 
all I Gome only with a message froiii m y ma^ta* 
to your mi&tress.'' He then deHrered the en»Bd 
with whieh he was entrusted, at fuU len^tb, 
mkd with . all the addkions irhieh he thou'ght 
were wanting to obtain Rosa^s good word ; but 
she shook her head, and said dse did not know 
whether her mistress would-eonsent to itor not^ 
though on her part she woukl try, as soon «s 
6he found an opportunity , to give her the note . 
and persuade her to grantthe interview,.wliicfa, 
liowever, she feared would not be* so easily 
obtained as she Would probably be watehed by' 
her mother.— ^^- Meantiuie/' she added, ^^ give 
I>on Galisto this loek of my mistress's haue, 
and tell him to keep up his spirits, and loae 
no hope; for sueh are her eommand& And 
4iew, for'6od''d sake, be olT, and do not i^ipear 
again here till to-night, about eight, when I 
will endeavour to see you." 

Saying this she tripped Her way baek as 
Hghtly SA a deer, without paying theleastat- 
tention to the eamest ^treaties of Boque to 
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remain one minute longer. — " The jade ?*' eried 
fae, ^^ is gone without giving me a single kiss ! 
— But, how now?" added he starting baek, 
" are you abo here?" 

^^Sirrah !" eried his master, emerging from 
behind a thiek eluster of laurel bushes, " is 
this the way you serve me? I send you at 
six in the morning, and it is liow near noon^ 
and you are still here. You might have kept 
your love a£Pairs for another opportunity, I . 
should think.'" 

," -Now, by the twelve Apostles^ this is too 
bad V\ exclaimed Roque, '^ how eould I help^ 
it? Have I not been waiting and kieking my 
heels about this plaee till this moment, and at 
the risk of havingmy shoulders well warmed by 
a shower of blows? And. . • . .^* 

^^ And what answer ?" interrupted his master 
impatiently. 

" You must wait till I get it,* and that, if Gk)d 
pleases, not till eight to-night," said Roqu^, 
^* and,*Qioreover, I advise you to make the best 
of your way out of this house ; for, I wot, there 
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are now many friends df yours within, who would 
not yish a better sight than to see you hanging 
from the highest, gallows in Spain. — This way, 
this'way; for I have found the baek garden 
door open, and I think it will admit us again to« 
night." 

Saying this he led, or rather dragged, his 
master to the littie door that led out to the 
narrow lane above mentioned; and, careful]y 
shutting the door after him, they both di&-. 
appeared. 
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eHAPTEa V. 



Old BrrorttkOB, with ihades iinpare* 

Thrawa Mered Troth behind : 
Yet, someUmet. through the deep obMmre 

She bareta apon the mind. 

Sleep, and her aiiter, Silenee, reign, 

They loele the shepherd'a foldy 
Bat, hailr — I hear a lamb eomplain, 

TiM lost apon the wold ! 

eDNNmORAM. 



OuR narratiye, intemipted by Roque'8 intru- 
sion, leads us baek to the drawing-room door, 
where we lefit our young vestal on the point of ap» 
pearing before a erowd of &iends, or more pro« 
perly speaking aoquaintances, wbo were m mo- 
mentaryexpectationof sedingherappear. Among 
sueb a uumerous eompany as were there assem* 
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bled^ it was nataral that there should be some 
kind*he8ited and friendly, othera lukewarm and 
indi^erent, and others (we trust the smallest 
'portion,) mdignant and wieked. To judge 
fh)m the di^Terent espressions of their eoun- 
tenanees, we are justified in saying, that sueh a 
diTkion is perfecdy eonreet^ for no sooner did 
Uiose to whom we haye givai the plaee of pra- 
fetence see Gabriela walk in with almost the 
paleness of death stamped on her iine eounte* 
nanee, than their faces ehanged to an expre8&i(m 
of grief and anxietj, and their eyes were seen 
suddenly iBlling with tears. There even was a 
youHg fijend of GalNiela's, who, forgetfuI at 
the moment of the plae'e and object of her visit, 
spruBg from her ehair, and running towards 
iher friend, threw her arms round her neek, ex- 
€}akning «nidst sighs «nd tears, ^^ Oabrieb^ 
my deae, you are saeritioed,!^^ 

GabrieLu wlio had till ihen kept up her res»- 
hitkm weU, wbb grea^ly moved at diis aSeediig 
piiMaf Gf friendsfaip. Her fiim step began to 
-Kadliate, die tsnembled in «11 lier Umbs, aad 
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was at Jength eompelled to throw herself in a 
fainting state on the first ehair sbe saw vacant, 
unable to reaeh the prineipal sofa in the middle 
of the room, where a plaee had been assigned 
to her near the greatest deyotee of ' Logrono. 
Tbis lady, who longed to have her near her, 
to eongratulate her on the holy vocation she 
had so wisely adopted, and treat her with a long 
leeture about the most effectiye way of obtaining 
the spiritual graee, got into a great passion 
against the silly'girl, as she ealled her, who had 
disootnposed the plaeidity of Gabriela^s mind, 
by yielding to sueh worldly impulses, as did 
also Do&a Angeia, who edt on one side of her. 
Meantime, the indifferent part of the eompany, 
who, wishing to be thbught yerymueh inte- 
rested in Gabriela's welfare, were obliged to 
have reeourse to appearanoes, added eonsi. 
derably to the confusion ereated by this little 
ineident, by running baekwards and ^orwards^ 
wringing their hands^ and uttering yarious ex- 
elamations, while the worse part of the yisitors 
interehanged a malighant smile with eaeh other» 
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when not obseryed by the rest, and tried to look 
very mueh eoneemed when they inet more eha- 
ritable eyes. x*^ These are unfortunate aed- 
dents, but the fish is well hooked, it will not 
eseape us," whispered into Father Lebo's ear 
his worthy nephew, who, as our readers have 
doubtless antieipated, was one of the eompany, 
and had ndt forgottfn his white kerseymere 
pantaloons, hessian boots, trimmed with gold 
eord and tassels, and his best embrbidered eoat, 
with the eross of Gharles III. on the left flap. 

*^ Thanks to me, then^'' said the monk, with 
an air of eomplaoeney. ^^ I had to grapple with 
more than one pre]udice ; but they all gave way 
to my superior management. Strike terror into 
people*s souls, and you are sure to tiiumph 
over every human obstaele; that is the great 
seeret by whieh I have aeeomplished deeds, 
whieh to the pusillanimous appeared impossible ; 
and it is what J reeommend to our friends of 
the eapital.'^ 

*^ Aye, and what they follow too,^ my re- 
speeted ehampion of the faith, true diseiple of 
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Saint Dominie, and worthy sueeessor of Tor* 

« 

r6quemada,^ added ArtimaSa, with that peou« 
liar grin of his with whieh he usUiEdly acoom«> 
panied his own jocular observations. 

While Gabriela's frien4s Aoeked around her, 
eaeh to oiTer either eonsolation or elix)rs, there 
was in a eomer of the room one, who, feeling. 
the horror of her dtuation more aeutely than 
even herseli^ now and then east his anxious 
eyes oyer the people's heads towards the plaee 
where she sat, and then withdrawing them 
slowly fixed them on the ground in slent medi- 
tation. ^^ Can sueh a forced sacrifioe be grate- 
ful to the AlmightyP^ said he to himself. 
^^ Will not the reluetant victim inwardly murmur 
against the violence offered to her feelings-^ac« 
euse her parents of barbarity, — and even eall in 
question the justice af ^eaven ? And if she 
do SO9 is not her future happinees on the brink 
of etemal perdition ? Itis, — itis! And yet I, 
who have an influence ove9r her parents' minds, ' 
— l who ean save her, am here to witness it — to 
see^perhaps, the demoiis of bellriseand dragher 
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to the abodes of the guilty-r^there to tear 
asunder vith their^ laeerating daws those deli« 
eate limbs, mangle that divine form under their 
doyen feet, and torment her everlastingly, now 
in eauldrons of. sulphur and buming piteh^ and 
now- in their pits of &eezing iee.* And shall I 
permit this? No, not while I breathe,^* added 
the itnpetuous Permih) rushing to the middle of 
the room, His mind so worked up by the horrors 
his imagination had depieted, tbat, uneonseious 
of those who were around him, be vociferated 
with all his might^ his features distorted by 
horror and di^ay, ^' Dona Angela, no more 
of this!-^I see l^ions of devils rising! — they 
eome, they eome! — ^8ave. her, save heri-^holy 
water, a crucifix, the goapels^ the goi^iels i^ 

At these eries, the terrified eompany suddenly 
rose from their plaees» and the most timid, 
rushing towards the door, gave ihe impulse to 
the rest) who in their hurry to leave the house, 

* Sueh is the pieture of Ml dra^n by most Spaoish 
preaehersi 
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stumbled upon eaeh other, and ealled upem 
every Saint in Paradise to assist them, as if all 
the inmates of hell were aetually at their heels, 
while only a few men, and some ladies, w hose 
stronger nerves or minds, enabled them to resist 
the impulse of their legs, remained behind 
staring at eaeh other in mute astonishment. « 

Gabriela herself, roused by these eries, more 
ihan by the elixirs of her female friends, now 
stood in the middie of the room, immovab]y 
fixed to the spot^ resembling one of those visions 
whieb the imagination sotaietimes pietures to 
itself, when at the midnight hour we see by 
moonlight the vapours rising from a distant 
hiU, and forming themselves into a thousand' 
unreal shapes — ^^ What is the meaning of 
this?^ enquired she in a feeble voice, seeing 
that no one seemed inelined to break the silenee;. 
but iiobody eould tell, he who might have done 
so having madef his exit along with the others. 

At last the fatber Confessor, who had with- 
drawn to a distant window, to give vent to the 
irresistible fit of laughter that the fanaticism of 
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his gulled penitent, and the ludierous ineident 
by whieh it had been aeeompanied, had excited, 
thinking this a favourable opportunity toforwa£rd 
his designs, adyaneed with that gravity whieh 
a long praetiee in hypoerisy enabled him to 
assume, and deelared that this was a waming 
from heav€n for the rebellious. eonduet observed 
by 'Gabriela towards her parents, and that the 
otily way to aveit God's wrath was to proeeed 
on the aftemopn of that day, instead of the 
nesty .to the convent, where she would he re- 
ceived with open arms by the nuns, and the 
usual eeremonies for her reeeption be performed 
with the pomp and solemnity befitting the 
oeeasion. 

This advice was received by the mother, as 
everything whiih he suggested, with mueh de- 
ference and «ubmission, and was thought by the 
few remaining friends of the family, yery ad- 
▼isable and judiciou8 ; but the unfortunate Cra- 
briela, who had reekoned on one day kmger, 
aod who esperieneed an undeSned sentiment, 
whieh expinng hope often giyes, eyen when no 
yoL. II. Q 
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plausible foundation exists, of being at lengtb 
released from the impending misery of her 
situation bj some unforeseen aedident, eould not 
refrain from shewing her disappointment and 
indignation at the shameless imposture of the 
monk, by reproaehing him with it, and deelaring, 
she would not go unless dragged there by force« 

-— ^^ Then/' said the mother, greatly ineensed at 

• 

the boldness with whieh Gabriela had expressed 
herself, ^^ you shall go» whether you will or 
not^ 

She then sent a footman to the eonyent with 
a note to the mother abbess, appristng her of 
thdr intention to proeeed there with Gabtiela 
on the aftemoon of that day, and requesting her 
to issue her orders for her reeeption. ^^We 
shall see wbether your pleasure or mine is to be 
fulfilled,^' said she, to her daught^, when ^e 
sent this tnessage. 

- The wretehed Gabriela saw well there was 
ndw no remedy left; the inflexibility of her 
mother's eharaeter, whkh neither tears nor en- 
treaties |could soAen, and the yioleuee ahd 



TH£ F&££MASON. 123 

impetuo&ity of her passions, whieh seemed to 
gain strength by oppodtion, rendered useless 
wfaatever feeble elBbrts of her own she might be 
inelined to offer. Consequently she summemed 
all her ^ortitude, and eyen repressed that senti- 
ment of anger, whieh it was impossible not to 
feel at the barbarous tyranny of a parent, who^ 
having against every impulse of nature, pr^ 
meditatedly determined to saerifice her to ber 
own bigotry and eapriee, had forfeited the right 
to filial obedienee and affection to whieh parents 
are entitled. — ^^ Mother !" said thegenerous and 
affectionate Gabriela, with a firm yet respectful 
y(Hce, " you have done every thing in your 
power to tear asunder those saered ties of 
affection, whieh as your daught^ unite me to 
you; — ^you are, even now, on the point of lead« 
ing me to a plaee, from whieh, if X am eyer 
released, I ean never hope to go but to the 
mansions of eternal darkness; — ^for neyer expect 
I eati for an instant be reeoneiled to liye as a 
reduse, when my beart wandera in the wide 
world with oue to whom it was pledged, eyeu 

G 2 
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ivith jour eoDsent, nay, by your eommand^ and 
in the presenee of ,our Greator. — Yet I think of 
those daysy when you held me to yoiu: breast with 
motherly fondnesSy and, though it would haye 
been by far more fortunate for me had you stiAed 
me in the eradle, the reeolleetion of your kind- 
nefis then, will ever keep alive in my heart the 
warmest gratitude and veneration, — ^nay, tbe 
sineerest fihal devotion. — God forgive you, 
mother, as I do now, on the day when we shall 
all give an aeeount of our words and aetions 
before his almighty throne.-r-And now take me 
where you will — ^but remember, that with you 
lies the responsibility of my future perditiem.'^ 

Dona Angela listen^d with great impatienee 
to this impres8ive diseourse of Gabriela, whieh 
she delivered with an energy eorresponding to 
the depth of her feelings, and the important 
nature of the subject — ^' Rebellious daughter,*' 
exclaimed the mother, exasperated at the force 
and truth €f thoise woeds, ^^ what! the Almighty 
will punish me for preferring the salvation of 
your 3ouI, to your own whims and wishes, will 
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he? and you think the nuns will not inspire you 
with resignation, either by force, good examp}e, 
pr esehortation, do you ? But, oh ! your. heart is 
wandering, you'll soon reeal it, I promise you ^ 
and then I shall hear no more of this, but rather 
thanks and eongratulatione." 

By this time most of the guests who had 
been irightened out of the room, or the honse, 
by Fermin''s fit of religious enthu^asm, had 
iretumedj and were invited by DoSa Angela to 
sit.down tp the sumptUous dinner that had been 
prepared, to eelebrate an eyent, whieh, in Spain, 
is looked upon as similar- to a wedding. We 
shaj[l not attempt a deseription of this entertmn- 
menty the dishes being too numerous for parti- 
eular notiee, the wiues and Iiqueurs, too spar- 
ingly used, notwithstandingtheir great variety 
and abundanee, and the spirits of the eompany 
too mueh depressed with the melaneholy oc- 
eurrenees of the morning^ tb afford mueh amuse- 
ment to our readers. Consequently, we will 
proeeed towards the earriages, whieh the ibot- 
inen announeed to be at the street door, as soon 
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9fter dioner as Eather Lobo had said his be* 
nididU with his usual assumed air of sanetity. 

The guests having risen from table, Dofia 
Angela waved her hand to Gabriela to lead the 
funeral mareh. She armed herself with pa- 
tienee and resignation, and immediately pro- 
eeeded with slow but firm steps towards the 
door, followed by her ^riends, and leaning 
against the arm of the young lady who aeted as 
bride's-maid ; for on oeeasions hke the present^ 
when a female is to eonseerate herself to the 
seryiee of the ehureh, everything assumes the 
aspeet of an espousal. In passing through the 
anti-saloon, the servants of the family, who 
were assembled there to take the last farewell 
of their beloved SeSorita» pressed around her 
with eyes big with tears, and poured bles^ings 
upon her with voices interrupted by the sobs 
that swelled their bosoms. The grief mani- 
iested by ihem all, but in partieular by Rosa, 
who, being her favourite and confidante, felt her 
loss still more aeutely than her eompanions, and 
evinced it by the most afiecting demonstrations 



THB F&££MASON. 1S7 

of grief, moved Gabriela to tears, as she pressed 
her to her bosom. But, on obsendng the marks of 
impatienee of her mother, she tore herself from 
her arms, and wishing them aU an affectionate 
adieu, eontinued her way to the earriage. In 
stepping into it, she east a last look round tlie 
patio, and heayed a farewell sigh at quitting het 
onee happy home. The brideVmaid then fol-. 
lowed her, as did also the old devotee, of whom 
we have already spoken, and the mother, the 
rest of the eompany following in other earriages. 
It is the eustom, when a young female is led 
to take theyeil, that she should be takm by 
her friends in her way to the convent, round the 
different nuimeries to be admired, praised, and 
Aattered, by the reeluses who inhabit them, in 
order to oomplete the pious seduetions of her 
devout friends and e^n^essor. Agreeable, there- 
fore, to this custom,^the unhappy Oabriela was 
obliged to undergo the numerous embraees of 
nuns she had never seen, and many of whom, 
diough they themsel^es had been saeriSeed to 
the interests or ambition of a brother or a fa^ 
vourite sister^ and oonseious of the misery of ft 
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monastie Yde^ seemed anxious to impress in her 
mind the'idea that all around them breatheS 
hapjpiness and eontent, when indeed their looks 
and their hearts disavowed the eulogies tb^y 
lavished on their wretehed eondition. The in- 
difierence, however, with whieh Gabriela listened 
to these praises, and the still greater apathy, 
whieh she mani£ested at the fulsome Aattery 
oATered to her beauty, dress, jewels, and every 
omament about her, whieh they examined with 
a minuteness and eagerness, peeuliar to the eon- 
fined ideas of the seeluded state in whieh they 
lived, eaeh asking ten thousand questions re- 
speeting the quality of the materials, eountries 
where they eame from, persons who made them, 
&c. &c. proved elearly, that she too was an un- 
willing victim, — a discovery whieh some of tho9e, 
whose hearts had beeome hardened and perverted 
by the miseries they had endured, and who in- 
stead of reopneiling their minds to sueh a li^e^^had 
year after year been eherishing a horror of it, 
made with tiend-like pleasure ; while those who 
had at last conquered their aversion to it, and 
wept away the remembranee of their sorrows» 




THE rBEEMASOK. 129 

bUiiDed her attaehment to the pleasures and va^ 
nities of the world, whieh they deelared to be 
ineompatible with the salyation of her souL 
None, indeed, but the very young nuns, who 
had not yet forgotten the innoeent pleasures of 
infancy aml youth, sympatbised with Gabriela ; 
though even they were obliged to disguise their 
Gompassion under the eloak of austerity, lest 
dieir superiors should find it out, and make 
them feel their displeasure for entertaining 
emotions whieh their eondition fprbade: thus 
her visit to these plaees added to, rather tban 
diminished^ the aver^on she felt at beooming one 
of their partners. 

Every step, however, brought her nearer and 
nearer to the convent, whieh Dona Angela and 
her Confessor had seleeted for her, and whieh, 
being of the order of Dominieans, was utider the ' 
^pedal spiritual direetorship of this monk. In 
their progress to it, a multitude of idle people, 
who are always to be m^t about the streets in 
the towns of -Spain, and artizans, who do not 
hesitate an instant in quitting iheir work to 

a 3 
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attend a pkms eshibidon» or who, like the &#<«'' 
mer^ are always ready to go whereirer pleasui^ 
or euriosity is to be gratiSed^ eoUeeted around 
tlie earriages, and followed in the rear; 8ome 
passing their heartless joke8 on the unhappy 
and reluetant Tietim, and the more relig^ously 
indined, bkssing her and her friends, who had 
indueed her to eonseerate herselP to God. 

When the earriages eame within sigiit of the 
oonyent) the quick and repeated peals of itd 
bells resounded loudly and merrily through the 
air ; but they fell on Gabriela'^s ear like die 
funeral knell on tbe eulprit who is earried to 
the seaSbld; she shrunk baek with a ehiilihg 
sentiment of horror, and her already pallid 
eountenanee assumed the look of death. Her 
bride's-maid observed it; but Dona 'Angela^ 
who notieed it too, signed to h^, to leave her 
nndisturbed, and Gabriela soon after reeoyered 
from that ^omentary depression, by one power*. 
ful effort of her superior mind. At last they 
reaehed the fatal portals, that were soon f6r 
ever to be elosed upon her, and the dergy- 
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man who was to eonsummate the 8acrifioe 

• 

eame forward, riehly deeked in his saoerdotal 
robes, to receive and lead the victim to the ^ 
altar. He preseated his haad to h^, and she 
idighted^ her own firmly grasping that of her 
faride's-maid*s, between whom and the priesi 
Ae was led thither ; her frieud8 and aoquaint- 
anees foUowing' and surroundmg her, , and a 
erowd of people elosing in the proeession, No 
sooner had they entered the preoinets of the 
temple, than tljie bells redoubled their peals, the 
organ burst forth, and a band of instrumental 
musie, aoeompanied by the treble Yoiees of the 
nuns, ehaunting an appropriate anthem, saluted 
them, and resounded through the long msles 
and high yaults of Uie ehureh, with a yibration 
that thrilled eyery nerve in Gabriela's frame. 

The high altar, whieh was at the opposite 
extremity of the ehoiry where the nuhs were 
assembled, oeeupied the whole of that part ot 
the^ehureh, and rose amidst gilt eolumns and 
omaments to its very roof, whilst the hght, 
whieh fell from the eupola above the altar-pieee. 
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eaused these rieh ^dings to shine mth iia<^ 
eommon brillianey, and gaye to it a pictura5qfie 
effect, the more novel andgrand as the body ot 
the ehureh was thrown into obsurity, by its 
high windows being covered with dark-eoloured 
thiek moreen eurtains. There, on the marble 
steps that rose to the.foot of . the altar, and with 
the monastie weeds before ber eyes, knelt the un- 
happy Grabriela, her mind far otherwise oc* 
eupied than in the pomp of the religious 
eeremonies whieh were performing in honour of 
« her own eonseeration. She thought of other 
days, other se^es, and other objects; she eould 
have sighed and wept at the fate that hung over 
her ; but she suppressed her sorrow, and made 
an effort to fix her attention on what was going 
on around her. 

After various hymns, ehaunted by the nuns, 
and orLsons from the priest, . Father Lobo 
mounted the pulpit to deliver a sermon on 
the perfection of the life whieh she was* about 
t9 adopt, and the ei&eaeious means whieh it 
offers to labour in the great work of salvation. 
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and find the road of heaven, whilst in the world 
a thousand obstaeles are met at every step, by 
those who wish to Iive like Ghristians. The text 
whieh he used upon this oeeasion, was eouehed 
in the following words ; ** Eorsake the patemal 
Toqf; tear yoursel/ from the arms of yout 
parents; east offthe vaniUe8 cftheworld; and 
eome to the land whieh I will show you.*'* — 
Thereupon, he eommeneed by endeavouring to 
prove by examples, the advantages of the mo- 
nastie* state, the facilities whieh it presents to 
innoeent minds for speiiding a life of happiness, 
and the powerful motives whieh impelled so 
many great men to abandon the wealth and 
{deasures of the world, to pass the rest of their 
days in the solitude of the eloister, the better 
to enable themselves to meditate on the hour of 
death. Afterwards, presenting the obvej^ of 
the medal, he pietured the world as the sehool 
of pride, vanity^ and deeeit; the simile wHieh 
he employed (in imitation bf almost every 
preaeher) being that of a tempestuous oeean, in 
whieh the vessel of virtue was eombated by 
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the yiolent waTes of tumultuous poadons^ and 
eyery moment e3qx)6ed to be dashed against the 
roeks of pride, avarice, lust, and the rest of the 
eapital vices — ^^ In the world,^ added he, ^' rage 
dissension, fuiy, rapriee, dissimulation, artifice, 
implaeable hatred, ferocious jealousieS) yolupr 
tuous frenzie8; — ^in the world, ruinous gambling, 
loose harams, the most profane and sinful games 
and 8pectacles> sensual banquets, seandalous 
lusury, eorruption» immorality» and libertinage 
are things of the first eonsideration, — in the 

world, everj body runs breathless with anxiety 
after wealth and honours^ — ^in the world, in Ane, 
man devotes his whole life to whatever Aatters 
his senses, and seldom or never to the exercises 
of virtue and eharity. But in the eloister, the 
eontrary of all this happens, beeause there all 
think and aet with nobleness and solidity. 
There virtue is sought after^ and praetised, 
without fear, — ^there, gentle eharity, unspotted 
eandour and purity, piety without h^rpoerisy, 
and wisdom without arroganee, are found ; but 
ii their inmates sometimes undergo erosses and 
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iaiMrdfieatk>ii8, ihey are always Tery dight, 
aalutary and ednsoling in thdr results. In a 
word, every good ehristian ought to look upon 
the monastie state as the surest harbour of 
salyation, the eentre of ]ove and union, the 
sehool of eelestial doetrine, the inexhaustible 
fountain of the most heroie perfection."* 

Sueb were the sentiments delivered from the 
ebair of the Holy Ghost by the hypoeritieal 
monk, who was heard by the audienee with that 
kind of yenoration whieh is usually entertained 
Tor a man eminently' virtuous. Little did the 
majority of them know the real moral eharaeter 

* The above is eopied almost word for word from a 
' sermon preaehed by a monk at the time when a young 
lady, with whom the author was aeguainted, took the 
▼eil. It 18 very likely, that notwithstanding the Wtity of 
that iSattering pieture of monastie life, and the frightful 
one made of the world, by that father« were ihe monks of 
our days to feed only on bread and water, fruits and herbs, 
as did the primitive founders of their state, and go al^lpt 
badly elothed, uncomfortably lodged, and. obliged besides 
to work mueh and assiduously, as did their betters» it is 
very likely, we repeat, that soeiety would then appear less 
eontagious in their fastidiou8 eyes. 



186- SANDOTAI. ; ^R, 

of this religious instruetor; for he had heen 
always too eautious with the million, and too 
carefol in hiding his yillanies from the world to 
beeome at all notorious ; but Gabriela, who had 
better reasons for knowinghim, heard his words, 
if not for what they eontained, at least for the 
hypoerisy they eoneealed, with tbe utmost soor^»- 
— ** Were this deluded audienee,'^ she thought, 
" aeauainted with the aetions of his life« how few 
would listen to his diseourse with that breathless 
attention whieh they now manifest ! how their 
pious Yeneratibn would ehange into wrath and' 
indignation at hearing this profane and saerile- 
gious wreteh moralisdng about that whieh in his 
heart he laughs to seom !^ 

The sermon being now oyer, thepriestblessed 
before her the moHastie weeds, and after the 
usuai prayers and hymns sung on sueh oeeasions, 
the mune suddenly eeasing, the most awful 
fii|pce, both in the ehureh and in the ehoir, 
prevailed, and Gabriela was requested by the 
priest to rise. She obeyed with an emotion 
impossible to be deseribed, and stood promineiil 
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on the highest step at the foot of the altar, her 
face turned towards the ehoir, and her arms 
folded aeross her breast. The sun-beams 
falling perpendieularly over her head, her beau* 
tiful figure, elad in white, realized the idea of 
some heaven]y apparition, resplendent in un- 
earthly beauty and unspottedinnoeenoe, deseend- 
ing from the elouds amidst a volume of ^^ light 
of her own makiug.'" At this moment also her 
mother rose and stepped forward, her arms quite 
eietended, togive her the farewell embraee, while 
all the speetators kept their eyes rivetted on Ga^ 
briela. At length the mother approaehed, and 
her daughter threw her arms open, and elosed 
her to her bosom, exclaiming — " I forgive you, 
mother, though you have dug a dreadful pit for 
me r 

At a moment like this, sueh awful words 
would have eaused even the atheist to shudder 
with apprehension ; but the bigoted Donft 
Angela, rejoiced at the ofiering she had laid at 
the foot of the altar, heard them without emotion, 
and 6i(w her daughter pass from her arms to 
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those of Jier fiiends in almost a fainting stat^ 
without eyen shedding a tear! On Gahriela^s 
reeeiying the last embraee of her friends, the 
lady, who aeted as bride's-maid, took her by the 
hand, and, aeoompanied hj the priest, and pre- 
oeded by the elerks, elad in their white surplioes, 
and bearing driales,* trayersed the length of the 
ehureh, on both sides of whieh rose small diapels, 
oommunieating with eaeh other bj low yaulted 

passages, and before the altars of whieh the feeble 
glimmerings of the hunps hanging from the roof 
ju8t shewed the statue or pieture of the Virgin 
or Saint to whose honour they had been raised. 
On one side of the grating, through whieh the 
nuns looked into the ehureh, was a small door 
opening into their ehoir, whieh on the arriyal of 
the proeession was immediately thrown wide by 
one of the nuns, who eame forward to reeeiye 
GabrieWs hand from the brideVmaid. The 
unhappy yietim shrunk bdek as the reduse ap- 
proaehed, and grasped eonyulsiyely the hand of 

* Laige 8i]ver eandlestkks bonie od poles. 
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herfriend, who in endeavouring to undasp it, 
fell baek half fainting into the priest^s arms, 
while Gabriela was led into the ehoir. Immedi* 
ately the door being shut, and the eurtain of the 
grating drawn over^ she was no longer visible 
to the people who were in the ehureli, though 
the eyes of all were tumed to the ehoir in mo- 
mentary expectation of seeing her appear. 

Suddenly, howeyer, they were withdrawn ta 
fix themselvea on another object« A stranger^ 
enveioped in his eloak, rushed into the ehureh^ 
easting wild iooks around him, and gasping fdr 
breath. He stood for a moment shakingvio^ 
lently with agitation in the middle of the ehureh, 
his eyes wandering from the altar to the ehoir, 
and then darted like an arrow towards the 
grating. At the moment he reaehed it, the 
organ sounded the anthem of ^* the ehildren of 
Babylon," the eurtains, wbieh till then bad kept 
the body of the ehureh in darkness, were drawn 
asade, as was also that of the grating whieh hid 
tbe nuns from the people's eyes, and Gabriela 
was seen standing fadng the altar, dressed -in . 
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tbe mooasde garb, her face covered with the 
white veil of the noviciate, fixed on herhead 
(whoee eurling tresses had now fallen) by a 
wreath of Aowors, and surrounded by nuns bear^ 
ing lighted tapers. At this sight, the stranger 
threw his eloak a&ide, and shrieking wildly — 
" Grod of merey ! 'tis she l — 'tis she ! I am too 
late!" fell senseless on the marble floor; and 
Gabriela, who instantly recognized Sando^aTs 
yoiee, uttered a piereing seream, and sunk into 
the arpis pf .the nuns. 

AU this was the work of an.in8tant, ahd its 
effect on the a^stonished speetators was in pro- 
portion tq the suddenness of the ineident. 
Ppwerfully moved at the aSeeting seene, several 

of them hastened to Sandoval's assistanee, and 
bore him on their shoulders out of the ehureh, 
in a state of insensibility, while the nunsremoved 
Gabriela to the farthest end of the ehoir. They 
th^n eontinued ehaunting their Laudate So^ 
minum omnes gentea, with wbieh the awful 
drama terminated. 
DpBa Angela's party then retumed to her 



% 



TH£ FE££KASON. l4l 

house, to take thAr re/reseo^* fox though it is 
the eustom 0Q these oeeasions for tbe parents 
and friends of the novice to go and see her after 
these eeremonies from behind tbe iron gtating 
of the Loetitorio^-^ wbere a eoUation of iees and 
sweetmeats is served to them, they were all 
unanimous in deelining this invitation, as 
aeither their own feelings nor 6abriela''s state 
of mind permitted it. The melaneholy termi- 
nation of this religious espousal had thrown a 
gloom on the minds of the guests, who nb sooner 
reaehed Don Antonio^s house than one after 
another left it, under some excase or other, till at 
length Dona Angela found hersel^ with only her 
partieular friend the old de^otee, Don Anioeto 
ArtimaSa, the father Confe8Sor, and the priests 
who had oiSeiated at the convent ; with whom 
she remained very well eontented ; for, though 
few in number, they were a host in sanetity, and 

* AfterD00D eDtertainments of eboeolate, 8weetmeat«, 
ieesy and other beverages, 

t Loeutory, or yisitiog room# 
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moreoTer setre to agriee with her in the justice, 
piety, and aeoeptability of that day^s offeriDg to 
the Ahnighty. . LeaTing, however, . the whole 
i)raefit of their edifying conversation to them- 
8elve8, we will reque8t our readers to follow us 
to the plaee where Sandoval was safely lodged. 
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CHAPTER VI. 






Here, too, the tAek their final doom receive 
Here brought, amid ne v seenes of grief, to griere ; 
Where the lond groan from some sad ehamber flow, 
Mixed with the elamours of the erowd below ; 
Here, Mrrowing, tliey eaeh kindred sorrow sean, 
And the eold eharities of man to man. 

Gaabbb. 



NoT very distant fram the convent of whieh 
Gabriela was now an inmate, is an edifice, built 
in the dark ages, the front of whieh presents 
two small eastellated turrets, with lattiees weU 
barred, and a door in the middle of eonside- 
rable sise and thiekness, studded with large 
nails from top to bottom, and generally kept 
shut, both to prevent the intrusion of strangers 
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into this seeluded plaee, and the egress of its 
inmates, for whose safety and retitement those 
who kept them there seemed rather anxioas. To 
this plaee, Father Lobo, who had followed the 
men that earried S^andoyal out of the ehureh, 
desired them to eonyey him ; and the ostensible 
reason'he gave to induee them to folIow his 
direetions, was, that as an humble servant of the 
diureh, he was bound to prevent and see duly 
punished every kind of seandal within the pre- 
einets of saered ground; and that as San- 
doval had, in his opinion, entered the ehureh of 
the convent with intentions more hostile than 
deyout, he must see him lodged in a safe plaee, 
until his eonduet should undergo ~a thorough 
investigation. Urged by these reasons, the men 
who earried SandovaI foIIowed the monk to tbe 
gate of the above^mentioned building, and at 
his eall, a wieket in the door was opened by a 
man of rather an unprepossessing appearanee, 
who aeted as porter or t umkey to that dark palaee, 
in whieh he had himself been a prisoner for 
more thah twenty years. The door opened into 
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a narrow yaulted passage, whieb' led to a small 
eourt, at oneextreimty of whieh was the door of 
the akaide or goyemor's apartment, whither 
Sandoyal was earried, through a winding stair- 
^ase in the form of a eork-serew. At the top 
of the stairs, the aleaide himself, a long and dry 
Tisaged per^onage, with a eounteiianee as stern 
ahd sour as that of any alemde^s needed to be, 
was waiting to receive his new guest, with that im« 
patienee whieh might be expected in the great 
lion of a menagerie towards feeding time.— 
♦* Weleome,'' said he to Father Lobo, • who 
ushered in the new yisitor : " I was afraid I 
should see no more of you, reverend father; 
for here two days haye elapsed without haying 
seen your !Reyerence''s face, and God and the 
Virgin know there is stiU many a wieked sinnei' 
.at large, who might be quite as safe under my 
eare as under that of anybody else.'^ 

"'Hold your tongue,'* wbispered the monk 
into bis ear, ^^for this is worth all the mga- 
niuffins I eould bring you throughout a whole 
year. ^Tis the eldest son^ of Don Fabricio 

V0L. II. H 
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Sw^oTal, af wbom I bave akeady. spokea to 
you." 

"What! Doa Cali8to?'' enquired tbe de^ 
lighted aleaide. 

The^ mpnk. nodded assent, apd the o&ei 
rubbed bk hands. — ^^ X haye been lookio^ for 
hioi I . kaow not how long. — But, by Saint 
Peier^s keys ! you make me'here a fine preseni» 
he is dead !^ added he, a& he saw th» men enter 
with their load. 

^^Never mind that,^ whispered the monk; 
<^for, if he were, you are entitled to his elothes, 
and whatevcr money and yaluables he may 
have about him, with a bill upon hi^ brother Sqx: 
extra expences, you know/' 

^^True, true/^ said the akaid^; and then 
addressing tl^ men who brought Sandoval, he 
added — "this way, gentlemen, this way; — fi)r,'* 
thought he, ^^ it won^t do to give him at first the 
best room I have in my quarters. Let him pay 
first, or let him rot, as many honester felk)ws 
than him8elf fa%ive done be^ore him/' After thia 
reAeetion, he led the way through a suite ot 
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roomS) wbieh beeame mote and more uxifur- 
nished, dark^ and dreary, as they were more 
remote £rom his oMm apartments, and the loeks 
and bolts of their doors more eomplieated, huge, 
and elamorous, till they arriyed at another stair* 
cafie, as narrow and winding as the* first^ whieh^ 
deseending, brought them to a long, darh, 
narrow passage, having on both sides, and {rom 
spaee to spaee, dpors, through the key-hedes of 
whieh now and then issued a doleful ery, a 
groan, or the sound of a faint yoiee, asking for 
a litUe water. *At the furthest extremity of this 
passage the murmur of a multitude of voices 
was heard, whieh inereased graduaUy as tbe 
party approaehed, till at length it grew int/o a 
.deafening din, sufficient of itself to make the 
stoutest heart quake. The tumkey, wha pre- 
eeded the party, performing hia office with the 
ease of one who had praetised it a long time, 
now applied a huge key to the strong loek of 
tbe door wbieh opened into the plaee where the 
noise i$sued, and drawing aside the heavy bolt, 
flung the door e^n ,with a^ tremendous kiek, 

H 2 . 
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daengitiaiL — ^Pint flf all, a thiek eolamii of 

tobaooo smokey imp regiM rt ed with ewery pnwrihip 

jBoiiMfie emamrtinn, nidied a«it flf tlmt hoRid 

den^ md iiearly oinapoweted die whole prnly, 

wboy howerer, eotering, fomid themsdres in a 

room fifty feet long by thirty wide, ooDUDmng 

abore two hmidred peiaoners, some knded with 

diains iSutened to die stone walls, others suSaml 

to move about but fetter(ed in eouples, others 

diieneumbered in the arms, but with heaTT 

f haekles to their aneles, others, with cHiIy a long 

ehain round one of their l^ and seeured to the ^ 

wall; allwere,itcanbe8carcely 8aid,ooi;^ecf with 

filthy rags, their form8 were lean and withered, 

and their eountenanees emadated and pale. 

There were some, indeed, who looked more like 

demons than human beings, witb tbeir long 

beards reaehing to their waists, their yellow- 

bronzed bodies covered only by a pur of tom 

trowsers, and their eyes dark, seowling, and 

Aasby ; while others with haggard looks, s^uabd 

eountenanees, attenuated bodies, white skins', 
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atid sparkling consumptive eyes, looked like 
speetres hoyering about the gloom of a eharnel 
house. In this plaee, men and women, youhg 
and old, innoeent and guilty, were huddled 
together — here the» man, who had grown harden- 
ed in vice and erime, was tied to the one who had 
only eommitted an error, — the exalted patriot to 
the remorseless assassin, — the insolvent debtor 
to the felon, — the lover who had incurred*the 
displeasure of his mistress's parents, to the false 
eoiner. All were eondemned to breathe the 
same confmed, malignant, infected air ; unless, 
indeed, any one ehose to purehase by weight of 
gold the privilege of being shut up in a solitary 
eell, from the avaricious keeper, whose ingenuity 
in inventing new modes of tormenting his victims, 
in order to eKtort their last real, didhonor to his 
employers. , 

When our party entered this dungeon, the 
deafening noise of the prisoners was for a 
moment suspended, and many of those unfor- 
tunate beings (perehanee the most innoeent) no 
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BoeHier saw the aleaide appear, followed by his 

minions, eyery ooe of whom was armed with a 

pizzle, than they began to shake with terror and 

apprehension, while tbose who had beeoi&e sea- 

soned to blows, or despised them, and their 

gaolers too^ reeommeneed their loud talk, their 

oaths, and their blasphemies, iinmindful of the 

Tisitors, enr of the eonsequenoe8 that might 

feUow the displeasure of the frowning aleaide. 

Meantime, this last eaused Sandoral, who oon- 

tiaued still in a state of insensibility, to be laid 

in a oomer of the room, on some of the rotten 

straw strewed all round the walls, and whieh 

serred as beds for the prisoners ; and then 

fartyning on his legs a pair of heavy ^etters» 

and pinioning his arms with an iron ring, re- 

tired with his retinue, amidst the hootings, 

whistlings, and yeUs of a large maj(»*ity of the 

prisouers. 

The immense noise thus raised, and the 

eAorts whieh a erowd of the most abandoned 

Qf those wreteheS) who'had not yet forgotteD 



THE PBEEHASON. 151 

their eriminal praetiees, made to get possession 
of his elothes, roused him at last from the sort 
of lethargy in whieh he had sunk ; but on 
epening his eyes, and seeing himself surrounded 
by those demon-like form8, those ghastly ebun- 
tenanees, those tattered and disgusting object8> 
who seemed to vie with eaeh other in the vile« 
ness and blasphemy of their language^, and who, 
with segars in their mouths, and enveloped in 
elouds of smoke, stared at him with the grim-> 
nessof iiends ; on feeling etrery sense assaikd by 
aome unpleasant sensation, and finding his limbs 
pinioned to the earth, his head began to swim, 
his brain grew confused, and he at length im»- 
gined that he had died, and was now in the 
infemal abodes. For a eonsiderable time thls 
idea kept possession of his mind, and every 
time he gazed at the men by whom he was sur- 
rounded, and who took a savage pleasure in 
terri^^ring him by elanking their ehains, and 
distorting their suiBeiently horrid face8, h^ 
fihrunk baek and hid his face with his hands, 
while his teeth ehattered in his head, and his 
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frame was eonyulsed with agitation. At last, 
like the man whose sleep is disturbed by some 
fr2ghtful dream, and asks himsel^ whether it be 
a reality, he made a powerful effbrt, and beeame 
awake to his real situation. He then sat up, 
and shook his pinioned hands soornfully at the 
group of malefactors who were around him, and 
who burst intaastounding peals of laughter at 
the excellent joke they had passed upon him, 
till at length, one after another, gradually with^ 
drawing to other parts of the room, he was Jeft 
to himself, but relieyed of some of the prineipal 
artieles of his dress. 

He endeayoured now to eompose his mind^ 
and conceive how be had got into this infernal 
den ; biit uhable to fonn any satisfactory eon- 
jecture, he dropped the subject altogether, and 
began to look about him more leisurely. Not 
far from him, he saw a group of wretehes, who, 
with one knee bent on the gi'ound, and their 
bodies leaning forward, formed a eirele, and 
were gambling among themselyes for his owi^ 
eoat, boots, and hat at a low game ealled la 
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taba,* A Iittle further on was a knot of true 
gamesters and sharpers, sitting squat on the 
damp ground, and staking at a eheating game» 
ealled el eane^ what thej had plundered from 
others, their withered but ferocious eountenanees 
exhibiting those boisterous passions with whieh 
the hearts of sueh men are usually agitated. 
The oath and the impreeation went Ipudly 
round, the threat was quickly followed by tbe 
blow, and this by the struggle ; and while the 
two foesfought it out, dragging into their auarrel 
those who were fettered to them, the rest of 
their eompanions serambled for whateyer had 
been hoarded up by the disputants, and made 
the best of their way to another part of the 
room« In easting his eyes to a distant eomer 
of it, Sandoyal observed an gld man in a dying 
state, strete^hed on the straw, and attended by 
a young woman, who with haggard looks and 

* This vulgar game h played with ^eep's shanks by 
the very lowest rabble ; and, tradition says, it was the 
same with whieh the Jews gambled for the tunie of Jesus 
ehrist 

H 3 
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dishevel]ed hair, tried to nipport his head oo 
her lap, while three hal£-naked boys weie kned- 
'wg st his feet uttering Limentable eries. He 
tumed his head away frQm this heart^rending 
^ieetaele, his eyes swimming in tears ; but they 
alighted on a speetral figure diained to tbe 
wall, so withered and ghastly, that were it not 
for the rags with whieh he was.eoyered, and the 
painful sighs whieh now and then swelled his 
bosom, he might haTe been mistaken for the 
akeleton of a man onee in existence. A group 
Were here singing obseene and profane songs, 
and further on another absorbed in prayer. The 
rery walls themse]ves presented a frightful re- 
presentation of the horrors of that abode of 
wretehedness and guilt. On them the bigot 
had drawn Yirgins, saints, and crucifixes, beside 
the reyolting obseenities sketehed by the im- 
moral aud degraded beings who had spent the 
greatest part of their lives in this horrific abode ; 
here a memento of past pleasures was engraveh, 
and beneath it one bf present suSering- and 
grief ; further on was a ridieubus epigram be- 
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«de a mdaneholy epitaph. The strange oon- 
fusion tlius TisiUe in this horrible dungeon, 
eould Hot but furnish a reAeetii^ inind, like 
that of SandoYal, with matter for grief and 
indignati<»i9 pity and disgust, tendemess and 
detestation. 

He was before aware, Ihat in tnost pris(Mis, 
tfae omdition of tbe prisoners was hy no meant 
pioportionate to their erimes, but rather to the 
money they oould afford to pay thje aleaide» 
who, without eaude or Inotiye^ inflicted 6n th^oi 
the most brutal and disgraceful punishments, 
with no other object but to extort from them all 
the money he eould. He knew also thiat these 
l^iaees were not only the reoeptaele for the re- 
morseless eriminals, who had outraged soeiety 
by their frequent erimes, but likewise for thoee 
luiibrtunate individuals who had infringed the 
«rbitrary ediets of the goyernment; that ihe 
moBt effectud means were not always used to 
oqrrect or re^orin the ddiinquent or the mis« 
guided man ; but, on the oontrary, that yen« 
geonee was often «eeuted th^ in a sliameless 
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and barharous manner; that filth and misdjrji^ 
fell more frequently to the lot of the tmhappy 
inmates, than eleanliness or comfort. But how 
was it ppssible, even to imagine, that the dis- 
order had reaehed sueh a frightful height with- 
out having thus experienced it ? It was, how- 
everj evident that these plaees being now as 
mueh destined for victims of personal resent- 
ment, malignity, or hatred, as for men who had 
violated the laws, they were here to be made to 
6uffer the iusults and lashes of a gaoler and his 
satellites, the exquisite misery of the plaee itself| 
and if possible, to be made to undergo a moral 
degradation, by beeoming infected with the 
vices of those who had been eoniined tbere for 
years on aeeount of real erimes. To this may 
be added, that as there was no fixed oeeupation 
for the prisoners, who were, at most, taken out 
only from time to time, ehapied in pairs, to 
sweep the publie streets, or perform some other 
degrading -employment, the idleness in whieh 
they were kept eontributed in a powerful degree 
jU) ereate and perpetuate among this beteto- 
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geneous assemblage every vice and eveiy evil 
that ean af9ict humanity ; and as no remedy^ 
eitber physieal or moral, was applied to eheek 
the desolating effects of the infectious diseases 
by whieh body and mind were eontaminated 
and destroyed, except, indeed, what the eapriee 
or interest of the gaoler prompted ; and this, it 
may be supposed, was not always the most 
wisely or justly imagined, it is not at all sur- 
prising, that these dreadful abodes should pre- 
sent sueh seenes of horror as would not disgraee 
the realms of Lucifer. The effects, too, of 
sueh a eruel and impolitie system,, were most 
pemieious to the morality and tranquillity of 
the oountry ; for those really vicious men who 
outlived these miseries, and retumed to the 
bosom of soeiety, having lost there the little 
remainihg shame or fear, whieh had restrained 
them befoipe, now eame out determined to take 
deep vengeance on a world that had permitted 
the iniquitous treatment they had endured; 
henee murders and robberies, felonies and viola- 



tions wef« Bddoaii tno^e. eommoti than «t that 
tpoeh. 

Sandoral wad engiiged in these re&eetiotis, when 
khe heairy bolts ot the doeHr oreaHed, flnd as it 
tttmed upbn its hinges^ haIf-aF-do&en mai, mar* 
. ihalled by the aleaide, and his mynnidons, en^* 
tared, bearing lat'ge pails, in whieh there were 
kayes of eabbages, peas, sliees of pimpkins, and 
i^ons, the remsdns of f owls and rabbits, bones 
faalf pieked, dkinny pieees of meat, bits of bread 
«nd eheese, with various other things, all swim- 
miqg in & hoteh-poteh of broth, milk, nnne, and 

watei' mi!sed Up together, — the refuse of some 
d die eonyents and hospitals where no gwine 
weie kept, or where no money eould be r^sed 
by it At sight of this entidng meal, the 
piisoners deemed to ha^e ati^i^woe reeorered 
their liberty, sueh was the jciy manifest^, in 
their 8qualid eountenanoes. They all ran eiagerly 
with their wooden basins, to have them fiUed with 
$ome of the muItifarious ingredients above de- 
flcribed, the distribution of whieh was made 
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with as mueh re^ukuity as eould be espeeted 
fram the ju8tice of the aieaide, and the rapaeity 
o£ moBt of his guests; some of the boldeet of 
Vfhatxk took the liberty^e^ hd^nng th^mselTea 
from one of the paiis, whieh they Bueeeeded in 
snatehing from the men vho brought it, not* ' 
widistanding the shower of lashes that fell about 
thdr baeks, while engaged in the att^npt The 
eogemess of the rest, though quite as great as 
that of their bold oompapions, was spmewhat 
tempered by the sight of the pizsles, and though 
some of them had the addms to obtain a double 
ratian, upon the whole, the distribution was 
pretty equal, and made with some regularity^ 
there being only about a dozen prisoners who 
weoit without any food, owing to the state of 
gteat weaknesk^iand exhaustion in whieh they 
were, and whieh prevented them from pushing 
their way through the erowd. 

This affair bdng eoneluded, the aleaide and 
his men proeeeded towareis the door, unaeeom- 
penied this time by the yells of the prisoners. 
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who were too busy in pieking tbe bones .Uiat 
had fallen to the lot of eaeh, to think of paying 
them those parting attentions; but Sandoyaly 
who saw this opportunity on the point of eseap- 
ing him, and afraid he should be ieft in tliat 
horrible plaee tp rot, like those who were near 
him, ealled the aleaide to know whether it was 
possible for him to have a separate room. — ^^ Oh, 
oh !" said the aleaide, with a nod and a grin, 
*' so you don't like your eompany, eh ! or think 
you they are not gentiemanly enough for you ? 
— ^But you may have a separate ehamber, if,^ 
added he in a whisper, ^^ you are disposed to 
toueh the palm of my hantl in the way you 
know.'^ 

*' My weight in gold you shall have," eried 
SandovaI with animation, ^^ rather than remain 
another instant here." 

« 'Tis well spoken,^ said the aleaide ; and thea 
tuming to his tumkey, he added, " holla ! here 
man, undo the loek of these manaeles and fetters, 
and let us take this gentleman into another 
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apartment; for he says, he is dying, and in 
truth he looks \ery ill. We must show the 
poor fellow some humanity." 

These words, whieh he pronouneed in a loud 
tone of voice, were heard by some of the prisoners 
with marked seom ; but the young woman, of 
whom we have already spoken, springing from 
her plaee, threw herself on her knees, and with 
uplifted hands, and tears in her eyes, begged 
the aleaide to order that her father should also 
be removed, as otherwise he must perish there. 
— " Let him," ^said the humane aleaide ; " think 
you I am to be tf ieked by his impositions or your's ? 
Away with you, you weeping eroeodile !" 

The poor woman, who probably knew but 
too well the brutal insensibility of this wreteh, 
immedlately got up, and went silently to sit down 
again beside her father's straw pillow; while 
Sandoval, who felt a tug at his heart-strings at 
leavihg the poor man and his daughter there, 
without being able to offer them any assistanee, 
followed the aleaide and his men out of that 
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plaee of wretehedness and guilt.— " Now,** said 
the aleaide, ^^ we must shew the Gaptain a eom* 
fortable apartment, though hj so doing I may 
be nmning a risk with the Ju8ticia ;* i^till some- 
thing is owing to a gentleman^^ 

While he spoke thus, he walked on in an oppo- 
site direetion to that they had at iirst entered the 
passage, that brought them to another stairease, 
^whieh they deseended groping in the dark, and 
whieh seemed as if it led to the bottomless pit, 
so many were the steps down whieh they went. 
Having, howeyer, found the bottom, they enter- 
ed another long passage, in whieh the aleiade said, 
there was a room where the Gaptain would be yery 
oomfortably lodged, only that he would expect 
two peseta8\ a day, whieh, eonsideringthe many 
oemyenienees it offered, it was giving it for no« 
thiqg. Notwithstanding this panegyrie, San-: 

^ Xq Spain the members eomposing a tribunal, froni 
the chief judge down to the last alguaeil is ealied La 
iustieia. 

t A peseta is about ten-penee. 



k 



THE F£££MASON. 163 

daval; who felt his feet wet by the water with 
whieh eren the stoDe floor of the passage was 
Slled, suspeetedhe was not to take the gaoler's 
words for gospel, in whieh suspieion he was oon- 
firmed as soon as the door of llie eell was thrown 
open. It was a small but deep dungeon, with a 
high roof, the floor of whieh was literally 
Aooded with water, and the walls dripping wet, 
for it was eonsiderably beneath the level of the 
river that washed the walls of the, prison. — 
** And is it in this lake that I am to dwell ?^ 
enquired Sandoval in a jocular manner ; for he 
was aware that any other tone did not suit ; 
*•* now, eome, my friend, as I am neither fish nor 
water-fowl, you must show me something else.'' 

" Umph ! must ?"** said the aleaide looking 
Aeredy. 

^' Nay, if you please ; but this you know is 
always a matter of eourse." 

Ay, but not with me/* said tbe aleaide^ 

Butyou seem to dislike this snug eell, widiout 
eyen notieing the eonyenienees whieh it presents. 
Look only at that little platfonn,^with its straw 
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mattress, and a blanket to boot, to the top of 
whiehyou mouutby steps,and whereyou might 
ait eompletely out of the damp, and of the reaeh 
Qf reptiles, as comfortabIy asa king on his 
throne. Then mark the convenience of the 
iron ring, fastened to the wall just above it, 
to tie the ehain whieh would go around your 
neek, to prevent your falling down during your 
sleep! 'Tis the most comfortable eell that I 
eould showa gentleman; but if you donH like it, 
m not force you into it, and we will even 
go baek to the hall; for I see.you like eom- 
pany." 

Sandoval, although he felt his neek stiffen at 
the idea of having a ehmn fastened round it^ 
would mueh sooner have beeome an inmate of 
that pond, and have all the fetters of the prison 
round his limbs than retum to the plaee he had 
just left, if howev^r there was no other alter- 
native ; but still he begged to be shewn another 
roam less damp, pleading his subjection to 
rheumatie pains. The aleaide shook.his head 
ineredulously, and said — "Well, Gaptain, you 
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seem to have found out my lame leg.* Hum»- 
nity, ay, a fine tbing, no doubt ; but a matter 
that has brought me into many serapes with my 
superiors. Still I *will risk meeting their dis- 
pleasure onee more to oblige you, and if 
three pesetas a day is not an object with you, 
ril shew you something good." 

So saying he led the way to the plaee he 

boasted as so good, and whieh was on the 

passage above ihis, at the opposite extremity of 

thehall; but previous to their entering it, he 

struek a light; for that of day had never 

entered that eell sinee it was built. On opening 

the door their olfactory organs were assailed by 

the confined and fetid air of the plaee, and by 

the putrid emanations arising from some dead 

• rats and a eat that had been shut up in it to 

destroy those animals, and had himself fallen a 

victim to their united attaeks. Besides these 

disgusting objects, the walls were covered with 

* De gue piema coj€o^ fiqiiivalent to the french say- 
ingt mon c6ti/oible. 
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tpiders of an unoommon fflze, and the ground, 
with beetles, grubs, and oth^r reptiles that fed 
on eaeh other, and on the un;wholesome und 
o(Nmipted atmosphere of the dungeon. 

^^Here at least,^ said the aleaide, ^<you*Il 
have eompany without the annoyanee of ' being 
subjected to their imperdnent guestions or 
remarks ; and, as you appear a little moody, 
youil be able to pursue your meditations, un- 
disturbedy dther by any excess of light or of 



noise.^' 



« 



But,'^ replied Sandoyal» ^^ I might disturb 
my oompanions, and 'tis better avoided, ]f you 
ean lodge me in some other plaee, where I may 
have a little more light, and less of this kind of 
oompany. I am willing to pay the usual fees 
for sueh an indulgenee.^ 

The aleaide muttered something about his 
bdng very hard to please, and taking him baek 
to the hall; but eontinued showing him otha* 
eells, eertainly improving in salubrity and aeeom- 
modation as they ad^aneed, but immoderate or 
rather extravagant in priee. At last they eame to 
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the floor whieh was on a Ievel with the aleaide's 
apartments, where he fouad a eell, whieh it was 
agreed he should oeeupy at the rate of three 
dollars a day; and iiem, oBemore taenjoy the 
pleasure of being unfettered. The fttmitare o{ 
the room eonsisted of a tolerable bed, without 
^eets, qm\tf or pillows, a small rieketty deal 
table, and one ehair, whieh had already seen its^ 
best days.; the window was well barred, and the 
dobr sufficiently strong to reast any attempts 
fram insid^. Here, then» he was fumished 
with pen, ink and paper, that he might infbrm 
his brother of his aetual situation, 'and request 
his assistanee ; and here too we shalt reave him 
to go baek to the nunnery, where we left the 
tmhappy Gabriela imder the t^are of the Domi*- 
niean sbters. 

We must, howeyer, be allowed, before we dis- 
miss altogether this ehi^ter of human miseries, 
to answer a question, whieh doubtless will arise 
in the minds of most of our English read^«; — 
Tiz. ^< ean sueh an aeeount of Spanish prisons as 
is given here be depended upon ? is it not oyer 
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eharged ? nay, is it not a fiction of the author*6 
brain?" To this we reply, would to God it 
were so ! We should not then have to lament 
the loss of hundreds, nay thousands of innoeeni 
victinis, who have perished in those dreadful 
plaees', sinee the restoration to the throne of lus 
aneestors of that monster of ingratitude, who so 
tyrannieally domineers oyer the thinking elass 
of the nation. No eolours of ours ean be suffi- 
dently strong to paint the horrors of those 
abodes, the misenes endured in tliem, or the 
inhuman and barbarous eonduet of the keepers. 
Independent of the rigour with whieh the 
prisoners (partieularly those confined on ax> 
eount of their politieal prineiples) were ordered ^ 
to be trealed by the men in power, the euslom 
preyalent in Spain of eontraeting for the entire 
management of prisons, by auetion, was of itself 
a measure sufficient to ereate all the abuses and 
miaeries we haye just ghineed at ; for it is natural 
to suppose that those whoobtained the c6ntracts, 
thdr object being to enrieh themselyes, had 
reeourse to eyery imaginable extortion to obtaia 
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it, and seized the readiest means in their power 
to wring from the mihappy suiBPerer his last 
penny ; namely, unwholesome dungeons, eorpo^ 
ral pumshments, bad food, and sometimes no 
{ood at all, fetters, ehains, and degrading insults. 
This will Suiiiee to show that our sketeh, instead 
of being oyereharged, must fall far behind the 
horrible reality. 



TOii* n. 
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GHAPTER Vn. 



Thou hatt not ear nor soul to «pprehend 

The snblime notion, and high mystery 

Tbat must be uttered to ttnfold the sage 

And seiloas doetrine of yirginity. 

And thou art worthy that thou should'st not know 

More happineso than this thy present iot. 

MlLTOH* 

In Catholic eountries the females confined in 
nunneries may be diyided into three distinet 
elasses ; namely, those who enter the eonyent 
tenBmgiy, those who are sedueed into it, and 
those who are unmOingly dragged there. With 
respeet to the willing yotaresses, the foIlowing 
may be taken as the motives that instigate 
them in adopting the monaslie life ; — ^first, being 
aware that their stock'of personal beauty^ or 
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fortuQe is too aiender to proeore them a suhable 
mateh durmg their mcM:tal eareer, and too proud 
to remain m the world, to 8ubject themselves to 
that hateful appellatioa, the bare mention of 
whieh proYokeB the mirtb, sneers, winks, and 
inuendoes, of those who, more fortunate than 
they, have sueeeeded in reaehing the altar of 
hymen, they prefer to assume the nominal, yet 
sweet, title of spouses qf Jem8 ehrUt, to that 
just hinted at ; seeondly, that bdng erossed in 
loye, tired of the world, or repenting their 
follies, their romantie imaginations suggest the 
ploister as the bnly plaee where they may forget 
the unworthy objects of their flame, or regain 
that peaee of mind whieh they seek in the world 
in yain ; thirdly, beeause there are some pious 
women, who really belieye, that the life of the 
eloister is more aeeeptable to God, and more 
likely to ensure their etemal salyation than any 
other; and, lasdy, there are others, whose 
means of existeDce being preeaiious, or insufB- 
eient for enjoying sueh comforts as they eould 
mshy are glad to seeure a perman^ aad oom- 

I 2 
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fortable oompeteney, by entering into the reli- 
gious state ;— sueh are the wUling nuns, who 
are eertainly the happiest of reeluses, or at least 
who look upon sueh a life with predileetion: 
The seeond elass is oomposed of those young and 
inexperienced females, who are indueed to take 
the veil through the pious seduetions of their 
confessors, the importunate instigation of maiden 
aunts, or the Aattering pietures of a convent life, 
whieh they receive from the religious sisters 
themselves ; sueh we term, the udueed reeluses ; 
and these often lead the most miserable life of 
all, though, indeed, some die resigned. — Thirdly, 
and lastly, eome those unfortunate girls who 
are sacrificed to parehtal dislike, family interest, 
or barbarous feeling8 of bigotry and supersti- 
tion; these are the unmOing vietims, few of 
whom long survive their ineareeration ; but, if 
any one does, she lingers through the monastie 
life like the exotic pliant of the tropies uhder a 
northem sky, whieh, however tended, withers, 
and falls at last, to rise no more ! 
Thu$ a nunnery must naturally present as gre at 
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a Tariety of eharaeters as.there are reeluses; 
some will be found to be all meekness, piety, 
and submission ; olhers proud, . unfeeling, and 
fanatical; others &elful, morose, and petulant; 
others, in fine, a mixture of ali that is amiable 
and disagreeable, good and bad, wise and fooIish. 
But the uniformity of their manner of liying, the 
effect produeed on their minds by a similarity of 
pursuits and situations, and the eontemplation 
Qf the same objects, operating in all alike, pro- 
duee a sameness in their ideas, wishes, and ex- 
peetations, whieh by eonsiderably modifying 
the diyersity of thar tempers and dispositions, 
makes them appear like models east in the same 
mould, though of differenit materials. 

Sueh are in general the chief points of eharae- 
ter in the females who eompose a Spanish nun- 
nery, and sueh were those by whom Gabriela 
ibund .herself surrounded, when she reeoyered 
fi:om the swoon in whieh we left her. Remoyed 
by the eommand of the superior from the ehoir, 
four of the youngest nuns eontriyed to take her 
in a ehair, through a long elo^ster, to the mother 
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abbess's apartmaits, whieh were ^t one of the 
asgles of tbe oonvent, and look^d into a wd 
eultiTated garden bdon^ng to k. These apari^ 
ments oonnsted of an eSegant suite of rboms, 
in the first of whieh a multitude of Aower-pots 
were taste^uUy arranged, plaeed in graeeiul 
stands, the baleony, in partieular, exfaibiting a 
trellis, formed witli the branehes of a vine, 
round whieh wound the passion Aower, the in- 
dian eress, the jasmine, and the honeysuelde. 
The seeond room, larger than the first, had its 
walls deeorated with a number of small prints 
and pietures of saints and virgins, medals and 
little relies, endosed in ta8teful frames of gilt 
and eoloured paper, eut in the diape of Aowers, 
wliidi had been presented to the abbess by 
those nuns who possessed this amusing art, and 
who employed their leisure hours in it, by way 
af pastime. In the eomers of the room were 
seen gilt triangukr tables with marble tops, on 
eaeh of whieh there was a glass ease, or, as it is 
ealled in Spanish, an eseaparate^ eontaining a 
variety of religious euriosities and relies, en- 
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ehased in siilrer aod goleL The third room was 
still iDore spkndid than tbe seeond, the ^lls 
being hnng with good-sized pietures of the best 
masters in rieh frameS) and the middk of the 
room being adomed with an altar, on whieh the 
united efforts of the mins had been exerted to 
render it a master^^ieee of its kind. The vir- 
gins and the saints» and the angels, had all been 
dressed by ^e bands of the mms. There the 
yirgin.Mary appeared, not in the hiimble ap* 
parel of a earpenter^d wife, as she did in the 
staUe of Bethkhem, but deeked in a magnifi. 
eent alk gown, ridily embroidered^ with a Ime 
▼eil on het head, and a jHx>fnsion of pearls 
about ber nede and arms; die dnld was no 
longer the poor naked babe lying in a enb^ as 
he is ustodly tepresaited; here, on the eon* 
trary, he was swaddled in gauze and gold lissues, 
md had roimd his waist a nlyer band, from 
wliieh hung a litde relie, as also the gospelt , 
iike those wom by ehildren, as eaoi amulet against 
Satan and the witehes. Here, also, the elegant 
Mary Mt^alene was seen dressed in the Spantsh 
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f ashion, with a bas^uina and a mantilla, a skuU 
in one hand, and a fiui in the other, doubtless 
to denote that hankering ailer the vanitte8of ' 
tbe world whieh our ladies ^eel, eyen.aftier they 
a ve repented of their sins. Saint Gatherine^ 
with her wheel, and Saint Cecilia, with her mono» 
ehord, were arrayed in the vary pnk of Parisian 
ion ton ; for there was a nun among the sister. 
hood, who now and then reeeiyed from a iriend 
of her's \hefigurme8y as they ealled the prints, 
in whieh the dresses of the Pariinan belles are 
exactly sketehed, and whieh she oopied when- 
ever she eould obtain the favour from the 
abbess of dressiug one of her saints. Variou8 
other virgins were likewise deeked inweeds not 
holy but profane ; though, indeed, the monastie 
garb 'Was also obsenrable, partieularly in St. 
Bri^da, St. Teiesa, St Glara, St Ursula, and 
8everal other founders of religious orders. 
When we say that even a crucifix, whieh had 
2IO business there, was adomed with a beauti- 
f ully embroidered pettieoat, we presume we say 
«nough to cQnvince any reasonable person. thisit 
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jt}ie,most elaborat^ efibrts had been made tO 
render this alt;ar the beau idial of Paradise« 
lieeording to a nun'^s ideas. The rest of the 
room was stored with silyer eased relies, virgins^ 
and angels in an adoring posture. Two small 
book-eases also deeorated the side walls, full of 
mystie and eulinary books, the gifts of the spi- 
ritual direetors of the nunnery. A profusion 
9f Aowers enlivened the baleonies, and spread 
a sweet perfume all around. The last room of 
^U was a small eloset^i whieh eontained a bed 
with elegant hangings, and an ivory crucifix 
above the pillow, with two small basins by its 
sides, full of holy water. A prayer desk stood 
on one side of the bed, and a full length look- 
ing glass on the other. The whole breathed an 
air of elegant refinement, neatness, and con^fort, 
whieh manifested that the mother abbess was n<^ 
stranger to taste, nor an enemy to the ** vani* 
ties of the world.^ 

When our heroine, . Gabriela, was caref uUy 
plaeed on a sofa of the third room, the whole 
eommunityi for whom this seene possessed a 
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Ugh tntemty bodi oo aoeoimt of its noTe^^ 
and beeause it afforded ample BtlAgeot to gratiQr 
their well knowii propensi^ for prattUng, eam^ 
Baeneed an ammated diseussion respeeting the 
eauae, of her swooning. As they all spoke at 
the same time, it was not easy to jfoUow up die 
exact thread of the argnments employed; 
though in ^ustiee to some we ought to remark^ 
that> notwithstanding the din tbus raised, they 
C(»tinued to obtain an espedal hearing, as 
the shiiiU trumpet wiU make it8elf audible 
amidst the roaring of the artiUery. There was 
one m partieular who pitehed her tones so high, 
as to set at defianee the tongues of aU her eom* 
panions ; she related with surprising yolubiUty 
aU she had obsenred irom the moment Gabriela 
entered the ehureh tiU her aeeident^ noted down 
every look and step she had taken, with a pro- 
Uxity and a predsion whieh would have eon- 
ferred honour on a Ghinese master of eeremonies, 
while she embellished the whole with hundreds 
of conjectures, hints, and reflections on the 
aetual state of Gabriela^s heart. It is not to be 
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taken for granted, tlmt beesitte Ae taHeed 
knidest, aad feftter tiian the reet, her obio» 
panions paid any patient attentbn to ber h»»' 
rangue; on the oontntry, ereiy bne did ber 
utmost to drown her ekmorous tongue, by gir* 
ing their oirnoptnion'on the 8ubjectin as hi^ i 
v<nce as beeame the presmee of the mother 
abbess, who, on her side, was no less obstre» 
peniua than her communi4j, only that being 
somewhat older, her yoiee partooka litde dt the 
treble, and now and then wandered into the 
fal8etto. In this conf uaon c£ tongues, \he task 
of leporting their speeehes would be as difficult 
for us as to eount the stars of heayen; all w6 
ean say is, that they all agreed on the fact, that 
Gabriela^s fit was owing to the gentleman who 
had rushed towards the grating with sueh wild 
looks as nearly to irighten half of them out 
of thdr senses. The sooner to obtain possesoem 
of the eauses af this strange oeeurrenee, eaeh 
eame forward with her smelling phial of aro» 
matie yinegar, essenees, and so forth, to contrfr- 
bute to the reeoyery of our heroine ; and by 
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dint of applieadoiis^ firiel30ii8, and washiags^ ihe 
at length openedl.her brilliant eyes, nowoyer- 
eaat with a dimness through .whidi 6veryobject 
appeared .^ like the Aeeting yision<of a drea^/*. 
' The mght of tb^ .i¥U3ther' abbess,' atdng 
beside her, her head leaning over her, .and 
watehing eyery. motion with- the utmost in>< 
tennty, brought .to.her mind, whieh was, solely 
oeenipied.by the.sepse pf eonAn^nienty the.image 
of one of those duenna's pf old who were en? 
trusted ^nith.^ eare of «pyi^g and eontrpuling 
eyery aetion, eheeking ey^ry th6i|gbt, and.eon*» 
tradictingevery word of the unhappy maidens 
who w^re plaeed undier thi^ir tutelage. .But 
when her eyes wandered about, and sbe.saw 
her8elf surrounded by all the mu^s^ who were 
eagerly ga?ing at her, «ome:of the elderly.OBes 
with.their fpr6fing€^ on their Up^ intimating 
silenee to thpse who oould hardly syppre^^ theie 
eurioraty, she beeame gradually eonseiDus of iier 
iituation, aad gave yent to her grief by a long 
€ontinued.fiood of tears. This e^eited the^iym- 
pfithy.of :mo&t of the nuns, who wept with 'her; 
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\7i|)edr away hertears, kissed her pale eheeks, 

tried to eonsole ber by every soothmg diseourse 
m . their powo". ** My dear ehild,'* said the 
mothier abbess, taking Gabriela''s hand, and 
kindly pressing it in her's, '^ do not be so dis- 
tressed. You are not here among enemies ;'on 
theeontrary^ we are your best friends. Do not 
then regret haying lost the deceitful pleasures 
of the world, they are in^uiBeient to prodiiee 
that felidty whieh is only • tb be found in our 
doisters. Fifty happy yearfe speiit 'in tUis eon- 
vent, enable me to speak positively on this sub^ 
ject ; but were your aversion far our life so 
imlunnountable, that evenafter oneor two years 
of probation. it should remain unconquered^ 
then, my deat ehild, you ean still retum to the 
world, toen]oy.the vain pleasures you regret^ 
though, I hbipe, long before that tiihe oomes, you 
will bave been convinced, that our spiritual eom- 
forts are far preferable to those the world afFords.^ 
Gabriela • shook: her head ^rrow^uU^, and 
heaved a deep sigh, and the abbess, who was 
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OM of thow fe«' wlio hAd enleied (ihe ekister l^ 
Wk early iiietiBlitioli to liie monastie life, anil 
who bad not been diaappoiiited in the eKpee^ 
tatioos ahe had formed,of hs behig the inoot 
dearaMe «nd happietit state Gf all, eondnaed 
enfonangin imld languagethe doetiine of akseU 
ism and eelibaey as the only one aeeeptaUe to 
6od, and likely to seeure the etenial joys of 
paradue. When ahe had perfonned die task of 
eonsolatbn, whieh she ooiioeived to be an indis^ 
pensaUe du^ on her part, ihe eame to another 
no less imperiouS) and of tbe two, perhaps, the 
most pleasbg, botb to hersel^ and her eommu-* 
nity, who no sooner heard her put the quesidoD, 
than they ali lengthened their neeks yisiblyy \ 

the better to hear Galmda^s answer* — ^^And 
pray, my little dear^* asked the inepiisitiYe nun^ 
^^ did you know anything of that wild mioiy who 
shouted your name within the vexy ehurdi, that 
you should haye beetn so mueh affected at it P^ 

Gabriela nodded, ttghed, and said nothing; 
but one of the young nuns, who was elose to 
the abbess, took upon hersel^ to answer that 
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qiiestiion for her^ «ndtdie didso the mote r6adily 
as ahe knew that whatever she laid would give 
no offence, the mother abbeaa aeknowkdgii^ her 
aa her favourite-^^^ X am eertain, my beloved 
HBOther,^ she said» ^ the wieked m«n must hav€ 
been her Wer; for before she f|dnted away in 
my arms, she sud, ^. Hea^ens, ^tb my love 1' 
whieh you know elearly proves it.'^ 

The mother abbess smHed, and intimated by 
a Uttle inelination of the bead, that she enter** 
tained the same opinion. <^But," said Ae, 
obser^ing how shoeked some of the sisters ap» 
peared at this impertinent remark^ ^^ my dear) 
you ought not to reveal here what you heard at 
sueh a time* *Tis not proper." 

« Well, if he were,^ said another nun, '* he k 
a very handsome man, and I should not have 
ealled him wieked." 

'* Handsome !" ejaculated the nnabashed &- 
vonrite, *'a man with eyes starting fromth«r 
soekets, pale as a plaster figure, and with hair as 
ereet as the quills of a poreupine?'' 
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" But,'' obsenred another^ " it was the agita- 
tioii that eaused him to look so. HoweYer, 
sister, it does not beeome you to talk of these 
things, nor pught you to interrupt our mother 
abbess every moment as you do. Surely you 
should follow the example df those'^ho arje 
older and wiser than yoursel^ 

To this lakt observation the young nun only 
laughed, remarking pertly— " Of yourself, for 
instanee^ sister, who ean eke out in years what 
you want in , wisdom/ *. >, 

^' My dear ehild,'^ stud the indulgent mother 
abbess, ^^it is not right in you to allude to sueh 
a sutgeet. Age, wherever it is Sound, ought to 
be respeeted, for. it begets wisdom, and this is 
always .a preeious gift^ whieh eompensates for 
the loss of youth) by bi^inging us nearer to the 
gate of salvation.'*^ 

^' In you, mother dear, I aeknowledge^ age 
has begot wisdom,'^ whispered the young nun in 
her ear; " but in others, you know it is followed 
only by dotage,^ To this the mother abbess. 
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wlio by the mere fact of haying a fdvourite9 
showed she was not insensible to Aattery, lis- 
tened with indulgenee, and even eomplaeeney. 

During this desultory conversa1ion, some 
other nims, whose feelings were too mueh in« 
terested to allow them to join in it, stood around 
the afflicted £rabriela, bestowing on her their oon- 
solations and advice, and now and then putting 
in an odd question or two, whieh might plaioe 
them in possession of the seoret they so mueh 
wished to learn.-— -^^ Worldly affection,^ . said 
one, making use of these indireet expressians to 
bring her to the dedred point, ^^ is never lao^dng ; 
but the love we feel for our divine spouse never 
dies, not ev6n when the tomb endoses our 
mouldering bones. Although it is natural you 
should now regret the loss of what you have 
loved well, believe me, time will efface even the 
remembranee of sueh an affection; and sinee 
your heart is suseeptible of this tender passion, 
you shall not want worthier objects on whieh to 
fix it. The suseeptibility of lo^ii^, indeed, is 
' ihe first requisite for our avocatbn. 'Tis by 



186 sakdotal; ob^ 

lo^e alone we brealhe In the elobter, we liYe aod 
die in it; though it is a love, far mlbre piBre aiid 
deligbtful than tbat whieh swells the heart of 
a profane being. Think you, my dear sister, that 
there ti any man, however noble and yirtuow5y 
handaome and wise, worthy ta be preferred for 
an instant to that august spouse, you will sliortly 
be betiotbed to? Is Don ... * ^diat do you 
eaU him, my dear?^ 

'^ Him !^ 'exclaimed Gabrida, '< whom^ Ma* 
dam?" 

^* I am not a Madam^ my dear, I am a 
aister,^ said the nun; ^^but Imeaa him whom 
you saw at diureh.^ 

^^ For Crod'8 sake, Madam, do not tear my 
heart by soeh painful reedOeetions/' replied 6a* 
brida; *\ what dbes his name avail now ? WiU 
my telling it you reirtare him to me, or me to 
him? If you haye any pity in you, pray» do not 
queBdon me about him or any one elsob I teel 
a neknets at the heart, whidi raiders it imposHU 
ble Ibr me to answer any que8tions. I wish to 
be aione ; and if trae eharity aetuates you, and 
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your eompaDiosiSy let ine1)e earried to my eell, 
«nd be left there undistui{)ed, far I want repose 
•nd solitude. This is the greatest boon you 
ean bonfer on a wreteh like me.^ The mother 
abbess, who heard this request, and who saw by 
Gabriela^s dedded manner -o^ speaking, that it 
would be more {mident to postpone her inteno- 
gatory to ahother opportunity, ordered she should 
b6 shewn to her eell, and desired the eammimity 
to leare her there unmolested, at the same 
time dSspensing her also from attending the 
derotional hoiors, until her mind should be 
inore £i to fix itself on heayenly things. Gd- 
hrieia was ^eiy grateful to th^ mother abbess 
fcft ber kindness, and respectfully kissbg her 
hahd, proeeeded, aeeompanied by two of the 
nuns, to the eell that had been prepared far ber. 
On ooming to the door, the nuns dipped their 
fingers in a httle bann d holy wieter that bung 
outside, and oSdted her some, wUeh she aeoepted; 
and inside edbe obseryed another of simikr tSm 
hangitig aboutthe sameplaee. Simalar^sms 
are hung on the door of every odl, to deter the 
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evil Bpirit from entering .the abode of tb^ 
spouses of . Jesus ehrist. The eell, whieh was as 
elean and bright as a silyer eup, eonsisted in a 
small room with a eloset, whieh eontained the 
bed, hid from the sight by a damask eurtain. 
There were three ehairs and two tables, one for 
eommon purposes, and the other to hold Gabrie- 
la^s spouse, as the nuns eall a earyed image of 
the infant Jesus, that lay in a reeumbent posturi^ 
on A silk eushion carefully covered OTer with 
eambrie sheets, and a silk quik .beautifully em- 
broidered. Eyery nun has one of these images, 
on whieh she hiyishesthe greatest attention, and 
frequently her tenderest earess^ ebanging itar 
linen often, and embroidering new qui)ts, some- 
times, too, dressing it up in the gayest elothes her 
imagination ean suggest'; in a word, it is her doU^ 
whieh she has the greatest pride in keeping as 
splendidly arrayed as all her art and ingenuity 
ean eontriye. The walls of the eell, too, were 
ooyered with little prints of saints, angels, and 
yirgins, none of whieh resembled eaeh other; a 
few books stood pn a shel^, and lastly the two 
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wiadowB of the room were deeked with Aower* 
pots well gamished with Aowers. 

In this eell, resembling in eyerytUng those' of 
her eompanions^ whose oonfined wants required 
nothing more to live oomfortably, the two young 
nuns, haying first detailed and praised every« 
thing whieh it eontained, left Gabriela to her 
own meditation, whieh as our readers may pro- 
baibly guess, tumed oii the melaneholy events 
of the day. As it invariably happens to those 
who have gone through a series of harassing 
ineidents, whieh by their quick sueeesdon have 
oonstantly kept the mind on the streteh, and 
unfit for reAeetion, Gabriela now reeapitulated 
the painf ul oeeurrenees whieh had at last brought 
her there. Her filial devotion eaused her to 
'eonsider the sacrifice ipade of her by her mother 
in the most favourable light, attributing it rather 
to an excess of piety, than to the want of the 
natural feelings of a parent ; but she lamented 
her father^s weakness, on whom she had built 
a hope that he would have stood by her when 
tbings reaehed their last erisis, Attaehed as 
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8be was to hini, imd oonseious of being betored 
by him, she eonld hardly reoondle to herself a 
eonduet whkh partook of so great a wantof 
feeling and energy, and whieh, in fact, bespoke 
ahnost a total absenee of patemal affBction. She, 
howeyer^ end^Toured topalliate it by the leAee- 
tion, that situated as he was, between an impe^ 
rious wife) who had always ruled over him, and 
eyer would, and a craflty, hypoeritieal monk, 
who exerted an unbounded influence (m his 
mind, and who would not have stopped at an j 
yiilany to eompel him to subseribe to his wishes, 
it would have been impo^Ue for him to have 
long resisted the united efforts of two sueh 
.powerful assoeiates. The next subject that oc- 
eurred to her mind, was of a still more painful 
natuie than the first Sinee the night Sandoval 
surprised her in the garden with P^mhi^ she 
had seen nothing of him, and then the injurious 
suspieions whieh that inddent must have given 
rise to in Sandovai's mind, she feared, might 
have inereased the torments of his already suffi- 
eiently painful situatiw. Her endeavoiurs to 
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diseoYer bis residenee liaviiig also been fruide8d, 
she had not been able to explain the motiyes of 
8uch a tneeting, or to remoye whateyer injuriou8 
impression it might have left on his mind. Thus, 
to her other troubles had been added that of 
'falling under his displeasure, a&d to this, that of 
beiog dra^ed to a convent, wh^-e it wouhl be 
as difficult for him to see or speak to her as if 
she were in her grave. His sudden presenee at 
the ehureh, also, oeeurred to ber memory, wilh 
all its attendant heart-siekening eii^eumstaneeB. 
The agony of Sandoval's shriek, whkh went to 
the ver j eore of her heart» and whieh stiU nmg 
inherears; hispaliid oountenanee, wild looks, 
and distorted features, all eame to add a bittev- 
ness to her affiiction, whieh the uneertainty of 
'his fate was not ealeulated to allay. 

These embittering thoughts erowded and 
goaded her mind almost to madness, unable to 
shed tears, she threw herself on her eoueh ; but 
her redeetions pursuing her every where, she 
rose again, and went to the window, the height 
of whieh she measured with a rapid glanoe. A 
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tbought Aaahed aeross her mind— it was a sihful 
one ; but it passed away as rapidly as it eame^ 
and she endeayoured instahtaneously to atone 
for the eriminal impulse by falling on her knees 
before the image of the infant Jesus, and» amidst 
a flood of repentant tears, implored the pardon 
of heaven» Engaged now in fervent prayer, 
die remained kneeling for a eonsiderable time ; 
after whieh die rose^ her heart greatly lightened 
of the heavy weight whieh had oppressed it, and 
her mind strengthened against sueh rash resolyes, 
and mueh ibore resigned to her present situation 
than die oould eyer haye dared to hope; but 
sueh are the effect8 of irue piety on iunoeent 
minds. 

Haying thus reooyered some of her serenity, 
Gabriela approaehed the window, attraeted by 
the sounds of a yoiee, whieh now was loud and 
hurried, and now plaintiye and slow, and whieh 
•eemed to issue firom among a thiek orange groye^ 
that extended from beneath the window of her 
eell to the other extremity of the.garden. In 
looking out, she diseemed through the apertures 
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6t the trees a nun, with wan and emaeiated eoun- 
tenanee, sitting on one of the stone benehes, 
bolding in one hand a loeket that hung from 
her ^neek by a green ribbon, and striking her 
breast with the other hand fast elenehed, while 
she gazed intensely on the pieture. She mut- 
tered something aboutmortal sin, and eyerlasting 
punishments, heavenly joys, and spiritual love, 
und then kissed the loeket, wept and laughed 
hysterieaUy. From her often repeated word 
^* eserupulos^ Gabriela judged that the melan- 
eholy figure, who now rose, and walked hurriedly 
«nd wildly to and fro, was one of those unf6rtu- 
nate females who are alPeeted by a mental disease, 
whieh originates in an excessive tendemess of 
eonseienoe^ if we may so expre8s ourselves, 
and whteh, oombined with physieal eomplaiiits, 
«riang from perpetual confinement and a seden- 
tary life, afFect more or less the generality of 
nuns, aihong whom there are isome whose fervid 
imaginatiohs, dWdling eonstanUy on seeriea of 
future bliss, or eternal punishmentB, beeome 
gradually disturbed by doubts, fears, and hbpea, 
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'whieh eausing all their p^ers of thought to be 
eoneentrated on the same subject, produoe at 
last that mehtal aberration, so eommon an^ohg 
weak and bigotted individuals, and whit^h, being 
ineurable, usually terminates in an untimely 
death. 

Gabriela, who though aware of the existenee 
of this dreadful malady, had never seen a person 
afFected by it, gazed with a melaneholy interest 
on the thin form that glided through the grove- 
Now with arms foIded aeross her breast, and her 
head devoutIy bent on her ehest, now extending 
them and falling on her knees, the- nun raised 
her eyes to heaven, arid fervently implored God"*s 
merey, for having, on the previous night, fallen 
asleep in the aet of pronouneing the name of 
Saint Peter instead of that of Jesils. — " Thus," 
said tiabriela to herself, ^^this poor unhappy 
being, with an imagination haunted by the hor- 
rors of a future existence, discovers in every 
word, in eyery thought, however innoeent, a 
deadly sin, whieh, notwithstanding all her painf ul 
sacrifices to obtain the blessing of heaven, is to 
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doom her to eyerlasting toments ! And yet, 
they say that it is in the eloister only that the 
mind enjoys an undisturbed peaee, and that 
happiness alone is to be Ibund ! Am I to judge 
so from this ? or am I to judge from the honeyed 
words of those who an hour ago surrounded me, 
and whose pale and diseontented eountenanees 
belied their own afBrmations ? — Yet this is the 
life to whieh I am doomed l Here I must pine 
away my days and wait the hour of death, 
against my will, and unrelieved even by the eon- 
eeit of a vocation1 — But why antieipate what 
may not happen ? Who knows if before my 
year of probation be oyer, I may not yet be re- 
ieased from this plaee ? Many have returned to 
the bosom of their ^riends, who were in a situation 
similar to mine. Must I then lose all hope ? I 
might as well resign my life at onee. But, no, 
no, the day will yet eome, when I shall breathe 
anolher atmosphere .than that of a convent. 
My heart feels confident of it" 

Thus did Gabriela eneourage a hope, whieh, 
lier mother's eharaeter eonsidered, was likely to 
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prove faUac]OU8; but whieh, neyertheless, the 
yieissitudes of human hfe rendered not impossible. 
Without, howeyer, antidpating events whieh will 
appear in the sequel, we shall now leaye her in 
a somewhat more tranquil state of mind to retum 
to our hero. 
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GHAPTER VIII. 



;^ni read yo« matter d«ep and dMHgtooni» 
As fall of perU aod adTent* roni tpirit, 
Ab to o'erwaHe a eiirreiit, roaring load. 
On the aniteadfatt footinf of a tpear. 

SRAKiraAaBa 



Sakdotal, hayiDg written to his brother 
aqppiising him of what had happened, and re- 
questing his assistanee to bring about his libera- 
tion, (far in sueh an emergeney, he thought there 
would haye been more folly than dignity in nat 
ayailing himselT of the influence possessed by the 
latter,) waited till die aleaide should eome to 
iteteh his letter» as in sueh plaees of publie aeoom- 
modation as that where he now found himself, 
bells to eall the seryants are not in fadiion. 
Howeyer great his patienee reaBy was, seyend 
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hours elapsed before he saw anyihing of the al- 
eaide, who at last entered his prison, bringing with 
him Sandoyars supper, whieh eonsisted of a Ioaf 
of bread, a pieee of eheese, and half a bottle of 
very indifFerent wine, whieh he pronouneed 
superior to the best YaldepeBas ; fop whieh sutnp- 
tuous meal he resolved to make him pay a priee 
not rated from the quality of the artieles, but 
from the eonseienee of a gaoler. On beirig left to 
himself, Sapdoval, who had not tasted anything 
during the whole of that most harassing day^ 
felt sufficiently the want of food to relish even 
what we have deseribed, after whieh he threw 
himself on his bed to eompose his mind a little 
to rest. 

He had been about an hourinthis reeumbent 
posture, and his eyelids began to drop gently, 
when he heard some footsteps pass his door. It 
was the aleaide going with his men to the hall 
to perform his nightly task of seGiu*ing all the 
prisoners with a long ehain, whieh he fastened 
to their aneles by iron rings, and seeured outside 
with a huge iron bar. This ehain preyented 
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those prisoners wfao were looae from givmg any 
assistanee to the more desperate ones who were 
fi^ttered, and rehdered nugatory any attempt that 
might be made at eseape during the night For 
^iorae time baek, however, the prisoners had been 
plotting an eseape, and at last had eome to the ' 
resolution of tryiog their fortune on that yery 
night. The plan was formed by only a few of 
the most resolute, and eorresponded with the 
ferocity of their eharaeter. It was agreed 
amongthera, that immediately on the appearanee 
of the gaoler and his men, they should fall on 
them, and with their ehains beat out their brains^ 
(seize their keys^ liberate eyery prisoner, and then 
set £lre to that infemal edi^ee. 

Whether the aleaide had reeeiyed a hint from 
some of the prisoners, or whether he suspeeted 
that some sudi plot was in eontemplation, or 
whether it was by mere ehanoe, on that night, 
instead of entering the room as usual to see 
that his men performed their task properly, he 
oontented himself with remaining at the door, and 
giying them his direetions from thenee. . The 
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ooni^iiiBtors, who obierved this, fearing' that 
their plan was impnietieable on that night, were 
on the point of relinquishing it, when one of 
them,whocouldnotbrookdelay, suddenlysnateh» 
ed irom one of the tumkeys his buneh of kejSy 
and flung them with sueh force and good aim at 
the aleaide, that it struek him a blow on the 
head, whieh made him reel and fall. The rest 
of the eonspirators no sooner obsenred this, thm 
they all fell on his men, who were soon stretehed 
Ii{eless on. the ground, one excepted, who had 
the good fortune to eseape thalr fury. Be^ore» 
howeyer, they eoiild rush out of the rooiny it 
was absolutely neoessary to break thdr ehains 
and unloek their fetters, whieh operation gaTe 
the aleaide time to reeoTer from the stunning 
blow he had reeeiyed, and to run upstairii befi>re 
them. Unfortunately for him, the tumkey 
who eseaped had bolted the door at the top 
of the stairease, and he lost mueh time in farcing 
it open. 

SandoTal, who a moment before had heard 
the quick footsteps of the tumkey rustle elose 
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by fak door, and who now heard the loud and re- 
peated blows of the oleaide, followed by a distant 
munpiur, whieh was inereasing ev^ instant, list- 
ened with theutmostanxiety, hd|nng, yetfearing, 
the eseape of his feIlow prisoners. Presently a tre- 
mendous rush in the passagebelow, aeeompanied 
by fearful yells, shook the very walls of the {nison, 
«nd immediately after thedoor, whidi the aleaide 
had been endeayouring to force, fdl with a 
tremendous erash. Sandoyal now* heard his 
rapid foQtsteps pass his door, pursued by the-^ 
heavy. and loud trampling of a multitude of 
people, some dragging ehains »long the ground, 
and others shouting-7-^^ Death to the aieaide ! — 
kill him ! — ^send him to hell !*' — These words 
were soon after followed by blows, and some 
struggling, during whieh some one feU with a 
deep^ groan^ to whieh a shout of triumph sue- 
eeeded. Meantime the passage seemed to be 
ey&ry moment erowding more and more, the 
shouts, oaths, and impreeations beeame louder, 
and the doors of the diSerent rooms in their way 
fell in before their tremendous blows. At length 
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they eame to his door, the loek of whieh ilew ta 
the other estremity of tbe room after two or 
three yiolent strokes, and a etoi^d of meHy witb 
fierce looks and grim eount^ianoes, rendered 
stiil more horrid by the red glare of a single 
toreh, entered) rifled his poekets, in whieh, how- 
ever, they found little to gratify their rapaeity^ 
having been previousIy examined by themselres 
or their eompanions, and huddled him out with- 
out further eeremony. 

It is impossible to deseribe the noise and 
confusion whieh prevailed in the passage. Un- 
happy wretehes, whose limbs, half pal«ed by long 
confinement, just permitted tbem to drag thein- 
8elves, implored their more able felIow suiTerers 
to assist them in quitting that dreadful plaoe. 
By some these eamest entreaties were attended 
to, and they draggeii them by tbe arms or sup- 
ported them on their shoulders, while those 
unfeeling ruiSans who were only eager about 
seeuring their own freedom, pushed them aside, 
*or trod on them, regardless of their age or help- 
iessness. The unhappy young woman whom 
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Sand6val had^een in tb6 cro\(^ded dungeon was 
also there, endeavouring to push her way thro>ugh 
the multitude, and bearing her aged father in 
her arms, surrounded by her Uttle brothers. 
Her effort8 to reaeh the eourt excited the live> 
liest interest in Sandoval, who h<Hioured the im- 
puLse of her iilial devotion and generosity. He 
snatehed £nom one of the prisoners a long iron 
bar with whieh he was armed, plaeed himself 
before the young woman, and, requ68ting her 
to follow him, endeavoured to open a way for 
her, andher little brothers, threatening to knoek 
down whoever attempted to obstruet their pro- 
gress. As they oame to the door of the aleaide^s 
apartments, whose last groan Sandoval had 
heard, they saw his mangled body lying on the 
ground weltering in blood, and elose to it 
lay that of another man in the last agonies. 
Having passed th'ese apartments, a rush was 
then made down the narrow winding stairease, 
leading to the eourt, whieh they no sooner 
reaehed than thev all hastened toitards the 
vaulted passage eommunieating with the gate. 
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Piesendy m alarm spread that aotile UoopB 
were elose to the outer gate, and on the point 
of eot^ring tlie prison. The eries and sereains 
of the {rightened feinales[and old men now be^ 
cameterrific; but the most daring and.despe- 
rate, whosaw nothing bi^t ruin in the failure <^ 
their attempt, rushed towards the gate to dis- 
pute the entranee with the soldiers, who were 
now seen firing, and driving baek some of the 
first prisoners wbo had reaehed the gate. San-^ 
doval pushed fprward, fo]lowed by a party of 
resolute fellows, and with his iron bar levelled 
With the ground the first soldier that eame in 
his way, in whieh he was imitated by thoee 
whom he now headed. Aware that they were 
Aghting for their lives, the prisoners threw them- 
Belves on their enemies with the detemuned bra- 
very of desperadoes, and sueeeeded in snatehing 
from some of them their muskets. The oonAiet 
then beeame extremely violent, both parties 
standing 'firmly on their ground; but the sol- 
diers, who were not excited by the same fury 
that impj^ed their antagonists, gradually gave 
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way^ dhd were at lant diken l)ack as far as the 
little .8quare where the prison stood. On the 
prisoners elearing the outer gate, they all dis* 
persed in every direetion, the better to evade ihe 
pursuit of the military, who, haying rallied again^ 
were now retuming aeeompanied by fresh troops^ 
who were every instant arriving on the spot, to 
oppose the further progress of the fugitives. 

Sandoval, seeing that his life was in imminent 
danger, ahd that there was but one way for him to 
make his eseape, namely, to gain the eity ram- 
parts, whieh were not very far off, let himsel^ 
down them, and swim aerossi the river, ran with 
aU speed towards its nearest point. Unfortu- 
nately for him, however, he had just reaehed 
the battlements, and was in the aet of elimbing 
to their top, when an ofBcer on horsebaek, by 
whom he had been obsenred and folIowed, ar- 
rived at \he foot of the wall, and struek him a 
sabre blow on the head, whieh stunnedhim, and 
made him roll to the ground, where for two or 

» — 

three minutes he lay senseless, stretehed at the 
borse^s feet. On reoovering he made an effort to 
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rise, but hy the moonlight that shone brightly, he 
obseryed the oiBeer^s sword pomting at his 
breast, and heard with a surprise mixed widi 
joy and distnay, Fermin*s voice, threatening to 
run him through if . he attempted to stir. As 
the dark shade of the ramparts fell upon 
Calisto, and he was still in the same sort of 
undress in whieh he had been left by the 
prisoners, it was not easy for his brother to 
recognize him. Undeeided whether fae should 
make himself known to him, GaUsto eontinued 
in the sam^ posture, with his head just raised, 
watehing Permin'^s motions^ until the shouts of 
his brother, ealling upon the soldiers to hasten 
to the rampart, drew him from his momen- 
tary surprise, and made him start up, exclaim* 
ing->" rermin ! surely, you wUl not deliver up 
your brother to his epemies P'^ 

The effei;t produeed on Fermin by these 
words was equally sudden and oTerwhelining ; 
he remained motionless as a statue, his eyes 
fixed with a sort of death-like gaze on his 
brother's eounieortnee, and hia ^oatures dift- 
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^rted by the hot^or M the. discorvery. Gra^ 
dually, howeyer, assuming the deepest eoneem, 
he leapt from his horse, and was on the point of 
folding Galisto in his arms» when some . of his 
men arriyed, and proeeeded to seeure the 
fugitive. Immediately Fermin, recovering his 
'usual presenee of mind, ordered them to faU on 
the right and pursue the other fugitives, who, 
like Galisto^ had direeted themselves to tbe 
rampart, as he eould dispense with their aseist- 
anee to seeure tbe one who was before them. 
The men obeyed, and Fermin approaehing his 
brother, drew from his poeket a handkerchief, 
whieh he bound round the wound he had in* 
Aieted on his head, after whieh pointing silently 
to the battlements, aided him to mount them, 
and by.means of his eloak, to deseend to the 
other ride of the walls. — •* And now," said he, 
breaking the silenee ^or the first time, ^^ plunge 
into the river, and swim aeross without delay ; 
for I have giyen orders Ibr boats to eome 
around to. preyent tbe further eseape af pri- 
soners ; but for God and tbe < Yirgin's aake, 
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fly thi» land imniediatdy. Neyer more be seen 
here, and plaee me not again in the horrible 
aUemative of being a fratridide) or violating my 
duty to 6od and my king.^ 

Cal]sto> who was an excellettt swimmer, did 
not hesitate an instant in plun^ng into the 
, river) whieh he eroseed with ease, aided by the 
strong eurrent of its rapid waters, and doen* 
eumbered of most of his elothes, though not 
witbout danger ; for some of the soldiers, who 
were now approaehing inthe boats, observing 
by tbe moonlight his head moying on the sur- 
face of the water, sent random shots at him, 
•ome of the balls of whieh) now dropped with 
a hissing noise into the water near him, and 
now passed whizzing over his head. His ap» 
pearanee on the opposite banks, also produoed a 
disehai^ of musquetry fcom the nearest boats^ 
the effects of whieh remained imprinted on the 
trunks Qf the trees with whieh the share was 
there covered, and whieh speedily made him 
hasten out of sight. As he penetrated further 
into the thiekets, the oeeasional plunges whieh 
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be had distinetiy heard when m the water, 
foUowed by the whoops and shots of the soU 
diers, beeame^ gradually more faint, till at last 
only one or two ehsdiarges were audible, and 
then all was stiil. 

Haying thus eleared eyery danger by whieh 
he had been assailed, he began to eonsider 
whither he should direet his eourse ; and Ansel- 
mo's hut oeeurred to his mind as his best asylnm. 
He hastened to it, and arrived preeisely at the 
moment when those fnends he had met there on 
apreyious oeeasion were oonsulting aboutthe 
best means of proeuring his deliverance ; for his 
impriaonment, having beeome publie soon afier 
it took plaoe, through the men who had earried 
him to prison, had reaehed their ears. Their 
debates, whieh were still held in their seduded 
cave, were extremely animated, opinions beii^ 
eon^derably divided on this subject. One was 
of opinion, that they ought to employ the power- 
ful ageney of gold, with the aleaide, whoee 
avarieious soul would never be able to resist a 
handsomely gamished purse; another thought 
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thdt to proeure hi& eseape by sueh means» W4je5 
the most likely way to subject Sandoval to tbe 
neeessity of expatriating himseUT, whieh he re» 
oommended should be aToided, as his enter- 
prising and energetie eharaeter might be of 
semee.to the eountiy, when his e^brts shouldbe 
wanted ; he was therefore of opinion that they 
oughttotry to engage his brother toworkhis 
delireranee by his influence or by l^;al means. 
Another, a military man said, that nothing was 
easier than to earry their point by foFce, and deUver 
not only Sandova1, but all the unfortunate indii- 
viduals who were pining in that prison; for a$ 
it eontained no other garrison than the aleaide 
and his men, an attaek madeon them^ aftef 
getting admittahee to the first eourt of the prison 
by some stratagem, must seeur^ sueeess to the 
-ent^rise, and at the same time would soreen 
Sandoval against the consequences to whieh his 
single eseape would 8ubject him. Lastly, Ansel<- 
mo thought, they were all wrong; for in the 
first instanee, the aleaide would take the purse» 
and only keq) thebetter eye to his prison^ ; in 
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the seeond, his brother, he was sure, would not 
stir an ineh to release him, not so mueh beeause 
he might be wanting in inelination, as on aeeount 
of his insurmountable religious pre]udices; iu 
the third, the employing force, he thought the 
wildest plan of all, beeause even granting they 
sueeeeded ih the attempt, the unfortunate men 
who might afterwards be taken would atohe witb 
^eirheads for'having eseaped from the prison 
under sueh dreurastanees. In his opinion the 
best and most feasible plan was that of bribing 
Father Lobo, who alone eould proeure Sando- 
val^s liberty, and whose dissolute and extravagani 
habits of life, plaeed him too mueh within the 
iuAuenee of money to resist the means fpr 
gratifying his propensities. 

Sueh was the state of the debate, when a 
loud knoeking at the door made them start froih 
their seats.— ^" A knoek at this hour of night T^ 
exclaimed tbe surprised party, ^^ weare betrayed* 
To our arms, gentlemen, we must not yield 
without a struggle.*' Saying tbis, they all drew 
out their weapons, and prepared themselves to* 
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aet oa the defensiTe, should an attiaek be made 
against them ; but Anselmo desired them not to 
stir from their plaees until he should eall iipon 
them, and to let him manage the affair. He 
then Uf ted the trap-door as silently as poissible, 
shut it again carefully, and waited until the 
blows at the door were repeated, whieh happened 
almost immediately.. — '^ Who is there ?" inquired 
he, eautiously approadiing the door, and apply- 
ing his ear to the key hole, to disooyer whether 
there was any noise of arms. 

^' A ilriend,^ eried Sandoval, :whose voice 
Anselmo immediately recognized. Haying a&- 
eertained that he was alone, he drew. baek the 
bars and bolts whieh seeured the door, aad wel- 
oomed him with warmth, inviting him to go 
down and see his frierds who were assembled 
there for the espress piupose of agitating his 
deliverance. The surprise of the party may be 
ooneeiTed when they saw Sandoval enter in the 
aame state he had been left by the prisoners, 
without hat, eoat, waistopat, or boots, the rest 
of his elothes dripping wet, and his face eoTered 
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with the blood tbat Aowed fromthe wound on his 
head. Thdir greetings, howeyer, were as hearty 
and sineere as the pleasure they felt at his eseape, 
the partieulaTS of whieh they expre8sed theitiu 
selyes anxious to leam. 

** I my8elf/ said Sandoyal, " am but imper- 
fectly acquainted with them ; for I hay^ been 
hurried away through sueh a seene 6f confusion 
and bloodshed, that I haye had hardly time tp 
enquire into their origin ; but you shall haye a 
full deseription of eyerything I witnessed, though 
before I eommenee I must request a little brandy 
to wash the wound on my head.'' 

This was immediately proeured by Anselmoy 
who dressed the wound for him, and saw that, 
though seyere» no dauger oould be apprehended 
from it, as it had only penetrated tbe skin, He 
also fumished him with a suit of elothes, in 
whidi he appeared as eompletely disguised as 
Anselmo himselfy and aAerwards brought out 
some refreshments, to whieh our hero paid ample 
homage, the yarious exertions of the night 
haying inereased rather than diminished tiie 
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natural excellence of his appetite. This dutj 
performed, he went through a sueeinet narrative 
of his adyentures sinee their last meeting, and 
eonduded by asking their advice as to his future 
eonduet. 

'' The news we have received £rom Galieia,'' 
said Anselmo, ^^are sueh as to promise an im^ 
mediate rising there. The brave Laey, not^ 
withstanding the failure of Mina's attempt, stiil 
entertainis the idea of assertiog our rights by ^ 
force of arms, and though he has been deprived 
of many brave oiBeers and troops, upon whose 
co*operation he had reekoned, he has still with 
him a knot of patriots, whoae number inereases 
daily, and who, if nothing immediately inter.^ 
vene6 to prevent it, will bring about the desired 
ehange. As for yourself, exposed as you are, 
in these parts of the kingdom, and little known 
in Galieia, I would advise your instant depar- 
ture for that province, where you may yet be of 
service to the eountry,^ and likewise sheltered 
from the perseeiitions raised here against you. 
By travelling in a suitable disguise, you will be 



THE FE££MASOK. Sld 

able to reaeb Corunna without mueh impedi* 
ment, and in time to partieipate in the glorious 
enterprise about to be aeeomplished by the 
brave and skiKul general of whom we q)eak." 

Nothing eould aeeord more harmonioutsly 
with Sandoyal's wishes than sueh a plan. The 
treatment hp had experienced from the agents 
e^ the ruling faction, was too Areshly imprinted 
on his memory, not to add a new impulse to his 
ardent wish of serying a eountry that groaned 
under eyery abuse whieh the most heartless and 
senseless tyranny eould deyise. Moreoyer, his 
imagination, always prone to ereate and magnify 
glorious deeds, pietured this new enterprize in 
the most fa8cinating eolours. Gonduoted by so 
energetie, braye, intelligent and disinterested a 
patriot as LaSey, sueeess must foUow eyery stage 
of it Filled wilh these sanguine hopes, he re«- 
solyed, without a moment^s hesitation, to under- 
take his joumey'early on jthe following mom- 
ing. This determination was warmly approyed 
of by all his friends, who to demonstrate the 
neeessity and justice of it, gaye him an ac- 
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oount of the iiifamou6 proeeedings earried on 
against the patriots, who had most distinguiished 
themselTes by th^ talents and activity during 
the late stmggle agiunst the French, and who 
were sdll erowding the dungeons of the Penin- 
sula, su£fering there indeseribable miseries, and 
in hourly expectation of the sentenee whieh wa^ 
to banish them to the sultry elimates of Africa^ 
to endure for many long years the most un- 
heard-of barbarities. 

His mind wrought up to the highest piteh of 
indignation by the statement of those proeeed- 
ings, he Iefit Anselmo^s hut, more resoIved than 
ever to avenge the wrongs heaped on a party, 
whieh alone had aided the eountry when she 
stood in need of their eSorts and sacrifices ; and 
direedng his eourse to H]rpo1ito's farm, where 
he expected to meet his faithful servant Roque, 
he reaeh^ it before the dawn, while the family 
wete still slumbering. As nothing but a lateh 
seeured the door at the baek of the house^ he 
entered it unnodeed by any person, and wenit 
direetly to< his room, where he f6uRd his servant 
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fymg on the bed enveloped in his eloak, and fast 
aaleep» Roque, who had hitnself retumed from 
town only a (ew hours before, and who' knew 
his: master was in a plaee where there was little 
ehanee of his getting out in a hurry, on being now 
awakened by him, and seeing him standing before 
him in that apparel, rubbed his eyes, and stared 
with sueh a grotes^ue expression of doubt and 
amazement, that Sandoval eould not reirain 
from bursting out into a hearty laugh,— ** Holy 
Virgin of the Pillar of Zarago8sa !^ exclaimed 
the serrant, ^^ what a strange dream is this !— 
Yet that is his look, I am sure of it. — He 
laughs i It must be him, — ^but why that dress ? 
why ..... .*' 

^^ Rouse yourself, man,'^ said Sandoyal, shak- 
ing him by the shoulders^ '^ and let me repose 
there a cou{de 6f hoiirs ; after whieh eall me up, 
and have my borse ready saddled, and youi* own, ' 
if yoii wish to follow me." 

Boque jumped out of bed. — ." Grod ai merey T 
he eried^ " it is he! How eaine you to be here 
in sueh a strange dreiss, my dear^ dear.masterP 

yoL. ir. L 
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f had already made up my mind to eee you 
hangedr 

^* A yery eongoling reflection, tnily/' aaid his 
«mster. ^^ But yoii abaU know the whys and 
wiiere&res very shortly. Do the peopie here 
'know ai^thing of my last adventure ?" 

*^ Not through me," replied Boque, " for I 
iunined t&t the farm when they were all in bed, 
Atad I would not disturb them to tell them any 
wdi news.^ 

*^ Tben say not a word, and do as I have al- 
^dy direeted; for Z eannot eontinue in this 
pnovince.^ 

^Sayikig this, he threw himself on the bed, and 
oomposed himself to rest» while R6que^ who ob- 
aerved his fatigued look, dieeked his indanadon 
to question him respeeting his eseape, and fol- 
lowing lus esample, lay himself on the heap bf 
peos in the eomer of the room, and wentto sleep. 

Two hours after they were both on their legs, 
and &mdoval wient down just at the moment 
when the bonest kndlord was preparing to go 
out with his senrants to his daily labours. Tbe 



news of tbe oeeureenees of ibe |«enoi|g day 
having not yet reaehed the ^ana, tio EBpdi^ 
only Botieed the eha]^ of deesa ia .gandoTaLp 
(the woimd on the head hdng eoneeakd by tbe 
montera he wore) At whieh he ^espeessed aem 
surprise. Sandoval told him he intended taking 
a long ^oumey, and bad adopted tbat dress as tbe 
least likely toattraet the notiee of tbe nmoeious 
iMtnditti who in^ested the eountry. eurioeilsr, 
however strongly eherished by the ^emaks^ai 
Castile, is not an attr3)ute of the men» |>ari- 
tieuhuiy if they have no reason to suapeet the 
veracity of the person who.nught esate it^ .eon^ 
sequently tio Hipolito readily heliered what 
Sandoval said, but espressed his regret at lomg 
him so soon? for he had esp^eted to bave 
enjoyed his oompany during some mmifim<^ 
^^ If God grant my return,^ mA Sando^s^ 4p 
him, ^^ I give you my word tio Hipolito I shiiil 
qpend many a happy day with you^ .not.ooly lAt 
your £Eurm, but at my iather*a eounliyrhpiiMe 
too. We shall then rit in our great ha]il,rr(H«Rd 
our draMTo^takingour eup of ehopoiate^haiipii^ 

L 2 
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and in peaee, my poor father relating to you' 
what.hehasseen and duffered during his enle, 
and I, what I have aeoomplbhed in nij pere- 
grinadons. You shall listen to our tales and 
strtiggks, as to those of days long gone by« and 
you will say in wonder and surprise-^^^and 
these things really passed in my Ume !^ 

•* That is like you, SeSorito,^ said the tk) 
Hipolito, giving him a hearty shake by the 
hand, ^* never down-hearted ; always'kind and 
generous ; brave as a lion ; your head always 
upon your shoulders. 6od bless you, and may 
he grant that the happy day of your safe re- 
tum, and your father's, may not be far dis- 
tantr 

Saying this, he gave him a elose embraee, 
and left the farm, wiping with the sleeve of his 
eoat the big tears that roUed down his eheeks. 
Meantime, the tia Agustina, who had Hstened 
as devoutly to this farewell, as she eould have 
done to a friar's diseourse, arranged within her 
own'mind the questions that were to put her in 
possession of his destination, and the objects of 
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his jouniey; but SandoTal, who guessed her 
intention by the preliminary eoughings and 
hems, with whieh she usually preluded her 
interrogatories, spared her the trouble of begin- 
ning them, by taking his leave abruptly, and 
retuming many thanks for her hospitality ; after 
whieh he mounted his horse, and followed by 
Roque on his * French nag, disappeared fiom 
the sight of the disappointed tia Augustina, 
who on re^ntering, Aogged, all her ehildren 
pour imdedommager^ 
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Dear nalnr» U Uw Uw^Mt mother lUll, 
Thongh ahraya ehangiiig, in hernapnat miU« 
From her hare boeom let me take my AIl, 
Her nerer-wemi'd, thoogh not her favoiir'd ehHd;. 
Oh I ihe is faireat inher fetitaret wild, 
Where nothing poHihed duet pollate her pntb. 



*' So, nous voUik en eampagne oneemoie,'' 

Roque, who had pieked up some French words, 
during his reddenoe in that eountry, ^^but, if I 
am permitted to ask a guestion, in whieh dty is 
the bull-.fight to take pkee? or where is the 
arena in -whieh we shall break our huiees or our 
neeks ? Do you antidpate as brilliant sueoess ih 
this adyenture as in that of Nayarre ? Faith ! 



we ouglit readily to yoluiite^ our semneei ; for 
we haye partieular reasons to feel, GQQ#dent 
of • • . . being earried to the galldws*" 

<* Hark, sirrah P eried his ma^ter, ^^ if ypii, 
are atraid of eoming to a glorious end, the road 
we have trayelled through is still &ee for your 
retum. Go baek, then, plaoe yottr ned^ Widei^ 
our oppressor^s yoke» and walk upon foui^ 
I^« you niayfind that ex^cise iKH^ganial t^a 
your nature; but for nie, if I eapodioli walk 
upright, as beeomes a £ree-bom man» tht gaUo ws 
shall be weleome.*^ 

Affcer this rebuke, Boque thought it wise to, 
drop altogether this delieate tppie ; but lio sho^ 
his disapprobation of the measure^ aiyi begoil? 
th^ tediousness Qf their, ^oumey» he amused 
himsetr with abusmg eyeryihing he sa^,, and 
more partieularly tbose objects whieh his mast^ 
most. admired. $andoyal, wbo knew how tp 
appreeiate the modyes thsit imp^ed hw toi 
aet and sp^ak as he did, proeeeded on hia jourr 
ney, laughing at the numerous absurd remarks 
of his seryant 



^[d order the more eflKeCtiKil]y to eseape su5- 
pieion, they bartered their horses for a pair of 
mules, loaded them with a eouple of skins full af 
Ihe "wine of the eountry, and then assumed the 
dress of arrieroSy^ eonsisting of a small erowned 

s 
I 

and largebrimmed hat, with a little silver image 
of the Yirgin Mary instead of a buekle, a tight 
jacket bf brown eloth, «i velveteen waistepat, of 
«rdark eolour, with hanging brass buttons, -and 
euriously shaped towards' the neek, a pair bf 
breeehes of 'brown eloth, with abroad leathem 
belt round the waist, spatterdashes bf leather, 
and a strong and thiek pairof shoes well studded 
with hob-nails. With respeet to their manner 
of Iiving, they were obliged to'eomplyin every 
respeet with the rude habits of the dass '^ 
whieh'they wished to be thought they belonged. 
They always used the preeaution to take up' 
their quarters in the inferior inns ; they dined 
and supped in the kitehen with the rest of thi^ 
arrieros, on whatever eould be proeured, now 

* Muleteers. * 
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gorging tbemselyes with broths, pmelets, bashes, 
Irieassees, and drinkipg like fi§hes, and noiir 
eontentihg tfaemselv.es with a dish of sopos de 
afo^ a.few yegetiiblesy an4 a draught or two of 
v%nagriMa or b^id wine. Besides they were 
obliged to swear very loud, and with the same 
breath invoke every saint in Paradise ; to puU 
their rosaries out of their poekets, and fall 
asleep as they began to tell their beads ; kiss tbe 
ugly wenehes of the inn, and ehuek the hostess 
uhder the ehin, sleep on their paek saddles 
in the stable, under th^ shade, or in tbe straw- 
loft, &c. &c. 

.It must be confessed that this mode Qf life 
had no great eharms for our hero, who, hiid 
it npt been. for Roque'*s ingeuuity in coverin|^ 
the egregious mistakes whieh he was apt. to 

* 

eomniit, must soon have been discovered ; but 
he bore the whole with remarkable patie;icie and 
good humour, eonsidering the heavy Ipad of 
misery that weighed on his mind, and the nu- 
merous and strong motives he had for sojrrow 
and lamentation. 

L 8 



l'hdr totAi as faar ag tfae tnountaiiis of 9sd- 
tander, ky along tbe dd%htful banks af the 
Ebito, and presented a eountiy varied by biH 
and dale*, the ^ertililr^ of whieh is almost prou 
verbial ; but when tbey eommeneed aseending 
those steep and lirowning mountains that 8epa« 
rate GastSIe from Biaeay and Asturias, the whole 
aspeet of nature suddenly ehanged» and nothing 
iras to be seen but frightfiil abysses yawning 
fearftilly below their ^eet, a multitude of enor«( 
ttous roeks unmarked by any traee of Tegeta« 
tion, heaped one abore another till their tops 
lost themselyes in the ebuds, on the predpitous 
ttdes of whieh even the firm and sure Ibbted 
inules eould hardly keep their hoofs ; deep rl^ 
vine8, whose sinuous windings when viewed f rom 
the' summit of distant eliAs, assumed the ap- 
pearanee of huge snakes gliding into the reoesses 
of the mountains ; and rapid torrents, whieh 
they were often obliged to pass by bridges 
fonned by a few thiek trees just thrown aeross 
the abyss, and oovered with brambles and a 
little earth) whieh vibrated to their footsteps id 
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8ueh a feai{ul i|uumer, that eyesi Smdoyal's 
ttout heairt beat quiek witb apprehensien as he 
led his mule aeross. As for his less eoorageous 
fellqw muleteer, his terror was ludierous; before 
he attempted to go over, he stood forsome 
minutes tearing his hair, trampling his hat, and 
eursing his ma8ter''s foIly that brought him 
thither ; then, having made the sign of tbe eross 
half a do2en times, he trembled till his knees 
knoeked together when he reaehed ihe middle 
af the ehasm, and eapered and laughed wben 
he saw himsel^ safe on the other side. 

Tbe inhabitants of these mountains resemble 
in isyery respeet their natiye soil ^ their moye- 
ments'are as rapid and impetuous as the tor-r 
reatB that sweep through their yalleys ; in their 
passions they are as quick and ehangeable as 
the atmosphere of their mountains; as open 
and firm as the roeks on whieh their huts are 
built The yariety of se^ery, and the eon*- 
stant exertionR they are obliged to make, sten^e 
their heads with a greater number of ideas, and 
.tbeir hearts witb warmer leelings, than if they 
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«resid^d m a plain, where all is sameaeBs-and 
iiiiiformity. Remote ' iirom large toiP&% a&d 
liyiDg in prinutive simplieity, their habits and 
morals.are pure; they are giv^ to reAeetion, 
and attpntiye to their duties ; there is in their 
aetionsy language, mien, and maiiners, some* 
thing unusually interesting ; while the . eor* 
diality, good-will, and even aAeetipn with whieh 
they receive strangers^ and .the good hiunour 
and natural gaiety of their. looks, render them 
objects of esteem and respeet. There was one* 
thing whieh Roque disliked in them, and.that 
was the frugality, and even parsimimy of their 
entertainments, whieh eonsisted chiefly . of the 
produpe of their dairies, of . eakes made of 
maize, potatoes, ehesnut puddings, honey, and 
brown bread made of oats. 

As the two travellers proeeeded , on their 
journey9 the wildness of the soil eontinued the 
same until they entered Asturias, and even then 
there was at first no material diiference in the 
face of the eountry, though graduaily tbe 
mountains began to assume.a less rugged and 
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batren aspeet, and industry was no longer eon-^ 
iSned to narrow vallies andsmall spots, in whieh 
the eagle» only would haye thought of fixing 
their habitations. Numerous plantations of oak, 
beeeh, ehesnut, and bireh trees erown the As^ 
turian mountains, from whieh, in former days, 
^gantie trunks were felled to cover with the 
Aeets of Spain the seas of both hemispheres. 
Now, however, thatiks to the tbtal extinction of 
her navy, and to the imbeeility of her jgovem- 
ment, our travellers passed through those silent 
plantations undisturbed by the harsh grating of 
the exterminating saw, although now and then 
they observed one.or two peasiants seeking there 
materials to form their huts, and implements 'of 
husbandry ; but as i^ aware of the value df 
those gigantie trees, they eontented themselves 
with stealing from them a few planks. These 
trees then offered a phenomenon well worth re- 
marking, and whieh frequently presents it5elf 
in the ehesnut plantations of Asturias, where a 
gres^t number of trees, from the trunks of whieh, 
half their diameter have been in this manner' 
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snwed away, rema^i unwithered, notwUhstaiid- 
ilig sueh a severe amputation, and oontinue year 
aft^ yei^ t^ yield abundanoe of Aruit 

On tbe other hand» the Asturian YaUeys» 
whieh bear a striking r^semblanoe to those of 
Switserland, and we may add, on more than 
one aoeount, the one bemg the eradle of Tell, 
«nd the other of Riego, are fertilized by mune- 
rouB rivulets, whose pure waters interaeet 
them in erery direetion. Sometimes, too» theae 
streams, many of wbieh have their origin ia thie 
wini fntJMnfl, form natural ea sea dg Sm a"d gDread 

aiterwaids through the meadows whieh the in* 
dustiious agrieultuiist has prepared before hand 
for his flocks to feed upon. Further on are 
aeen^ ardAaally arranged in variou8 grades, the 
bancdle9y^ in whieh the natives sow what they 
eall the eseanda;^ wbieh i|ffords them food for 

* ObloDg plots of groand for raismg pube, roots» fniit 
Ireesy&e. 

t Spelt wheat» a sort of wheat» the hnsk of whieh ad- 
beres so tenaeiously to the graiD, that it is neeessaiy to 
giiiid both together» and the flour of whieh makei a nuth- 
tive and saYOury biead. 
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ihe whole winter, and not far £rom those spots 
are.the hamlets, in whieh the eonmiodious house 
of the eurate, and the freshly white-wa^ed 
ehureh are the two most prominent buildmgs» 
though it would be unju8t not to add to these 
the half ruined family mansion of the indolent 
and impoYerished hidalgo, on the treiat of whieh 
is seen the fafflily arms, rudely eanred on 
stone. 

As our trayellers eame nearer Oyiedo, the 
capital*of the prineipality of Astuiias» the Pora 
de Siero, a plain of about seyen leagues in 
leugth, and the only one in Asturias of this 
estent, offered to their view one of the most 
fertile, rieh, and well eultiyated distriets of the 
Peninsula. The Asturians eall this plain^ whieh 
extends to the gates of Oyiedo, the Andaluzias 
of Asturias; and it must be owned, that if 
natmre has not been so prodigal there pt her 
gifte, their own industry, whieh has rendered it 
a little Paradise» justifie8 the epithet they haye 
giyen lo it 

At length they eame within sight of that eity, 
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whose name aloiiie awakeDs so many glorioiis 
and dassiea] reoolleetions. t>viedo wasthe.city> 
where Don Pelayo, and the first kings of Spain 
Regained, held their oourt. As the eapital of a 
proYinee, where that hero, with a few braye fol- 

lowers, maintained the honour of Spun, so 

» 

ignobly trampled under foot by the invading 
Saraeen at the fatal eombat of Guadaiete, it is 
an object of deep veneration and euriosity to 
every lover of his eountry. Its ehureh obtained 
at that time the denomination of theGbuneh of 
the Bishops, beeause it received into its bosom 
all the prelates wbo sueeeededin eseaping the 
seimitar of the triumphant Moor.. In its uni« 
versity sbone many learned men;.and .tbere, 
too, Gampomanes and Jovellanos made their 
studies, while in its benedietine convent, wrote 
and died the leamed and'enlightened Feijoa 

Tbe eity is seated on a gentle elevation between 
Iwo rivers, the Ove and tbe Deva, whenee its name 
is derived. It has to the south the fertile plain 
above mentioned, and to the nortb, a .high 
mountain. Its sky is cheerfu1, and its dimate 
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temperate, though rains are frequent at eertain 
seasons; but it is seldom visited with fog8, or 
falls of mow. The fruits and Yeget&bles reared 
ia the.gardens are tender and saTOury ; and in 
the walks along the water-side grows the white 
buekthom, beside the oriental pliEintain tree. 

Jn this eity SandoTal pit>po8ed they should 
rmain a few days, in order to repose themselve8 
iiom the fatigues of their long and suf&cientlj 
painful joumey. He had brought with him 
letters from some of his Logrofio friends to the 
brother of a patriot, whose name, fame, and his 
own Yalorous deeds haye registered in the 
annals of Spanish histoiy in indelible eharae- 
ters, and whieh is, and will eyer be, dear to 
eyery man whose bosom glows with the Aatne of 
patriotism. The gentleman to whtMn those kt- 
ters were addressed was'^a Ganon of the Gathe- 
dral of Oyiedo, and was liying in all the 
affluence of the elass to whieh he belonged. 
In justice, however, to his eharaeter, we ought 
to obserye here that, though by no means an 
enemy to the good things of thb world, his life 
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was not ir Ao% spent in se^ng tbitt hk oina* 
aod Us steward were attBDtive to the duties d 
ikm stati<m ; the ooe by ke^ag tbe pMitiies 
well storedt and tbe olh» the wine pdlai% and 
the trttnks whieh eontaiiied his Hayanna segais. 
Nather did our Caapn attead 80 mueh to the 
sports of the fidd as to Ipse the whple of the 
day iu huntiiig aDdraeing^ nor was he so paa» 
sionately fond <^ the «ard tabl% that on rcH 
tuming Irom his aAemoon k)unge, he sat down 
to play tiU midnight or supper time ; IW did 
he keep two pretty nieoes Ibr the inaorait 
mmiaement of riHnping with them «t those mo- 
ments whea the above more important duties 
pennitted; all whieh smous ooeupations aire 
usually deemed insepaiable irom *. eaaopobip^ 
Our uncanon4ike acquaintance, how^er,^ h^y- 
ing reodyed both irom nature and edueatkm 
a genius tumed to poetiy» passed that time 
whidi was uot empk>yed in the duties Qf bis 
(^Soe in sweet conTer8^ with the muses^ and 

* A tkggymuL^B housekseper. 
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witk tbose, yrho, though themselyes long dead 
and gooe^ hiEiTe be(|aeathed to posteiity theur 
knawledge and intelleet, << light and weighty 
thoughts, aad tmths iikimortal as the uniTorse.^ 
Wben oor hero entered the oomfortable 
dwelling of this truly estimable and enUgh- 
lened easan, he met there, besides the host; a 
▼eneraiMe did maa, whose well fdrmed ^aturi» 
though somewhat impaired both bj age and 
care> presmped, neyertheless, that pleasipg east 
whieh distinguishes the man d goiius apd phi- 
lanthropy from the eommon every day ^aees 
iiiSLt sorround us. This elderly ge^tleman waa 
DoD Eugenio Antonio Riego, father af the 
eanon Don Miguel Riego, and of a militaiy 
man wUo was then in the room, and whose 
eodhteBanee, tboogh not partieiilArly handseMne^ 
stnibk Son^oTal as bding very mnarkable for 
the energy of espresidon whieh it disphiyed.. 
There was in his high forehead» shaded as it 
was by the nattnral ringlets of ebbny hBOiy soldle- 
thing whieh indieated at tirst siglit a mind full 
of intdleet, eandour, and enterprise ; his dark 
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sparkling eyes, too, espressed an mtenaity of 
feeling^ and the vigour of an ardent Iover of 
truth; and his mouth a refined and delieate 
sense of all that is aniiable and good. Thit 
was the immorta:! and ill-fated Don Rafael dd 
Riego. 

By these gentlemen, our hero was reoeived 
with that unaffected poHteness and eordial hoa- 
pitality whieh €haracterized eyery one of them, 
and whieh are a prominent feature in the ebarae- 
ter of the Asturian gentry. No sooner had 
they leamed that it was his intention to spend 
a few days in that eity^ than they insisted em 
his eoming to take up his abode with them — 
an inyitation whieh he aeeepted with double 
pleasure, as there was quartered in the town 
a regiment whieh had belonged to the thkd 
army, most of the officers of whieh knew him 
personally, and iff whom he might have been 
easily recognized, had he eontinued at an imu 
• Onee settled at the eanon Ri^o's, — ^an ar- 
rangement, by the bye, whieb did.not at all 
diiplease our iriend Roque, who hadtoo eorreet 
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an idea of a eanon's pantry, to regret leaying 
the miserable inn where they had^ originally 
taken up their quarters,— our hero, who per- 
eeiy^ from the first instant that he was among 
eongenial tninds, informecl them of the object 
of his joumey to Galieia, and of some of the 
prineipal events of his life, whieh ren^ered him 

• ■ * ■ 

ar fugitiye and a homeless wanderer. Don 
Rafael del'RiegO, then Gaptain of the Regiment 
of Asturias, who was himself on a yisit to his 
family after the long eaptiyity he had endared 
in the north of Pranee, heayed a sigh when he 
heard .Lacy'*s name mentioned. — " My itiend," 
said he, " the braye General has already been 
depriyed of his post, most of his oiSeers sent 
to other parts of the kingdom, and by-this 
time, Laey is at Madrid, where he has been 
ordered to appear before the minister of war, 
to giye an aeeount of his proeeedings, and 
answer ihe aeeusations brought against him. 
I know positiydy tbat the idea of a rising has 
been giyen up; consequently I wouM adyise 
ypu to .pi:oeeed no farther for the present, and 
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widt here until those patnots, who remaih stiU 
ia Galieia, sball haye eoneerted aome plan in 
whieh we may haye the glory to partieipate.^' 

Tbis intelligeiKee was the most painM San^ 
doTal eould haye reedyed. His mind, wUdi 
had already confidently antidpated the suooess 
of Lacy'*s enterprise, eould^ not easily reeonaile 
itself to abandon those hopes whieh he had so a^- 
fflduously eneouraged, and whieh now eonstituted 
the chief of his earthly enjoyments; but tbe 
fact that his regrets eould not mend this djs- 
appointment, made him strive to keap up bis 
spirits, and still look forward with hope and 
confidence, in whieh his kind friends aided him 
as mueh ss lay in their power. Pinding the 
object of his joumey thus frustrated, and per- 
ceiving how unsafe it was for himto eontinue at 
Oviedo,heaccepted thepressing inyitation of Don 
Eugepio, to go down with him and his son Don 
Bafael to their family mansion, in the valley of 
Tuna, where he would run no risk of being 
diseoyered were he to remain there all his Iife. 

As the sympathy manifested by Englishmen, 
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for that yietim of French perfidy, Greneral 
Riego, was imiyersal in this oountry, when the 
blaek and sanguinary deed that elosed his 
m'ortal eareer was perpetrated, we shall attempt 
to deseribe the romantie plaee of his birth, eon- 
vinced that whatever relates to him and his 
family wiU be a matter of interest, to those who 
admiring his enthu^astie devotion to the eause 
of his ooimtry, his yalour, generosity, disin- 
terestedness, in a word, all his civil and military 
yirtues, like us, now moum his unmerited and 
eruel death. 
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GHAPTER X. 



Whoe'er thou art, thy spirit is ennoUi-d 
By the gmi King of kiogs^tbou art ordainU 
And stamp'd a hero by the aoTereign hund 
OfBmtureI 

Dougitu—Houx. 



When our party left Oviedo, it eonsisted of 
Don Eugenio, Don Rafael, Sandoval, Roque, 
and tviro more servants belonging to Don 
Eugenio, the Ganon having lemained behind to 
fulfil the duties of his station. The old gentle- 
mab, whose extreme simpheity of manners, 
cheerful and philosophieal tum of mind, and 
excelleut heart had already endeared him to our 
hero, and who^ from his earliest infancy, had. 
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with no ineonsiderable sueoess, eourted tlie 
muses, retained. still mueh of his poetie fire, 
and displayed in his cbnversation a Uvely, rieb, 
and vigorous imagination, whieh while it de- 
lighted Sandovai eontribut^d also to add to bis 
own stoek of knowledge. Every object that 
presented itself, and whieh awakened some 
historieal reeolleetions, was.sure to be remarked 
by him, and as in this province every step offers 
some aneient monument, aud almost every stone . 
is a reeord of the olden time, Don Eugenio had 
an ample lield for the display of those historieal 
treasures he possessed, though he was naturally 
too simple and mbdest to make a parade of his 
erudition. 

With Don Rafael, Sandoval had now formed 
the elosest intimaey. Indeed it was impossible 
thatTnen who thought ^ mueh alike, whose 
quklities and dispositions assimilated in every 
essential respeet, and whose very natures seemed 
to have been east in the same mould, should 
remain long without feeling for eaeh other the 
warmest and sineerest attaehment. Both en- 1% 

V0L. n, M 
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thtisiasde adyoeates of .freedom and af.tmtfa) 
bold, frank, and nianly in the espression ot 
their opinions, and in thdr feelings wamw 
heartedy beneyolent, and generous, they bou^ 
eaeh other^s soeiety, and 8uflSn*ed their thoughls 
to mingle, as it is asserted, the soattered par- 
tieks of the same nature, that swim in the 
vacuum, ooUeet and beoome inoorporated widi 
(Mteh other. 

Oo leayingOviede their road lay to the west, 
ovesr a high mountain ealied Eseamplero, fron 
the top <^ whieh a rteh and hi^ly cidtivated 
valleyy watered by the rapid N^lon, whoae 
waters mingle with those of the river Norm, 
whidi they had preyiously passed by a stone 
bridge oalkd de GaUegos, is seen spreading to 
the south) andofferifig a pietures^ue eontrast to 
the eraggy mountains by whidx it issurrounderi. 
On deseending to the. fertile borders of that 
river, they {eilowed ite mai^ tiU they eame to 
a splendid bridge Qf remote ori^, the arehes 
of whieh nre supported by two projectiaig 
roeks. The nmue of this bridge ia iamiliar to 
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every man^ who ha3 read that inimitable and 
entertaining noyel of Le Sage, *' The Adven- 
tu]?es of Gil Blas.^* ' It bears the name of 
PeaaAor, and is made the seeae of one of tbe 
I906t notable adventures of the hero of that 
work. When Sandoval eompared the seenery 
af the eouatry, with the idea he had fbrmed of 
it from the perusal of that book, he saw it was 
oom{detely erroneous, none e^ its wild and 
rough feature8 appearing in it, liiough, indeed, 
Le Sage does not profess to be a seene painter, 

Beyond this^bridge is the delightful valley of 
Grado^ the baek ground of whieh presents 
another frowning mountidn, bearing the name 
of tbe Presno, or ash-tree, probaUy from the 
abundanee of diese trees to be. found there. 
Here our travellers took leave of the proud 
Nalon, whidh had till then ^oUowed their steps, 
with rapid and murmuring eourse, and whieh 
oendtinues to fiow oti through the marshy val]ey 
ef Gandamo, where the Narzea and other moun* 
tsan streams bring to it the tribute of thdir 
owh wiater» in their way to tbe Oeean. 

M 2* 



Atthefootof the aboye-mentioned mountain; 
is another fertile dale, beyond whieh flows the 
liAipid Nar^ea, whose delightful borders have 
been sung by Don Eugenio del Riego, in a 
poem of eonsiderable merit, entitled " io^ Pas- 
tores del Narzea,^' eonsisting of eelogues in 
rarious metres, in whieh a happy medioerity, 
and the pleasures of a rural and retired life, are 
eul6gized, in aeeents not unworthy of his fa- 
Yourite poet, Lope de Vega. There is in this 
poem, as indeed in all the prodpetions of this 
excellent man, a istrain of deep moral feeling, 
adorned by poetieal images, full of animation, 
force, graee, and simplieity, whieh are conveyed 
in rieh, Aowing, and harmonious numbers. 
Some of the first literati of his time bestowed on 
this deserving poem their warmest eulogies, as 
well as on the modeSty of the author, who in 
his retirement resembled a brilliant among the 
roeks, sending radiant sparkles from its reeess, 
without the wish to deek a royal erown, or a 
eourtly syeophant. 

The valley above mentioned is ealled Cor- 
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nellana^ and has a town, in whieli there are still 
aome relies of the power former]y possessed by 
the Gounts of Miranda and Valdecarzanas. 
There is also a rieh monastery of Benedietines, 
whieh for more than two eenturies gave a sterile 
renown to. this distriet. It has now, however, 
higher elaims to immortality from the successful 
efforts made there to impede the progress of the 
French eagles, whieh were shamef^y defeated 
in several attempts they made to penetrale fur. 
ther into the eountry. 

On traversing the valljBy through whieh the 
Narzea flows, and whieh adjoins th^t of Cor- 
nellana, our party began to aseend a high 
mountain, oalled Espina. From this plaee till 
tliey reaehed the heights of Berbesha, they lost 
sight of that river, and with it the fertility it 
engenders. For two lei^ues and a half, barren 
and chillingmountains,whichunite themseIvesto 
'those that sep^rate Leon £rom Asturias, pres^t 
noUvingobject, save the wild boar, the woIf, or 
ihe bear, who with stealthy paee retired behind 
the preeipiees as they saw the party approaeh. 



-Ndther the plough, mit thehand t>f miBi 
yet broketi this yirgiii land; tbe heath, the 
gorse, and the algeta^ alone hoid an exd[usiye 
dominion here, though, now and then, an oak 
tree raises itd lofty head^ and seems to wat^ 
dver the wildemess. 

On deseending frotn the Bummit of the barrea 
and eleyated Berbesha, and pasak^ by awf ul 
preeipiees^ they left on one side tbe amall 
'hamlet ci Bevares built amoag roeks^ with huts 
whieh sebm as if about to slide down th^ p^* 
pendieular sides, and little gardens formed by 
the industrious inhabitants, with the earth they 
have seraped together from the reeesees and 
erevices of the mountains« Numerous palisades 
surround and support these terraoes^ whieh 
otherwW would roll down into the abyss below, 
on the iirst thaw of snow. Having desoended 
to the bottom of the mountain, the road beeame 
gradually more narrow^ tiU they inrived itt the 
verge of a terrific preeipiee, from whieh tbey 

* A sort of wild graio, eailed in Latin^ iiim» 
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beheld, at an immense depth beneath their feet, 
a Edght whieh made them at onee forget all the 
fatigues of their joumey. 

It waaa delightful and ridi valley in the shape 

of a basket, * endosed by two lofty n^untaios^ 

the one to the south, ealled Fashemia, forming 

part .of a ehain, whieh extends as far as Leon, and 

the other to the north^ ealled Cruz de Galdera, at 

whose base flows the proud Nar^ea, whose waters 

are there swelled by two orystal streams eoming 

from o{^site direedons, and haTing th&r souree 

in the higfa mountmns, from whieh they gHde 

gently through the yalley, and unite at the foot 

of the Pashemia. From this point spreads a 

beautiful plain, two miles in length, terminating 

in a narrow ravine, whieh the torrents o{ the 

mountains have gradually furrowed. Towards 

the eenU^ of this valley is the village of Tufia, 

* This vsJlay is appropriatdy ealled by the inbabltantt 
Tum, inrhieh means a loa^ and deep baaket, or pannier» 
made of splinters of wood, of whieh they make use to hold 
and preserve their eoni» and whieh is generally kept in 
tbeir houBes» 
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whose neatly built housies, among whieh thime 
are a few exteDsive iDansions belonging to the 
gentry of the plaee, are all surrounded by beaii* 
tiful gardens. A fine ehureh of exoelIent arehi- 
t.ecture rises in the middle of it, and is shaded 
<Hi every side by walnut trees. The southem 
acclivities of the mountains are covered from 
their foot to their suiomit with the luxuriant 
^ine, the northern with pietures^ue plantations 
of difiPerent trees, whos^ leaves present a riek 
yariety of eolours ; and when in the cheerful day s 
of April and of May, Plora spreads her varie- 
gated mantle around, the whole vaUey sbine^ 
with a thousand dilPerent odpriferous flowers> 
whose brillianey of hue gives it the semblanoe 
of enamel. 

. In this delightful and romantie dale, then, the> 
immortal Biego drew the iSrst breathof life. Thi& 
was his eradle, and in it is stiU to be seen the 
e3Ltenfiive and magnificent family mansion*of the 
Riego^s Nunez, seated on thebauks of the river, 
and a little below the stony bridge by whieh it 
is erossed. From it haye issued mm, who^ 
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rtihough they did not shine in the highesl po0t 
of aeorruptoourt, have distinguished themselTes 
by tbe U8eful seryiees they haye rendered to their 
eoimtry, ^hile others haye left to th&t deseehd- 
antse^amples of high-mindedness, reetitude, and 
beneyolenee to imitate. They, howieyer, eould 
boast of their aneestry, were it in the power of 
dignities and high rank to confer yirtue on their 
progeny. In the time of Philip the Fifth, the 
tiiirdgrandfather pf the Asturian hero was Go- 
yernor of Oyiedo, and military Gommander of 
Asturias; anotherof his aneestors, DonNieholas 
Jos^ de Nuriez, was Ayditor de la Saera Sota. * 
Seye^al otber Riegos seryed with honour both in 
the eareer of arms and of letters ; and were we 
f urther inelined to traee the gen^ogy of this ia- 
mily, itis eertain, materials would not be wanting 
toestablish their iliustriouslineage beyond eyery' 
human doubt. But, in our opinion, we haye 

* One of the twelve prelates who eompose tbe Rota at 
Kome, — a Court whieh enquires into and deeides appealt 
in eeelesiastieal eauses, irom erery kingdom where the 
^ooutn Gatbolie [ehgion is proTessed. 

M 8 
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already dwelt too loing on the noble otigta of a 
man, whose valon>UB deeds, anient love of liis 
ooantry) and tra^e death> tirould be of theHl- 
telves sufficient to ennoble a plebeian. In dc»ng 
tbis, however, we had the double object ; Arst, of 
exposing the malignant impostures of his saiigui- 
iiary executioners, who eaused him to be dmgged 
in a hurdle to the sea^Told, to render his execu- 
tion more degrading, under the plea that he was 
of plebeian birth ; and, seeondly, of showing that 
all those who, from 1812, have manifested tbe 
greatest eagerness f or a politieal reform belonged 
to that privi}eged elass, whose members, had they 
eonsulted their personal interests alone, would 
have been the most zealous advocates of a {orm 
of goveniment, whose leaders are ineessantly 
labouring to seeure and enlarge thdr feudal 
privileges, aud bring things baek to that sta€e 
in whieh they were in the dark ages. This un- 
deniable fact, whieh confers so mueh honour on 
that patriotie and virtuous elass, is of itself 
sufficient to explain why the Spanish revolution 
differed so widely from the Freneh. Men who 
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ht^e property aiid a Bame 1» lose, wiU not 
disgraoe their aetions by atroeious exces6es ; it 
is only spoilers and assassins who wish and seek 
fQr anarehy~who ereet their thrones on the 
bleedipg bodies of yirtuous citizens. This is 
the reason why Biego vas earried to the eeaWM, 
and henee Spaiti is now reeking with the blood 
of victims, as Fmnce was in the days of 
tmror. 

JBut to proeeed with our party. Having stood 
awhile eontemplating, from the top of the preei- 
piee, the beauties of the valley beneath, they 
hastened through a difficult and windingpath to 
reaeh the bridge, and Ieaving the oLl family 
mansion behind, proeeeded to the village, where 
Don Nieolas del Riego, an elder brother of Don 
Eugenio, usual readed. As the chief objec,t 
of Don Rafael's joumey to the plaee of his birth, 
was to pay this unele a yisit befoce his intended 
departure for Madrid ; and as, moreover, he had 
seen nothing of the old gentleman sinee his 
seeond departure from Asturias, whieh bappened 
at the beginning of the war with Napoleon, when 
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diosen by Genesal Acevedo for iiis aid^^de-caiiifv 
he marehed with the army of Astiiria& and Ga--' 
lieia to Guipuzcoa, to fight forthe independenee 
of his eountTy, he was very aBxious to embraoe 
his relative. 

Don Nieolas del Riego diflfered in eharaeter 
from his brother'Don Eugenio inasmueh as tiie 
latter was of a oontemplative tum of mind, and re* 
tired habits of life, and the former, having always- 
pui*sued a more activecourse, and gaily mingled 
in the pleasures of the world, without, howevery 
having entered into its dissipations, was of a 
eheerfu], eontented disposition, kind-hearted and 
convivial, with sufficient lenowledge of sodety to 
laugh at its follies, though somewhat prone to 
indulge in its pleasures. He had, however, ar- 
rived at a good pld age, was highly respeeted 
by his eountrymen, to whom he had been useful 
in more than one way, partieularly in what 
related to rural eeonomy, upon whieh he had 
written some valuable traets, and was now gliding 
amoothly to the grave, earrying with him the 
eonsoling reflection of having done some good 
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^riog his traasit through life, and nb inju{y:to 
«ny of his fellow ereatures. 

When our party reaehed his house, they 
iboiid him eoniined to his room by indispositiony 
and lying on a sopha. The room being balf 
darkened by its drawn eurtains, the good old 
man^s faee was overcast by a dubious light ; but 
when he sat yp to receive his guests, and the 
s^rvant drew the eurtains baek, his good-natured 
oountenanee shone with an expression of half 
suppressed pleasure. — *^ Hold, hold,*' said he to 
Don Rafael, who Was hastening with his open 
arms to embraee him, " you are not worthy of 
an embraee from me. You and your eompanions 
in arms haye driven liberty from our land. You 
have brought on our heads ruin and misery, I 
will never forgive you." 

A tear triekled down his eheek as he smd this ; 
buthe added^ throwing open his arms, — "yet I 
must not forget you are my nephew. Let me 
embraee you »once more before I die. 'Tis not 
right I should leave this world in anger with 
any human being ; but promise,^ said he, as he 



Sn SANDOTAI.; OB, 

held him tight in his ams, ^* to de your best to 
recover what you ha^e thrown away, aad do 
justice to the eountry that supports you. Let 
me at least earry to my graye the eoosolatioii of 
k&owiug you will do your duty.^ 

Don Rafael eould haidly suppress the tears 
that rushed to his eyes at these words, and 
))ledged his faith that no effiHt of bis dioukL be 
wanting to assist in re-estaUishing a more 
rational system of govemnient ; — ^* but,^ he 
added, ^^ dear unele, you are uausually seyere 
witk me. What eould a single arm do, when 
after a painful captivity, during whieh my only 
Bolaoe was the idea that my fellow seddiers were 
Sghting for £reedom as well as indq)endence, I 
sueeeeded in breaking the fetters * that kept me 

* lUego was madea prisoner under eireamslaiioGS whieh 
ledound mueh to his eredit. We have ahready hinted that he 
was at the beginnlngof the war with Napoleon, ehosen by 
Acevedd for his aid-de-camp. Shortly aiter their arrival at 
Ouipoaeoa, tlie Preneh advanced with a nnmeroos mtqf 
towards the Ebro, and aiter various engagements, in whieh 
Acevedo'8 division maintained the honour of the Asturias» 
that General was severely wounded at tbe bottle df 



from my ootmtry, and hastening beidk thiough 
innumerahle perils, on my arrival I found the 

Espinosa, where he also lost his sight General Blake» 
uneonseious that a division of 'the enemy had alread^i^ 
advanced as &r as Burgos, direeted that he shouMl 
l^ taken to Aguilar de Campo, there to be eured of his 
wounds. Plaeed on a waggon, drawn by oxen, and 
eseorted hy a small pStrty of cavalry, and some of his 
aid«de-camps, among whom was Riego, they eommeneed 
their mareh. On the fol1owmg morningy as the party 
were deseending the bill of Quintanillas, whieh is about 
three leagues distant from Espinosa, they discovered a 
{larty of Fresch dragoons rapidly advancing upon them. 
Riego, who obsenred that the enemy*s party was not 
superior in numbers to theirs, ealled upon his eomrades to 
halt, and defend their General. His eager exhortations 
awoke Acevedo from the mortal lethaigy in whieh he had 
been sunk during their joumey. The unfortunate General 
raised his drooping head, and stretehing out his hand, 
whieh Riego elasped in his, ealled upon his soldiers in a 
dying voice^ and as if foreseeing the barbarous death that 
awaited him, to do their duty • A panie, however, setsed 
the soldiers, and his other aid-de*camps, and both tbe poor 
blind General and Riego were .^bandoned by them all. 
Tears of shame and rage Aowed frdm Riego^s eyes, while 
he stood motionless gazing on his General; but the 
dragoonswere adyaneing, and there was no time toloae, 
He^with his usual presenoe of mind, aligbted hrom the 
'hoirse he rode, and aasisted Acevjedo to mount it, after 
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¥fhcAe system of liberty undenmtied^aiid my 
fonde8t hopes and expectations defeated ? Does 

whieh, giyiog tbe bridle of the horae to the boy who eon- 
dueted the oxeD, he ordered him to get into the wood 
whieh spread along the road side. The boy obeyed his 
orders quickly, and they were soon out of sight Mean- 
time some of the Preneh dragoons rode down at fuU gallop 
upon the braye Riego, whose sword they demanded» 
enquiring, at the same time, whieh way the General had 
eseaped, Riego gave up his swoid» but refused to answer 
their ^uestions, Two horsemen then seeuied him, and 
the rest entered the wood ; but his anxiety for his beIoved 
General made hiro forget his own miserable situation. 
What must his horror have been, howeyer, when shortly 
after he beheld two of the dragoons bringing by the bridle 
his own horse with the sash of his murdered General 
soaked in blood, and fastened to the tail of the steed ! 
Gondueted to Pranee, the geneTous Riego lost his liberty^ 
and Spaiu his serWees. There he pined away for five 
years, till at last he'made the bold attempt to eseape 
frqm his depot, at Ghalons sur Sadne, and join the allied 
arinies, who were then upon the Rbine. In this he sue- 
eeeded, notwithstandin? the vigilance of the French 
poliee, and the obstaeles that an enemy^s eountry ofiered. 
Having traversed the mountains of Switzerland, and 
reaehed.the borders of theRhineyhe embarked atHolland 
for £ng?and, where he remained at Plymouth sonw 
months, organizing a baltalion of prisoners, who^ lik€ 
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tfot your i'eproaeh then apply bettei* to your» 
aelves, who saw our enemies openly labouring to 
overtum our free institutions, withoutmakingan 
effort to impede their maebinations ?^^ 

" True, my dear Rafael, we are aU to blame/* 
said the good-natured pld man, kii^dly pressing 
his hand inhis: ^* you haye done yourduly, and 
I am perfectly satisfied you would have done 
something more, had you been present; but 
sinee events have been otherwise disposed, re^ 
member there are other deeds to be aeeomplished, 
•— remember we have lost all whieh renders life 
yaluaUe, and that it must be recovered.'^ 

Sueh were the words uttered by this venerable 
man, on the above oeeasion, and sueh the reeep- 
tion he gave his nephew. Little did he think 
that a.day would eome when Don Rafael would 
aeeomplish Hterally what he now enforced ; but 
human events are wisely veiled from mortal 

himseUy had sueeeeded in etcapiDg« and whose eommand 
he received from the gOYerament of this ebuntry, and (hen 
lailed for Spam, whieh he reaehed soon after Perdinand*» 
reton.. 
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dse theinhuman death with whieh Biego's 
palriotie efforts were alterwards rewarded hy 
the united tyrants of tbe Gontineiit, would ha¥e 
outweighed in the mind of Don Nioedas the 
pleaidng reAeetion^ that ProTidenee had resenred 
for his nephew the glory of being the first to 
raiae the shout whieh thrilled with joy the hemt 
of eyery Spaniard. 

After this short conversation, Don Nioolaa 
wekomed Sandoval to his bouse, and prevailed 
on the party to ranain a few days under his zoaf 
belbre they proeeeded to Don Eugenio'^s house,- 
whieh was in the same valley, at a short-distanu 
from the village. 

The pleasures enjo^ed by our hero, while he 
remained under the roof of this excellent and 
hospitable family » are of a nature whieh may not ' 
bedeseribed; sueh, doubtless, b^ng the eharms 
of a life spent amidst rural seenes, and ii;! tbe 
soeiety of people, whose innoeenee of mind and 
estreme simplieity of manners, seemed bent only 
in rendering every instant of their lives one of 
bappiness and tranquillity. 



TRK Fll££MASOK. 85$ 

The iiihabitants> ot the yalley at Tufia, most 
of them hoaest husbandmen, though eertainly 
not wealthy are by no means needy, tbanks to 
their own iadustry and eoonomy. Their habi- 
tations, therefore, though humble, are eleanly, 
and present an agreeable exterior ; eaeh having 
a small garden adjaimng it, i«ith orehards and 
alleys of trees extending to the water side, and 
forming pleasant promenades. As the houses 
in whieh they dwelk are either inherited by them 
&Qm their aneestors, or purehased in freehold 
ireHii the produee of their eeonomy, whieh they 
' have been ableto eolleetat Madrid, (where they 
usually repair in their youth to senne during a 
few years, for the purpose of proeuring them- 
aelyes a moderate eompeteney for the rest of theit 
days,) they are not under any apprehensio», 
«ither for themselves or their ehildren, af being 
driv^ away f rom thdr little estate by the eapriee 
or covetousness of some large proprietor ; eoi»- 
sequently they endeavour to improve it as mueh 
as lies in their power. Henee the remarkable 
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diiPereiiee wbieh is obseryed between their neal 
habitations and the wretehed hoYels whieh are 
seen in the mountains of Gastile and Galieia^ 
where the unhappy labourer hardly finds shelter 
against the indemeney of the seasous. 

Among the humble dwellings that are seattered 
about the valley,of Tuna, there are a few more 
eapadous, high-roo^ed, and stonebuilt, whoae 
eseuteheons rudely eut over the prineipal door 
dearly show that thdr inhabitants belong to the 
dass of Se^ores. In justice, however, to tbe 
nobles of Asturias, we ought to remark here, that 
the name among them does not, as in most of 
the other provinces in Spain, mean a proud idler. 
The Asturian nobles do not owe the eon^deration 
whidi they enjoy among their ooimtrymen^ 
either to ill-gotten liehes» or tq burthensome 
privileges, but purely to their own virtues. 
HavingonIy just wherewithal to Iive respeetably 
in the plaee of their birth, and obliged in eonse- 
quence to hold a eonstant intereourse with their 
neighbours, they are strangers to that aristoeratie 
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pride whieh wealth engenders, by the distanee 
whieh those who possess it generally 'observe 
* towards their less aiBuent neighbours. 

But there is another eireumstanee whieh eon- 
tributes powerfully to soften in that province 
the pride of birth ; namely, that there is hardly 
an individual, however humble, who does not 
lay elaim to remote aneestry and illustrious 
blood; thus oompelling those who are ealled 
Senores to make use of some other means to 
distinguish thenaselves fromthe multitude, than 
by a vain boast of their long pedigree. Heriee 
we see them exercising with pleasure the mu- 
nieipal duties, reeoinmendihg themseWes to 
their fellow 'citizens by their kindness and 
benevolence, and aspiring to the title of Pa- 
triarehs, instead ot that of Bashaws. 

As we have already observed, the life whieh 
our hero led in the eompany of sueh men as 
are here deseribed, was one of happiness and 
tranquillity, so long, however, as his mind was 
oeeupied only with the objects that surroui^ded 
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him ; but when it wandered to those he hiMl 
l^ in his native town, he stood in need of ilU 
his fortitude, to bear padently the weight <^ his 
Bsis^ortunes. During iseveral months whieh he 
had now spent at Tufia, for reasons whieh we 
exphiin below, he had received no news from 
Logroao respeeting his Gabriela^ that eould 
sooth the grief whidi his heart fek oii he# 
aoeount All fae had leamed was, that she'eoii- 
tinued in the eouTent, so dosely watehed aad 
beset by the nuns, ihat all the efforts 6f 
Anselmo, to whom our hero had entrusted the 
matter, had been unaTailing to dbtain a piirate 
interview with her, even in the loeutory. As 
to the monk and his nephew, it was evident 
their ob]ect had now been aeeompMshed, sinee the 
latter had been dnly adopted as a son by 
Gabriela^s parents, and was fiving with them as 
sueh, squanderitig away their }H*operty in eon- 
junction with his unele. Not so Permin, whose 
eonduet, partieularly sinee his promotion to 
the higher post of eommander of die pr6vince, 
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was a model of honour and integrity ; but wbo, 
unfortunately, eoutinued as blind a bigot and 
a^ great a dupe to the nKmk as ever. 

SandoYal's departure for Galieia, (where, ao 
eording' to the eomDiunieatioiis he bad reeeiv)ed 
fi*om his friend Anselmo, there were sdll 
suffident elements to bring about a revoluCion,) 
bad been deiayed prineipidly by the retum of 
Napoleon from £lba. This eireumstanee also 
had oWged the patriots of Galieia to suspend 
their labours, u^til the fate of the Emperor was 
decided,.a&it was likely that theultimate resuItB 
of his expedition might have eonsideraMe effiset 
on the poliey whidi the ruling factioii -would be 
eompelled to adopt. The battle of Waterloo, 
and the wa^eriii^ aod eontemptible eharaeter of 
the French people, who would support their 
great hero<»ily ao longas he.was 8uece8Bful,.8i!on 
oonvinced the palriots, that they must aet indo* 
peadeat of dreuiBstanees, and trust emly to 
tlieir own ettbrts and resourees. Con6equentIy 
they now reoommeneied tbeir labours with iresh 
wigour, «nd tunied their eyes to the heroie 
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Porlier as a chief worthy of direeting their tiew 
enterprise. This General was at that -moment 
confined in the Gastle bf San Anton, ha^ing 
been eondemned by Eerdinand to f6ur years 
imprisonment in that fortress^ for having served 
his eountry faithfully during the late struggle, 
and eontributed to that despot's restoration to 
the throne; but the patriots of Galieia, by 
means of their masonie friends at Madrid, 
obtained permiaeion from the government for 
Porlier to visit a small watering plaee ealled 
Artejo, whieh is a few miles from CoruSa, for 
the benefit of his health, whieh had suffered 
eonsiderably both from his toils in the field, and 
his severe confinement. 

This news raised a little the spmts of our 
hero, who determined, without loss of time, to 
proeeed to Galieia, in order to assist in rais- 
ing the standard of the Gonstitution, and pro- 
eliuming the rights of the nation. Having 
formed this resolution, he imparted it to his 
venerable friend Don Eugenio, who eneouraged 
him in his design, and then tobk an afFectioiiate 
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leaye both of him and of his brother Don 
Nieholas, Don Bafael haying left them to join 
liis regiment' some mo^ths preyious to this 
period. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



To hone I to horie I he qaits, for em qiilti 

▲ •eene'of peaoe, thoagh aoothing to hto eoal. 
• • • • • • 

Onirard he Alea, nor fiz*d as yet the goal 

Where l^e shall rest him on bis pilgrimage ; 

And o'er him many ebanging eeenes mast roU 

Bre toil his thirst for traTol ean aMuage, 

Or he shall ealm his breast, or learn experience eage. 

CMid€ Harokr* Pilgrimag*. 



OuE hero, having now left behind the mansion 
of this kind and hospitable faniily, direeted his 
eourse towards the enehanting strands of the 
Asturian Oeean. As he adyaneed on his jour- 
ney^ aeeompanied by his servant, his spirits 
beeame more e^uberant^ and the dreams with 
whieh his imagination was always filled more and 



more wild and improbable) tlie glorious ^»012111^ 
tions of those romantie mountains^ oontribi^ti^ 
in no small measure to produoe an extraordinai*j 
degree of excitement **Perhaps on this Yery 
spot on whieh I now stand^" thought he, ^* the 
yaliant Pelayo onee wayed the Christian banner, 
and ealled around him that knot of heroe^ who: 
droye the inyading Infidels to qne exta:emity 4f 
Spain. Perhaps these same roc)cs Mye iwnie 
than onee eehoed to hb yoiee, as with his eo^ 
panions he inyoked the blessing of God upw 
their glorious undertaking. — Here, Boque! dp 
you see that massy bank oyerhung by a prpjeo^ 
ing roek in the shape of a stell ?" 

^' I do, Sir,^ said his servant 

^* Who knows but Don Pelayo onoe si^t there 
to meditate.on his oountry's deUyeranoe?" 

" Ay, true enough, who knows ? 3ut whaj 
would you say to our going to sit there too, to 
dlseneumber my bags of some of the good things 
with whieh our friends of Tuoa haye orammed 
them, and see what they are made of ?'^ said 
Roque. ^^ You know it would ^isngthen wit 

N 2 
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siomaehs, and giye us greater eourage to perfonn 
the exploits whieh may fali to our share, and the 
danee on the tight rope with whieh most likely 
they will be erowned." 

** Is your soul bent solely on eating you un- 
thinking brute ?^ said his master. 

'^ A brute, as mueh as you please,** retumed 
Roque, **• but unthinking, I defy you. For I 
would ask, who thinks more and bet|ter, the man 
who dreams of things that are for eyer gone, or 
he who foresees and proyides for future eontin- 
geneies ? — ^he who rushes with an empty stomaeh 
into a wildemess, or he who first prepares hiraself 
by a good morsel or so ^*^ 

If Roque's reasoning had no inAuenee with 
his master i^ indudng him to go and sit down 
beneath the projecting roek, the idea of reposing 
awhile in the yery spot where perhaps Pdayo 
had (Hiee meditated his oountry^s deUyeranee was 
too Aattering to be resisted; aeeordingly, he 
took his plaee on the bank, and while Iloque 
employed himself in a manner more to the 
purpose, Sandoyal oontinued reealling Pelayo's 
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glm^ies, and weaving imaginary laurds fbr his own 
brows; afterwhichthey bothroseandproeeeded 

on their journey. 

As they approaehed the sea, the high moun- 

tains that are found in eyery part>of the Asturias 

beeame gradually less elevated, their successive. 

summits, , when seen from one of the highest, 

oiTering to the eye a sueeession of steps, tbe last 

of whieh terminated on the verge of the sea by 

a gentle deseent^ though sometimes their al^'upt 

sides presented a kind of parapet bounding the 

rieh valleys beneath, whieh skirt the eoast in 

many plaees. These valleys, being open to the 

invading waves» are frequently inundated by 

them, aud present a variety of wide eanals some 

of whieh extend twp and ihree leagues, and are 

either dried up or filled with water, aeeording 

to the state of the tide. At the furthest extremi* 

ty of the land are seen numberless coves, near 

^hieh rise an infinity of hamlets, (some endrely 

agrieultural, and others exclufiively devoted to 

trade) from whieh the various produetions Qf 

the land are exported in great qxiantities to the 
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lieighbouring pirovinces. The sea, hd^erer, 
dbes not ereiy where find free dbdess ter thes^ 
yalties ; for in many they are repulsed by high 
and steep roieks, whose tops are erowned hj a 
multitude of tarieg£it^d plants, imd in whbse 
fissures ate ibuild a yast number of sheU'-fisb, 
^lypi, and zo6phites. La Gasea, th^ eelebra^ed 
botanist, discovered in tnose rents more than 
saxty difierent Idnds of zo6pbites,' of whieh the 
natiyes make! use to manure their latids when 
they haye dried them iii their yards. A!oBg 
ihis eoast are 's^n also a gt'^at nuihber of isletts, 
whieh add to the p(icturesque eflfect of the seette^ 
and appeat td fdrm a litie of eetitries along the 
shore. Among the shrubs \^tb whleh they are 
eoyered, thousands of singiiig birds fiiid im dsy- 
lom agaihst the net aud gun of the spoi:^^itiaD> 
and here they chiq) away their Ilttle Iives in 
seeuriiy and peaee. 

These yalleys our trayellers Jeft to the rigtity 
as they pursued their way towatds Gali^Sa,' 
through the romantie paths wilh whieh thfe As- 
iiirian mountains are einbellisbed, ahd whi^ 
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CKdiltinM through that proviiice aH £ur aaBelimisos. 
Beyo&d ddd town the eountiy presents an aspeet 
lessnHld and sublime; but it is stili sufficieiit]y 
diYer^Sednowbybills erownedwith ebesnutplan- 
tsiionSyTineyards, andorehards^ and noW by dales 
tkeming with eveiry produetion of a fertile sm)^ 
md a mild imd temperate elimate, whieh render 
the road hig^y agreeable. The numerous fanxf8 
embo)9omed among elusters or fruit trees of every 
kind, and surrounded by well cultivated gardens, 
ih whieh the robust peasantry, both male and 
fbmale, are perpetually working, render the 
seene fuU of life and animation. It is chiefly 
the sturdy GaHeian woman, however, who is 
seen in the most distant fields employed in rural 
labours, desisthig only now and then to suokle' 
her little babe, who is lying meanlime under the 
sbade of a tree, inhaling the iresh air, kieking \ip 
its little legs in the sunshine, and roUing about 
the ground. It is not at all improbable that the 
Galieians owe the great'^strength bf frame, for 
whieh they are so noted, to this hardy manner of 
learing. de this as it may, It is eertain they 
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aie in general a tall and well maiie raoe <^ mea^H 
whoae e xtra ar din ary strength (we do nbt hesitate'; 
in asserdng) surpasses that of any people in. 
Europe. 

OuT hefo was now fast ap|»oacbing the spot 
whieh the valiant Porlier had he&a permitted^ 
to Yisit foi' the benefit of his healtb, and where^. 
as Sandoval had been ii^ormed, be was at that^ 
moment residing. The road that led to tbe 
hamlet was here and there shaded bj apple 
tree6> loaded' with fruit, whieh beeame more 
thiekly pknted as the trayellers pipeeeded. 
At last the)r entered a valley> suirounded by. 
two lolty hillsy in the middle of whieh is the-. 
smail wateiing-plaee ealled Artejo, xx>n»sling, 
af a few huts and three or four large mansions, 
belonging to the gentry of the plaoe. To one 
of Aese Sandoval direeted his steps, his heari 
throbbing at the near prospeet af an mterview 
with the hero of the Asturias, and the future 
liberator of his eountry. His expectations,how^ 
eyer, were disappointed ; f pr the G^eral had. 
left'that plaoe only the day beibre^ for a farm^ 
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belonging toDon Andres Rojo, ina village ealled 
Pastoriza, elose to the searside, whitber our hero 
immediately proeeeded. The distanee being 
Tery triAing, he reaehed this viilage shortly 
^fter, and went to Don Andres^s house, whieh 
was guarded by a «entinel, who so far irom' 
making any difHcuIty about admitting him and 
his servant, eailed a eomrade of hi^ that he 
might show Sandoval the Gkneral's apartment, 
whieh was on the ground floor at ene of the 
extremities of the house; * . . 

At the moment our hero entered, Porlier 
was engaged in familiar conversation with his 
lady, and a short gentleman, the landlord and 
friend of the General, a merehant of La Goruna, 
who had embapked his whole fortune in. the 
meditated enterprijze. The appearanee of Por^ 
lier bore ample testimony to the sulPerings- he 

had endured, both from his exertions in the 

« 

field, and from subsequent confinement ; but 
his spirits, of whieh he always possessed a great 
flow, were unimpaired either by ill-health, or 

N 8 
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Hbe tinju8t and bairbarous treatment he had Biet 
at Ferdxnand'dhands. 

The General having read thle lettier of mtn>- 
duetion whieh Saiidoyal had brought {or bi&i, 
iroge, and weleomed him aSeetionately. — " Your 
name/* added he, ^* is ftot altogetker Unknown to 
ine. I 'hay^ heard of your exertionsy when you 
were wiA the* army oh the Irontiers. That 
was the most favourable moment that eyei' 
presented itsel^^ for asserting the justice of our 
eause ; and would to Ood, those Generals who 
had sueh men with them, had done their duty 
IU8 well as our gallant General Laey did his ! 
But we must ndt despair; the spirit of the 
people bf this |)royince is highly fayourable to our 
plans, and ere many days are oyer, the whole 
of it will be Up in arms to elaim their rights, 
and eompel l?erdiniand to shew the gratitude be 
owes to the people.^ 

He then gave him an aeeount of the state of 
things among their friends, informing him thiit 
the chiefs of the regiikients of Santiago, Lugo, 
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Mondoitedo, and Marines, had already agteed 
(b aet in eoneert, and oebupy the posts whieh 
were to plaee him in possession <^ La GortiKa 
and Eerrol; that Doti Jose Maria Peon, the 
i^aKant Golbnel who eonmianded the regiment 
' of Mondonedo, and wh6se energetie eharaeter 
and ardent Keal for the patriotie eatise, were of 
dremselyes ahnbstsuffieient toensure it^ suee^ss, 
was to mareh with his regiment frbm Ferrol tx> 
Santiago, in whieh dty there were elem^nts io 
form the reyolution, ai^ eheek anyeffort9 to 
arrest its progress that might be attempted by 
the elergy, who had a great inAuende thei^ ; 
and lastly, he eongr^tulated JSandayal upon Ta&' 
limely arriyal at Pastoma, as it had - beeh 
itettled that he should enter Corufia on that 
yery night at ten o^loek, whieh was the reason 
of his remoyal hither. 

The joy manifested by Sandoyal at thid'goed 
news, exceeded any he had eyer before felt E ven 
Madame Porlier eould not help smiling at the 
feryour of his enthusiam; whieh showed itself 
in a most extrayagant manner. When the iirst 
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harst of ^ultatian was oyer,^ he- sat dbwngtgaitf 
to bbnyerse f urther on the 8ub}ect in a mpre* 
oomposed manner, though how and then, he- 
would give further indieations of the eestaey^ 
with whieh he o(mtemjdatQd th^ piospeet before- 
them. 

At length the son sunk beneath the waves 
of die oeean, and night and darkness eame 
gradually on, when everything for the exje^. 
eution of their plan being ready, Porli^, 4iv 
eompiinied by Sandoval, and Gaptain Casta5edck 
with his sraall esoort, proeeeded towards the 
town-gate of Madrid in Goruna, whieh they 
reaehed at the appointed hour. Here a nu-, 
merous party of. oSeers and iSneDds wdoomed 
their leader, and eondueted him to the barraeks» 
where the troops were quarteped with some af the 
officers. He addressed the officers and soldieis 
separately, dedared that no injury was intinided 
towards the.person of thor Bay&r&ga; and 
^xplained the motives wlneh hadindueed him to 
eome forward; exhorting them, , moreoyer, to. 
6bservfr the strietest moderatipn and diddplioe ;. 
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and 'ooneluding his harangiie by infonning 
them that the plan of their rinng, far frbm being 
isolated, had a thousand ramifications in eyery 
pi^ceofti,eldngdom. 

These addresses, energetieally delivered by 
the General, produeed a great sensation among 
beth ofBcers and soldiers, who, however, were 
prevented from |^ving yent to their enthusiasm 
by the partieular desire of their eommander, 
wha afterwards direeted a few rounds of ball*. 
eartri^es to be distributed among the troops^ 
and requested that two small parties should 
proeeed ' to the arrest of the Gorregidor, and 
the eolonel of the reg^ment 1>f Military Com- 
manderies ;- while he himsel^ went with a eompany 
of soldiers and some officers to the Paiaee of 
the Gaptain General, to put him under arrest. 
The latter had already withdrawn to rest, and 
Porlier entered the palaee without meeting any 
obstade.. He now eommanded one of the offi- 
oa^ who aeeompanied him to go tx> the Gaptain 
Generars sleeping apartment, and with all pos- 
able respeet to request him to dress himself. 
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dtiel give up his sword in the name 6i Hm 
ttatieo), while he himse)f would wait hia^ retam 
in ainother room, ready to give his enodumge- 
ment, or his orders. On entering the room ia 
whieh the Captain General was sleeping, the 
officer awoke him, and delivered his message 
With all the politeness he had been ord^ed tr> 
use. "Who arrests me?'" enquired the Cap- 
tain General ; ^' are you not aware that I hold 
my post by the king's nomination, and that it 
is only at sight of a warrant signed by^ his 
majesty's own hand that I ean give up my 
baton.^ But, I suspeet €reneral Porlier is at 
the bottom of this.^ 

The officer again repeated the orders he had 
received, assuring l^im he had nothing to fear, 
for their object was not the gratiiieation of pri- 
vate vengeance, but rather to see justice doa» 
to the naUon. Upon this assuranee he got up, 
and was eondueted, together with the two other 
prisoners, to the Castle of San Antoii. 

This neeessary preliminary step being hap- 
pily aeeomplished, the rest of the night was 
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passed by Porlier and his i^ends in eoneerting 
those measures whiehwere to insUre the suoees^ 
of thar ente^prise. An offica: was sent to 
Perrol with ordars that similar arrests should 
be made there, and men of liberal {>rinciples be 
provisional]y nominated io the offices they made 
vacant ; after whieh, the troops who g;arrisohed 
that port were to eome to Coruna; another 
eommission was sent to the post office to e%A^ 
mine the pacquets that might be sent by the 
^rvile party to other eities ; orders were issued 
to set ftt liberty all persons aeeused of politieal 
oSeoeeB, and an embargo laid on all ves8eb 

I 

then in port. *A proelamatioU for the troops, 
toid a Manifesto* to the naUon were ordered tb 
be printed ; in a word, every measure required 
by eireumstanees was quickly resolved upoil 
and adopted. 

■ 

* These doeuments are too well known in this eountry 
to rBqilire any itirtiier mention of them. The latter, how« 
e^er, was a inatterpieee of reasoning aod eloquence. It 
was written, as we haye been informed on good authority, 
by Gount Torenb, who sent it over from Paris, where he 
iras then a refugee. 
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These mani&ld oeeupatioiis employed tlie 
G^eral and his iriends till seven or dght in 
the moming ; but so great had been the tranr 
quillity that prevuled all night, that even 
8everal of thoee wh6 were in the plot, but who 
were unaoquainted with the hour of its execu- 
tion, knew nothing of what had happened till 
that time. Their joy, however, was not les- 
sened by the admirable manner with whieh 
things had been managed. It oiTered also a 
wonderful eontrast to the horror and dismay 
manifested by the king's partisans, who finding 
in the moniing the total ehange that had taken 
plaoe during the night, stared at eaeh other 
with a ludierous astonishment, mingled with 
affright, whieh seemed to intimate a suspieion 
that it must have been brought about by magie, 
or the devirs ageney. 

'At ten o'doek, Gaptain Ca8taneda, in com« 
{dianee with orders issued by the Greneral, pro- 
daimed the Gonstitution of 181 S throughout 
Goruna, at the head of some eompanies, or as 
the Spanish erpression is> por bando mUUar^ 
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ivith drum and fife. • A multitude of people, 
preeeded by baods of musie playuig patriotie 
airs, surrounded the troapa and marehed in the 
rear shouting viv(M to the Gonstitution, to the 
eonstitutional king, and to their yaliant chief. 
That these liyely demonstrations of joy on the 
respeetable part of the inhabitants were sineere, 
we have every. reason to believe ; but that the 
eaprieious elass, usually denominated the rabUe, 
felt an equal pleasure at this new ehange, we 
must be allowed to doubt; though, as it in- 
yariably happens, they were the most obstre- 
perous in their vociferations bi triumph. Our 
sanguine hero, however, who foIIowed the mili- 
tary for the purpose of obseiring the spiritof 
the people, and partieipating in their delight, 
was too mueh blinded by his own enthusiasm to 
stop to make any distinetion between the joy 
whieh was real and that whieh was feigned. He 
was sineere, and tI^erefore all who eried viva 
appeared so to him, although Ro^ue, who was 
also among the erowd, stepped out towards him 
and whispered, ^' My master, there is some sub^ 



^ 



j^t of eongratulation for you in adl this, bot I 
f6ar the noise is greater than the nuts.^ 

" You bird (rf 111 omen ^^ said his master, 
" think you that all here are as oold-hearted as 
yourself ? See you not those rapturous looke^ 
reflecting the delight whieh agitates the hearl 
within? Hear you not those eestisttie shoutAy 
ihe eehoes only of those that swell the bosom ?*^ 

^^Those looks and those shoutB I see anfd 
hear as 'well as you do,** said R()que ; ** but I 
have seen and heard others for whieh you ha^e 
neither eyes nor ears, and whieh mdke tae 
think that the tail bt the beast is not yet 
Aayed.''* 

" There goes the tail, then,^ said Sandoyal» 
observing the members of the Griminal Tri- 
' bunal, those of ihe munieipality, and the rest 
of the authorities, with spme of the heads dP 
ifeligious eommunities walking towards the Pa- 
laee of th^ General, where, they h^ been sum* 

• Aunfalta el rabo por desoUar^ A Spanish proverb, 
said when there is still the prineipal difficulty to overtJoifte 
ia an a^ir« 
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Bioiied to take their onth to t]b6 GoBstitution, 
" I'U go and see it Aayed.^ " 

Saying this he left Roque and pTbd^eded to 
tbe Palaoe, where Porlia: and hii^ fri^ds were 
widting to reeeiye the oath crf the eivil authori- 
li^, who entered soob after. The eotintenanees 
df these gentiemen ^:diihited sueh loioks a^ 
might bi^ &xpedted from men wbo sa^ them- ^ 
selves on the eve of losing all their beloved 
plaoes, offices, and beheSees. They eame iii, 
easting surly, sadelong glaneed arouhd thasti, 
aiid then st6od in suUen sUenee before the 
General, who, to the great astonishment of hi^ 
friends> and partieularly of Sandoval, begah by 
deelaring, that as he only wished for men who 
were willing to aet.in eoneert with him, he 
would not force any to swear to the Gonstitu- 
tion ; on the eontrary, he intimated that those 
who did not eoneur in his views, were at 
Uberty togo as soon as they Bked, and wherever 
tbey pleased, without the fear of ineurring evil 
iconsequences. At these words the greater 
number seampered out of the roooi as swiftly as 
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if their feet were, aetually winged, . while the 
offiGers remained stariog at eaeh other in mute 
astonishment. 

Porliier, who saw his iriends* displeasure, en^^ 
deavoured to shew tbat no bad results eould 
ensue from sueh a oonduet ; but his arguments 
being unsatisfi^ctory, his fnends remonatrated. 
ag»nst sudi an impolitie step, whieh they said 
bould not £Edl to bring on their oonduet the 
aeeusation of weakness and folly. At length 
the majorit7 insisted, that those men who had 
r^used to take the oath, should be immediately 
arrested and taken to prison, to whieh the 
General was ^ obliged to subseribe. Ordersy 
there^ore^ were issued for the arrest of about 
thirty of them, who were eondueted, some to 
the Gastle of San Anton, and others to thait 
of San Felipe at Ferrol. 

During the whole of this day, the mani^estt^ 
tion^ of joy were une^uiyoeal, and the eyening 
dosed with brilliant illuminations, halls, and 
hands of musie serenading in the streets. But 
on the foIIowing day, many of the doors of the 
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houses were shut, the bustle of trade was sus- 
pended, and there was eyidently less enthusiasm 
shown by the inhabitants, the groups on the 
publie pkees eonsisting chiefly of. oi&eers. 

This sudden apathy, eoupled with the fact, 
that when the General gave orders for the 
formation of a provisional ^unta^ some of the 
gentlemen proposed excused themselyes on f ri- 
Yolous pretext8, and others were no where to 
be ^und, made it appear as if this morement 
had been purely military, and was supported 
rather by force of arms than by publie opinion. 
The lenity of the General, too, who,— on one of 
his aidpde-eamp^s aurprising several of the mem- 
bers of the former mimieipality (who had been 
left unmolested^) drawing uip a manifesto, in 
whieh the people ol^ the province were ealled 
upon to rise in mass to esterminate the Uberals, 
and another doeument, whieh they were oh the 
pennt 6f sending off to Madrid— eontented 
himself with putting them' under amst, oon- 
tributed in no small degree to destroy in those 
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gentlemen who had taken aetiye steps in tbh 
leyolution, the confidence thej had reposed in 
his fimuiess. The fourth regiment of artiUeiy, 
eomposed of youths, Bativesiof C(xruna and its 
distriet, and who were muoh looked up to by 
the inhabitants of the town, shewed alsp i^gns 
of diseontent arising from the same reason, and 
it was eyen rumoured that their separation was 
likely to be the consequence. 

Poilier being informedof this, inmiediately 
requested an expIanation from the eolonel and 
otiBeers of the regiment; but theu: answar wb^s 
sueh as to inerease rather than aUay the sus^ 
pieion entertained against them. They said» 
that they would be ready to aet in eoneert with 
him when they saw that the nation gave less 
equivocal proofs of its partidpation in the prp- 
posed ehange; but that, meanwhile, they mu^ 
be allowed to remain neuter. This threw n 
damp on the enthusiasm of many of the officers 
of the other eorps ; but Porlier still hoped to 
rekindle it on the arrival of the troops froi|i 




FeiT6l, who had been detained there by un£pr^ 
seen obstadea, but w^re espeeted on the ev^- 
ing of thttt ^Ay» 

Tq (Ussippte a little the preyailing gloom» 
ootiees 'were posted yp in yarious plaees^ inti- 
inatiqg the arriyal of.those trpops, fCnd request- 
iog the inhabitants to iUuminate their houses, in 
<^er to give them a suitable weloome ; and thne 
bands of the regiments were ordered out to 
me^t them on their ^i^oaeh. But, though the 
«pirit of the trpops frpm Ferrol was as favour- 
able tp the eause they had espoused, as that of 
their gallant Golonel !^eon, ai^ though they 
entered the town singing p^triotie hymns^ they 
met with a less eordial reeeption irom the in- 
habitants than they had antieipated, the vivgfi 
beiqg fewer aod less rapturous than on the pre- 
vious day, 

We ought to remark iiere, that no sooner 
wa^ the Gonstitutipn proelaimed at Goruna, than 
PorliOT sent an.officer tp the military goverDCH: 
of Santiago, apprizing him of the eveipLts that 
had taken plaee, and requestLng that similiur 
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operations might be there resorted to. The re- 
oeption of this officer by the goyemor (wha was 
an Italian of the name clf Pezzi^) was by no 
ineans eneouraging to the liberal party of that 
citj. Two h6urs afler his arriyal, he was ar- 
rested at the instigation of the dergy, who 
plaeed at the goyemor's disposal ample n^ieans 
to bribe the battalion of grenadiers on garrison 
in that eity» and induee them to assume a hostile 
attitude towards their fellow soldiers of Ccnru&aL, 
whom they branded with the epithets of trait<Mrs, 
enemies of Grod and the throne, &c. &c. By 
dint of gold, threats, and prayers, the elergy 
aeeompGshed this objeci; the patriotie inten- 
tions of the soldiery were tumed aside, and they 
were indueed to take a military position to de^ 
fend the dty against an attaek from the oonsti- 
tutional troops, if any sueh were eontemplated. 

Thisnews was brought to La Goruna, by the t 
physieian of the battalion of grenadiers, who 
had left Santiago in disguise, to request Porlier 
to mareh immediately upon that dty at tiie 
head of some troops, or send some patriotie 
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cfficeT ^idi thein, to thwart the measures of the 
derieal faction. This' duty Golonel Peon begged 
ix) be allowed to perfonn ; and eertainly, if his 
wishes had been granted, there is every reason 
to believe, the excellent spirit of his trodps eon- 
sidered, that the sueeess of their glorious en- 
terprize would have been insured ; but Porlier, 
whose greatest delight was in danger, elaimed 
for .himself the honour of leading the troops, 
and resoIved to mareh up6n Santiago, at the 
head of eight hundred men, and two pieees" of 
artillery, on that very night. 

** There was some truih in what you said the 
other day, Roque," said his master, as he as- 
sisted him in paeking up his own portmanteau 
to aeeompany Porlier in his expedition,' ^^ things 
haye assumed an unfa;vourabIe aspeet, and I 
am anxious about the final issue bf our mareh.^ 

" Oh, uo, Sir, I am only a bird of ill-omen. 
Believe nothing of what I say. You area So- 
lomnn, and I am a jack-ass— a fooI, — a mest 
Gold-hearted feIIow, who neither sees nor hears,'^ 
S^id Roque, with a most triumphant sneer. 

V0L. II. o 
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^* To judge from the estreiBe htunility af 
yotir language, I suspeet, Roque, you now ex- 
peet I'Shali hereafter put a h\md confidence in 
all yoiir antieipations«^ said his master. 

** About that, you may do as you please," re- 
tumed Roque, ** though it is doubtful to mt 
if you hare again another opportunity of d»i- 
eoTering the truth of any of my omens.^ 

*^ What ! do yoU iiitend giving up your aya- 
eation of con]urer P^ 

^^ If, as there is eyery reason to suspeet, you 
are destined to giye up the ghost ere you rei- 
turn from this expedition, what neeessity will 
there be for my eonlintiing it ?^ ^ 

*^ That is spoken like a true oraele, Iloque ; 
«n t^ is not amiss there," said his master. 

^ May you find it so ! — but ai all eyenls I ro^ 
eommend yoii to look to yoursd^, and you wiU 
bave a better ehanee of proying me a ^abeT pro- | 
phet* 

^* There will be time enough to l€X)k to our- 
sdres, wben we haye done our daty to our 
eountry; so adieu till we meet again,*^ md our 
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hero, as he mounted hi^ horse, to jpiii Greneral. 
Porlier. 
' The mareh 'eommeneed early ui the moming 

There yras something ominous from the moment 

* 

the troops started. It was. observed that the 
enthusiasm whieh is g^erally felt by a sallying 
party was confined to the o£Scers, and to a 
small number of the soldiery, the- rest appeiur- 
ing, some lukewarm, and others even sullen. 
In this disposition of mind, they marehed for 
the three first leagueS) when some symptoms of 
insubordination began to manifest themselves. 
Some of the soldiers began to slaeken their paee^ 
and lag behind the eolumn, othersi^ eontrary to 
the orders of ' the General, and to military 
diseipline, entered the vineyards and gardens 
belonging to some of the farms that skirt^ the 
road, and eommitted sundry aets of depredar 
tion* — ^' There is no doubt,^' said SandoYal to 
the General, as these facts eame to their know-. 
ledge, ^^ that the minds of these mep h&ve been 
worked upon by the 8erviles. An example or 

o2 
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two migbt be very salutary ; it would restore 
diseipline." 

'^Or more probably eause a mutiny," said 
Porlier, "we are in a delieate situation, and 
we must be eautious how we displease them. I 
will,.however, enjoin the officers to exhort them 
to obserye diseipKne ; for we m'ust not allow 
the peasantry to be disturbed; they show an 
exeellent spirit." 

Aeeordingly he spoke to tbe officers, and 
they to their raen, who, however, minded them 
no more than before ; notwithstanding whieh, 
the farmers showed every civility to them, and 
bailed the General, whenever he approaehed 
their dwellings, with every testiraony r>f joy and 
good will. During the eourse of their mareb, 
Porlier dispat;ched, in every direetion, letters 
and eppies of the proelaraation and manifesto 
already mentioned, to the authorities of the 
different towns, ealling upon them to proelaim tbe 
Gonstitution. Indeed he displayed every wbere 
greatpresenee of mind, knowledge, and aetiyity. 
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though his ind<ulg&nce towards the soldiery 

Sandoval disapproved, as he feared it might be 

interpneted into weakness. 

The troops had now been marehing the 

whole day, and it was eleven o'eloek at night, 

» 
when the General ordered them to halt, to 

rec^ve their rations, and take some repose. 

This halt was near a vil}age eaUed Ordenes, 

;distant two leagues. from Santiago. The 

^diers havirtg formed_ bell-tents, witli their 

muskets, the General went with some of the 

£hiefs to an inn elose by, io take some refresh. 

ments, while the rest of the officers proeeeded 

with the sathe intent to andther house, dis- 

tant a few paees from the eamp, whieh tbey 

Tisited now aod then, to eee that all was right 

During these visit8 they : observed nolhiug 

iunong the aoldiery^ whieh might indieate any 

estraordinary measure in eontemplation. A 

group here ntting round a cheerful fire, and 

eodking their suppers, another there standing 

^Donversing noiidly with eaeh other;, the ser- 

je9nt8 and eorporals messing or talking together 
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or with the soldiers' df their respeetiye eom- 
panies; in a word there was appareiitlj r^ry 
little diseontent, and slill less any symptoms dt 
a» approaehing mutiny. 

Meanwhile, the unsuspeeting Porlier, and his 
oi&eers, who had sat down to an indifferent and 
hastily oooked- supper, were endeavburing to 
make up by 'wit and good humour for thW 
eoarseness of their fare, when loud eries ai 
" Longli^e the Kixig, our Lord, !''• were heard 
in eyery direetion outside the inh. — " Th^ 
are the troops froili Santiago/^ said Porlier, 
risittg h^stily from the table, **to amls, my 
friend8, to arms !" 

In a moment the swords. of the 6fBcerd 
glitt^red in their hdnds, and they rushed 
towardd the door ; but the itesailants 'inade a . 
diseharge on those ^ho attempted a sbrtie, by 
whieh only the unfortunate innkeeper feH. A 



♦ The word ** absolute'* was not then knowD» or at all 
€^etits Dever made use of, when the loyalisti shouted fb^ 
the king* 
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violent sti1iji^le now ensued between the offioers5 
«id some of their own 8oldier% headed by a 
«ergeant of marines, of the n^me of ChacQD, 
wh6 ealled upon his superiorg, to surrender in 
the name of the king. The ebntest was too 
unequal to last long, the ofiBcei*s suriounded 
by oY^whelming numbers, retreated into the 
house, where th^y were disarmed and seeured, 
while only an aid-de«camp of thiB Oeneral and 
our doughty Kero sueeeeded in euttiog their 
way throngh the assailants. ' 

As for the un&rtunate Porlier, impressed 
with the idea that the attaek was m^ide by the 
troops from Santiago, and impatient to put 
himself at the head of his troops, he leapt from 
the window in the room, and found himself 
surrounded by about sixty men belon^ng to 
his own troops, who immediately handeuSed 
him, plaeed him on a donkey, and, foIlowed by 

I 

the other officers, similarly seeured and mounted, 
was led towards Santiago, amidst the bayon^ts 
of his own ^ldiers, who blindly obeyed the 
orders of their new chief, Ghaeon. 
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Early. on the following day, tbe captives 
.entered Santiago amidst eries of death, brutal 
insultSy peltings, and blows, from an.infuriated 
rabble, headed by priests and friars, who, with 
fiendish joy, led their unhappy victims to the 
dungeons of the Inquisition, ^here they met 
with the most barbarous and infamous treat- 
ment After these arrests a eolemn Te Deum 
was ehaunted in the Gathedral by the whole 



ehapter, and a samon preaehed by a frantic 
iriar, who roared out like a mad buU, and 
poured maledietions and anathemas on the 
rebels, damning them in setula seeuhrum^ 



\ 
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Then Bpeak, Sparta, and demand lyiy Iif«) 

My heart exult)ng answeta to thy eall, 

And uniles on glorious fate. To Ure vAth fame 

The Gods allow to many I but to die 

With eqttiA lustre, is a biesging Heaven 

Seleeta from all the ehoieest'boons of fate, . 

And with a sparing huid on few iMstowa. 

GiOTBa's LeontdMi 



Sandoyal, haviQg got elear of his enemies, 
with only some seratehes and bruises not worth 
mentioning, retraeed his steps to C(»runa, where 
.Brigadier Greneral Romay had remained as 
miiitary eommandant, and Golonel Peon as 
govemor of the town. Their force, it is tnie, 
eonsisted only of about four hundred men ; 
but Sandoyaly whose>^magination was apt to 

o3 



iiiagnify a few patiiots into iimiMnUe hasU^ 
thought that the General might yet be reseaed, 
e^ery misfortune repaired, and the eauae ooee 
more redeemed. On his arriyal there he ^ound^ 
that an attempt had been eommeneed on tbe 
same night of Porlier's arrest by the servile 
party, to surprise the posts oeeupied by. the 
troops Ieft in garrison in the town ; whieh had 
it not been for the energy and activity of ColoneI 
Peon, who, aeeompanied only by one offiGer of 
tried braVery, of the name of Don Gesar Tur- 
nel, went round the ramparts at midnight, and 
sueeeeded in quasbing it at the vety mom^t of 
its intended execution, would haye Ieft the 
liberal party no further hope. 

This ^as a diseouragmg eirmmstanee ; for it 
ahowed that their enemies had greater stremgth 
and inAuenee thm it was generally b^etred'; 
but our hero, unappalled by this intelUgeiiee, 
eontihued eneouraging tbds€f offiters^ irhDse 
spirits hdd been depressed by the melanehdy 
nei^ whieh he himsel^ h^ priyateiy eotiannmi- 
eated to them. This r^ws began sooii aft^ to 



Bpread about the dty by some ^ldie^s a&d 
lieasants, who were now arriwng froin the fiekl 
of aetion, and partieularly by the aid'^eamp 
of Porlier, wfao had eseaped from the fray, and 
who had the indiseretion to eommunieate it to 
the officer on . guard at the town gate in a 
tnanner equally imprudent, exclaiming, mthiii 
the sddiers hearing — ^** All is lost ! — They are 
all a set of traitors and knaves! — Porlier and 
his officer8 have been betirayed T' 

As this intelligenee gained ground, the di^^^ 
fereQt posts oeeupied by the remaining troops 
begah to be deserted; and the oSoers, ^eeing 
the numberof their adherents diminishing every 
instant, assembled to eonsult on the measures to 
be adopted in this painful erisis. Their debates 
were long and boisterous; but nothing.import- 
ant was re6olved upon, and they were on the 
point of ^epaiating withbut eoming to any' de^ 
oision, when SandovaI, who had till then refndo- 
ed firom giving his opinion, su^gested, that all 
the officers and soldiers who were willing to do ^, 
«hould immediately proeeed to the Gas^tle of San 
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Anton, and defend it a» long as they &iiii]dit 
tenable. — ^^ There,"^ added he, ^^ we shdil be aUe 
to defend purselyes against the attaoks of our 
treaeherous enemies. Tbe pristHiers who are 
in the eastle shall be our hostages, should their 
friends attempt to take tbe life of Porlier. We 
ean always obtain provisions from the servi]e» 
themselves, by threatening to set fire . to their 
dwellings hom the eastle^ "whieh they are well 
" aware may be done ; and, lastly, should we be 
redueed to extremities, we ean force any Yessel 
lyiog mdthin the fire of the eastleto take us on 
board, and convey us to England or Ameriea ; 
or else, at the very last, we ean die gloriouslys 
and sell our lives de^.^ 

This proposal was unanimously applauded, 
and approved of by the meeting, and an officer 
i^as immediately dispatehed to seek out the 
eapitan de lla^es;* but dl seareh after him 
was useless, the officer wbo filled that post and 
the keys having disappeared. The gates of the 

* An offioer intrusted with the keys of a fortress. The 
town major. . . 
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ibrtress beihg shut, and the measure proposed 
by Sandoval of . battering them down with a 
field pieee being objected to, it was finally re^ 
solved that the oi&eers and soldiers, who wished 
to remain faithful to their oaths, should all 
assemble in the square ealled Flaza de la Ha^ 
rinay and there defend themselves to tHe last, 
should they be attaeked by their enemies, or 
else mareh out of the town, and throw them- 
. selyes into ihe m'ountains. 

In order to earry this plan into e^eeutiony 
andassemble all their friends, it was neeessary to 
go about the town with some force ; but when 
they sent for a picquet of about fif ty grenadiers, 

« 

who had tiil then sho^vn an exce]lent spirit, 
neither the men nor their eaptain eould be any 

where fbuud ; they had all dispersed, and dis- 

« 

appear€fd. At this moment, too, the sendle 
party eaused all the bells of the town to sound 
to arms, and this measure alone seemed wanting 
to eomplete the ruin of the liberals. The 
eowardiee, however, of their enemies, who not* 
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MthBttmdiiBg the debilitiitod state of th^ $A^ 
tagoDistS) dared iiot oome forwaTd to attaok 
.tbem, gtve the htter time to «eek saTety in 
ttght. 

The seryiles, wbo were watdiiog every step 
-taken by the liberal party, no eodtier observed 
their dispersioii, thaOy assembling a multitude of 
YagamuiBnB ih a distant partof the town« prbi* 
-eeeded with the. eapitan de Ueam^ who now 
r&^ippeared» to the Gastle of San Anton, te 
JybeM;e tbe Giptam-General, and the other 
«aetnbers of die ahsolute 'gorernment, in whieh 
they Aieeeeded, as everything had been -pre^ 
^raoasly arranged between them and the offioer 
who hdA been^ intrusted with the eare of the 
pnsoDiers. ISiia done thby re-entered the tow^ 
4riioufiittg,.'^ Death to.the liberals I^ and v^ting 
ibeir loyatty in threats» whidh ev)^n thm they 
8ared not execute. 

Sandotal, who heard the distant shouts wa^ir 
iqg'lou4^r and Iduder, andwho was stiU with 
GokHiel Peon, «sked him what bis inlentieHis 



*rere.«^** IPoBlrt^ me and you shatll see,*^ «id 
\hh *braire cftiefiain, with a look in whieh uni 
dautited oourage struggled ^rith degpoir. 

He did so. On reaehing the niiddleof 'the 
street^ they dbserved a erowd o£ 'tbe lowest 
itdible hastening towards ' them with hostile 
intentions,*^^^ Ihraw, Sando^ml,"^ «aid the Golo- 
nel, unsheathing his sword« The rabble halte^ 
on seeing these preparations/and the two fri^id0 
€ontinued their way with a slow paee, now and 
thea stopping and tiuning tbmselTes towards 
the rabble; y/ho followed them at a respectfill 
distanee, and whp stood stjill as tbe two ehaim»* 
piiMis east a loek behind. Tbeir -steady and 
firm step, bold and fixed gase, and slowly pro- 
gTessiTe tnoTement, made them appear Itke tw9 
lions^ foIlowed by a paek of timorous boUDds, 
who ready to take to their lieels on the Stet 
onset, dare yet walk trembling and howliag m 
thmtrain. 

In this way they passed thr([>kgh seyeral stre^ 
unmolested, and arriyed at a convent whiehhad^ 
during tbe war of mdependenee, been ttEmed into 
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Iwraoks, and in whieh there weri^ sdll about a 
hundred and twenty inen belon^ig to tb^ 
eolonePs regiment ; Peonrequested them to take 
their arms and fcrm, ^d then spoke.to them in 
these words. — "My rriends! It would be no 
less eruel than rash in me to engage you further 
in the support o^a eause, whieh has been totally 
ruined by. masked assassins and traitors. Its 
piineiples, h(ywever, remain unchanged,<— they 
would have eonstituted the , htgppiness of tibe 
nation^^perhaps they may be ^seeured- at a 
future period,-^! devoutly pray that it may be 
tK). But at present, nothing more remains for 
us thah to avoid the perseeutions 6f our enemies; 
— ^You, however, who eame here invited by me, 
ought not to 8uffer for obedienee to my orden 
— 'Tid I alone, who being the originator of lim 
plan, must take the consequences of this faihue. 
ConsequentIy, to shield yourseIves from future 
evils9 and at the same ttme feee me from the fury 
of a vile rabble, let twelve of you step farward' 
ahd follow me.** r 

Saying this he walked firmly to a ebnaer of 
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the aEtme yard where bis men were fo]fmed, fol* 
lowed by & dozen of tbem^ and anxiousIy watebed 
by. the rest. Then tuming his face to them, 
and pointing to his.breast, oommanded them, 
with a powerTul voi6e, to take well their aim and 
fire» adding, that by sueh an aet they might be 
eertain of a pardon, and perhaps of a reoom- 
pense. 

The soldiers, who had till then preserved a 
sullen silenee, struek by the magnanimity of 
their chief, burst out into enthusiastie shouts of 
" Long live our Golonel ! — Our lives sooner 
than his !'^ &c. Peon entreated them again and 
again; but seeing.that they were resolved to 
defend his life, he added, that sinee they would 
preserve him, even in spite of himse]f, he must 
request them toaeeonipany him a league beyond 
the town. Then plaeing himself at their head, 
and assuming a military voice, he ordered them 
to serew their bayemets, shoulder their muskets, 
and mareh ; adding, when he eame within 
hearing of the mob, who had assembledin front 
d the barraeks, easting threatening looksaround 
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— *< Woe to thoie irhashatt atethpt to inped^ 
iair progress !" 

The dnnns «nd fifes then sounded a niArdh^ 
and ^ithout the least insult or Q)olestittibn'fhnH 
the mob, the {^arty left the town, though, as the 
oity walb yaniahed fi*om their sight, they heard 
the triumphant shout of the rabble dying gnu 
dually away. 

At about a I^ague from CoruBa, the Goldtiel 
halted his men, before vfhom he elothedhiaidei/ 
in a peasant^s dress, proeuted for him at a ikttn. 
by one of the officers, and took ieaye of the 'p^ltty 
almost with tears in his eyes. The soldiers then 
prooeeded to their former station of Ferro)> 
eanrying as prisoners. their own officers, who 
generously insisted on it that no priyate d]0tdd 
atall 8uffer frcHii die pers^eutions whieh undoubb* 
edly would foIlow this unfortunate itttempt* 

A^ tot our ha'o, eontrary to die adviee of his 
friend Golonel Peon, and to the suggestionB of 
prudenee, he resblyed to re-enter GoruaiainJthe 
dusk of eyening, where, being little known, he 
hoped to &icape the pui'suit of his enemies, by 
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odnoealing huiisel^ ih the house of m honest 
dtizen, (a man whose insigniSeanoe plaoed him 
beyond suspieioD, and wbo, he knew^, wbuld not 
b^tray him) more effectually than by rambKag 
about the eoimtry. "Well, then," said Peon 
to him^ unable to make him desist from his 
intention, ** sinee^ in spite of reason and prudenee^ 
you will run your head into the lion^s moud^ 
farewell, and may you eseape the dangers. that 
await you. For my part, I intend immediately 
to proeeed to Portugal, where X bope to^nbark 
oo board some yessel bound tor England.* There 
at least I iam eertain of Anding freedom and 
syinpathy." *• . 

f^ AdieUy^' said SandovaIy embraeing him 
wannly, ^^I almost envy you; but I am speU 
boi^d to our native land, and eould not fturvive 
a day's baniahment frbm it." ) 

Saying this» tbe two-liiends ported, and Soi^ 
doval /{alIoitf:ed an iiregular path leadmg to a 
mMl ^anmhouse^the door of whieh the easHitiDus 
farm^9 i'bo bad beard of tbe failure of Porlier^s 
ntttmpt, shut aspoon as he saw our beio approaehi 
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sayiDg, in the dialeet of his province, to his 
bett^ half, Vfho was then employed in broiling 
some pilehards, with whieh the eoast of GalSeia 
abounds, and whieh eonstitute the prineipal £eod 
of this frugal elass,— '' Here eomes one of the 
runaways. We must'nt let him in, wife, lest 
our neighbour the beneiieiate should hear of 
it, and deny us the use of his woods for our 
pigs," 

" You are right» husband,'^ said the wife, who 
fully appreeiated the arguraent, ^^bolt the door 
well, for 1^11 wager we shall lose more than we 
shall gain by his eoming in/' 

Tben approaehing the door, she looked 
through the keyrhole to gratify her natural 
euriosity — ^^ I say husband,'' shesaid, ^^hehas 
got two of thoie^- gold things — what do they 
eall 'em ?— ^n his shoulders, and a'ooeked hat, 
with a loop and gold tassels. Perhaps it is the 
€reQeral himself. Do you remember whai the 
Fr^eh eame to out eountry, how we used to 
kill them, to get sueh^hings as tbose from them, 
eh ?— What if we invited him in, eh ? He bas 
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a gold ehain hanging at his girdle ; eould we * 
make no money out of it, eh ?'^ 

*^For shame, wife ! We never killed our 
own eountrymen; and if we did, we might be 
hung for it." 

**If he were a liberal we would'nt- Did^nt 
'you hear the priest yesterday tell us so ? Why, 
he said we would get more indulgenees by killing 
these traitors, as he ealled 'em, than if we went 
on a romeria* to our lady of Las Augustias at 
•Betanzos, or to Santiago de Gompbstela. At 
all ievents, if he were the general, or some of 
the big ones, we might get something by taking 
him to Cor«Sa, and give him up to the Gaptain 
General." / 

• " Hark !" exc]aimed the indignant husbandj 
*' if I hear you again sa^ that, 111 break 
every bone in your earease, you ineiarnate 
de^dl!'' 

" Will you?'' said the wife, seizing a large 
.spitj whieh she brandished over her head, " eome 

"' ' . • *■.•*' 

• ♦ A pilgrimage. 
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on, eome on, Zounds ! if I don't stiek you for 
a goose!" added' she, making a pass at him, 
wbieh he 'adroitly tumed off with a thiek stiek, 
whieh, like almost all his eountrymen, be played 
with mueh skill. 

■ 

^^ Are you at it ?" said the ineensed husband, 
knoeking the spit from her hand, and seizing 
her by the throat, ^^ by Santiago ele Gompos- 
tela ! I^ll squeeze the soul out of your throat» if 
you have one.*' 

This threat, however, was not so easily exe- 
euted, for besides the doubt he very justly en* 
tertained, his dutiful half fastened her e^Iaws, 
whieh were none of the shortest, round his eyes, 
and kieked so vigorously agaihst his shins wiih 
her wooden shoes, that he was eompelled* to 
quit hold in tend^mess for his opties. How*- 
ever, to show that he had not been conquered, 
he went to the door to let in the stranger, who 
on heari^g the struggle, repeated his blows to 
prevent its beeoming more serious*^ — " I'H even 
open the door, to throw you more into a rage,''^ 
said he, drawing the bolt away. 
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The host^ss, who did not ehoose tp let the 
^tranger know she had been qua^elUng with 
her dear husband? kneeled on the hearth to 
tum the pilehards, whieh by this time were not 
ouly broiled» but burnt. — " Why, Paeo !^ said 
she, in a gibberish whieh she thought good 
Castj[lian, " while we have been daneing the 
muMeirOy* the fish have bumt away, and I am 
afraid they are not worth the gentleman''s ac< 
eeptaiiee.'' 

Sandoyal thanked her, and said that he had 
neiiher time nor appetite to beeome their gu^t ; 
bi;t wished only to know if the landlord eould 
aGGommodate him with a suit of elothes, {or, 
whleh he woidd leave them his own. — " What J" 
eried the delightedlandlady, " will your se^oria'f 
leme us the hat too, and those things on your 
shoulders.^^^ 

" Everything,'' said Sandoval, " and even 
my sword; but this I must request you to 
keep, until I send for it^, or fetch it myseUl^ 

* A Galidan dauee. t Your Honour* 
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<^ Giye htm your old Sunday suit," said she to 
her husband, in her own dialeet ; ^' bless me, 
what a niee exchange ! We shall make out of 
it money enough to buy you another suit, and 
me two eomplete ones. Make haste, lest he 
dbange his raind, and we lose it^ 

The landlo^d immediately opened a large 
•ehest whieh eontained their wardrobe, and took 
out a short jacket, formerIy sky-blue, a red waist- 
eoat, a pair of blaek velveteen breeehes, a pair 
of long gaiters of brown eloth, a shirt of eoarse 
eloth, a low erowned wide brlmmed hat, with 
a broad velvet band, a large steel buekle, and a 
eoek'^g feather stuek in it, and, lastly, a pair of 
wooden elogs; the whple in a eonditibn that 
would have puzzled a painter to have assigned 
names to their various eolours. — " Here," said 
the host, " is a new suit of elothes whleh I have 
wom only seven years. They will fit you well, 
too ; for though I am a little stouter than your- 
self, they are rather tight for me.*' 

Sandoyal, whose object was to enter the 
town without exciting suspieion, did not mueh 
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ease^ about their fitting tight or looking well, 
and therefore put them («i, without making any 
obseryation on what his host said, though he 
eould not be prevailed upon to e^ehange his own 
sbirt for the farmer'$, notwithstanding the eo*. 
g^t reasons that this last brought in support of 
the exchange. — " You'll be discovered to a eer- 
tainty, if you dorft put on the shirt, too,'* said 
he, " those frills will never do. But if your 
Senoria thinks It too eoarse for your skin, at 
kast allow my wife to eiit off the frills of your 
own." 

Without waiting ibr his answer, he ealle^ 
her, to perfonn this task, whieh Sandoval eould 
notwell prevent, sogreatwas their eagemess for 
his 8afety ; though he suspeeted from what he 
heard her say about eaps, that the idea of hav. 
ing some eambrie to trim them with, was fore« 
wno&t in her head. Aware of the eunning and 
interested ebaraeter of this people, he gave them. 
also a peeuniary reward, and made them un- 
derstand he was going towards Betanzos, whieh 
iB preeisely in the eontrary direetion to GoruSa ; 

VOL. n. p 
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and wishiog them bappiness and prosperity^ 
proeeeded through bye-ways to his plaee of des*- 
tination. ' 

In entering the house of his humble friend at 
Goruna, whieh he reaehed without mconvenience, 
he found his servant Roque engaged in making 
his f uneral orison, and lamenting most bitterly 
the infatuation whieh urged him to enter int6 
sueh mad projects 'as oould only bring him to 
the gallows. He expatiated on his good parts, 
whieh, were it not for that obstinaey in fo]lowing 
his own plans, in spite of the good advice and 
wise remonstranees of one, (meaning himself) 
whohad received from heaven a greater share 
of ^oresight, would have ensured his happiness 
in this world, and probably in the n6Xt, to whieh 
he thought he was likely soon to migrate, hav« 
ing heard that he had been taken with Porlier. 

This elegy Sandoval soon eut short, . by hLs 
re-appearance> whieh, while it delighted them all, 
rendered them somewhat apprehensive, both for 
his safety and their own ; for no sooner had the 
Gaptain General regained his full poiter^ thau 
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he issued a furious deeree m whieh he divided 
the eonspirator» into two elasses; namely, se- 
dueers and sedueed, aeeording to whieh elas* 
sifieation the military eommissions fonned to 
try them were to direet their judgments. It 
was not difficult to guess to whieh of these 
two elasses our hero belonged, nor the punish- 
ment that would be awarded to him, were he tp 
fall into the hands of his enemies, who were 
making the most striet searehes after the eon- 
spirators. Ihdeed during the whole of that 
day domieiliary yisits were made and seores of 
officers and gentlemen imprisoned. The eastle 
dT San Anton, and the pubHe prisons wer^ 
aeareely sufficient to eontain the yietims who 
were taken there on mere suspieion of having 
aided in or approved of the measures of the 
rebels. 

On the following day the whole garrison wa» 
ehanged, and the prisoners who had been eoii- 
dueted to Santiago were elaimed, while a eoun. 
cil of generals was immediately formed to try 
Porlier. Meantime, many severe measuires were 

p 2 
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adopted to preyent the eseape of those wh6m 
the eonstituted authorities suspeeted were oon- 
eealed in the town, whieh obliged our hero to 
keep within doors for several days together. 

At length the unfortunate Porlier and his eom- 
panions entered Goruna on the ^th, loaded with 
ehains, and under a strong eseort. Whether 
the terror spread among the respeetable elass 
of society,,by the violent and numerous arrests 
whidh had taken plaee, had even reaehed the 
inob, or whether the fate of the prisoners really 
excited their sympathy, it is eertain there was 
not a voice upHfted against them, from the eity 
gates to the prison. There even prevailed 
.among the erowd that aeeompanied them to this 
plaee a melaneholy silenee, whieh showed that 
even a hired mob felt the reverence due to un- 
successful patriotism. 

The prison whither they were eondueted is 
situated near the sea, and for unwholesomeness 
and filth, does not yield to any in the Peninsula. 
Here, however, a deep, dark dungeon, into 
whieh the sea water penetrates to the depth of 
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betwe^n tWo and three feet» was seleeted for th$^ 
unhappy General, whose ill health and eKtren^e 
debility rendered the gratuitous inhuoianity ot 
sueh confinement still more odious; hut this; 
vas not allt ^oi: aeeording to a barbarous eusr. 
tom praetised m the dark ages, by whieh tho^e^ 
axxused of treason, murder, md other. eapital 
erimes^ were obliged to take o£ thetr elothing 
fFom the waist downwards, Porlier. was .stripped 
6f half his elothes, fettered, and loaded witk 
a ehain of excessive weight 

It is not our purpose to detail here the unJ4ist 
and illegal mode adopled by his enemies io the 
proeeedings instittkted against him : they have 
been already aoeurately given in Mr^ Bla^uiene^s 
interesting work, entitled ^f A Historieal Beyiew 
of the Spanish &evolution,^^ we ahalL therefere 
re£er our readers to that gentleman, and men3^ 
eooSn/d ourselve8to eiisumstanee^whieh have not 
\)een notieed in the work alluded to, and whieh 
more peeuliarly belopg to our province. 

When the high-minded Porlier was takeii 
before his judges, and interrogated by them, hft 
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deelared with his wonted boldness, that he had 
nothing to say before a eouneil of war, whieh 
he eonsidered ineompetent to try bim ; beeause^ 
an artiele of the ordinanees forbade those whp 
had in any way suffered, or been eoneemed in* 
the eharge advanced agidnst any individual, 
from being at onee proseeutors and judges. 
This piade a deep impression on one of the 
members of the eouneil, who, with more zeal 
fDr justice than prudential ^oi'esight, rose^ and 
deelared the eulprit was in the right, and that a 
new eouneil of war ought immediately to be 
formed to fulfil the ends of justice. No sooner 
was this opinion deliveredy than the other mem» 
bers, who, understanding the nature of their 
lunetions far better than their oolleague, knew 
they were assembled there not to try, but to 
9ssassinate their prisoner, eommeneed an instant 
attaek on the subversive aiid revolutionary doo» 
trines advanced by this imprudent A^istides, 
who, aflterwards, to avdd ineurring further suft- 
pieions from his eoUeagues, retraeted what his 
better feelings had suggested him to dedarew 



Hl 



THE FREEMASON. S19 

The interrogatory then proeeeded, but Porlier's 
anly answer was, that if the king would grant 
him an intenriew, he would tell him what it 
greatly import^d him to know, and he would 
then die with still greater pleasure ; after whieb, 
rising from the wooden stool assigned to him as 
a eulprit, he added, " Now, gentlemen,-the ajO&ir 
iM over, and I must wish you farewell." 

On being reeondueted to prison, the jailor 
led the way to his former dungeon ; but Por- 
lier seizing his arm, bid him take him to the 
eoiidemned eell, *' ^or,'* added he, with a smile, 
*^ I ean hear the remaining formalities there 
qaite as weU as in my former dungeon, and it 
will save you some trouble." 

The jailor, who knew his office too well to 
deviate from its forms, and who, moreover, 
leared that the vengeance of Porlier's enemies 
would fall on his head were he to take him. 
^ to a plaee, whieh, though small and confined, 
was a little paradise eompared to the other, 
pleaded his ineompeteney to assume a right 
vfaich he did not possess, and took him baek to 
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the .weQ assigned for him, against the walls cxf 
whieh the Toariiig wai;es were heard beaitm^ 
turiously, eyeiy moment threatening to break 
through, and buiy uader thdr ruins the many 
unhappy inmates who pined withm the gloenn]? 
building. 

At last the hour arrlved when the ^ca2* 
eame to notiiy die sentenee of the oouneil. It is 
the Gustom in Spain for the eulprits- to hear it 
on their knees, but Poriier requested the Kseal 
to dispense with sueb idle fc»*ma}ities, and giye 
Inm the substanee of it io as bridT a manner as 
he eouM. The latter, wbo, while he remained 
ki PewUer's presenee seemed to be under a kbai 
of spell, read it aeeordingly, and the patriot 
ehief heard it with the utmost eomposure^ tbough 
wben the fifical ean^ to that part of the sen» 
tenoe where tbe word " traitor'' oeeurred, he 
SRitibd 8oomfully, and smd, easting a look of 
eontempl on the paper, ^ Traitorindeed ! yet I 
would haye defended tbe -Gemstitutional King 

' * Answering to Attorney-General, or an officer wbo 
]^osecutes eriminals in the king*s name. 
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as I did when he was a eaptiye ; but kt blm 
know that th^ pnly way to saye hls life and 
his thron^, is by fulfilling his promi^: to the 
nation.'' 

When the fiscal had read the sentepee, he 
began to stammer out the admpnition generally 
usedr 0Tfi ^ueh oeeasions, to raniiid the prisoner 
of hi^ approaehing end.- — " Withdraw, Sir, 
withdraw/^ ^id the General,, *^ I Jcnpw how 
to die, and am not ignorant of the dutie^ Qf a 
ehristian.'** 

After this, hp w^s eondueted to tbe con- 
demned eell, where he found two» stout firiar9 
of a religious order, ealled agoni^antiSy? /who 
had gone tbere witb tbe ^hantahle intenjtion of 
embittering bis last moments; but Porlier 
dismissed them politely, saying that he eould 
not ayail himself of their spiritual oomforts, as 
he bad a friend who was a monk, and who 

* Literally, agoniziDg friars, and it must be owned that 
tbe agonies they ereate by their excessiye bellowings, are 
th^ most painful part of the sentenee. 

P 3 



being his usual confe6Sor, he was ansious to 
The iriars, mueh to their disappoitttmeut, with* 
drew ; for in these eases the etdprit is allawed 
the option of admitting them, or naming others» 
henee Porlier's friettd was, aoeordingly, re- 
quested to attend. 

' During the whole time he remained in this 
eell^ he was as serene and cheerful as he use^ 
to be when sitting with his friends in his own 
house. He eonyersed with his oonfessor witb- 
out any of that aftected heroism whieh little 
men are apt to assume, when plaeed in similar 
eireumstanees, and whieh very often seryes as & 
eloak to hide the agoniziDg fears by whieh they 
are tormented. He wrote letters to his wiie, 
in whieh the regret of losing for"ever a womaii 
to whom he was so tenderly attaehed, was 
tempered with every eonsoling thought whieh 
religion and philosophy eould suggest. It 19 
impossible to read those letters, and the will 
and epitaph, whieh he dietated with the eool- 
ness of heroism, . without tears. A dignified 
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toae of patriotie feelmg, deep-felt resignatiem^ 
ttid pure and tender affection peryade them 
•U * 

'When the final hour arriyed, an adjutant, 
with a oompany .of grenadiers, enlered the 
prison, and requested Porlier to dress himsel^ 
in eomplete uniform. This done, two soldiers 
took his hat and sword, and the Greneral was 

* Some of tbese doeumeDts werepublished in this eoun- 
try shortly aiter that martyr*s death, and may be seen also 
in the work above alluded to.— How highly gifted must 
the soul of that man have been, who, at the twenty-seventh 
year of his age, eould bring his roind to look ealmly oa 
death, when he had just aeeomplished so many glorious 
deeds, and attained the highest honours and reputation, 
the Iove of a truly estimable woman, the friendship of 
every one who knew him ; in a word, when he had bnt 
ju8t begun to taste every earthly blessting, attendant on 
high renown, Yalour, lo^e, and friendship l Let the myr* 
midons of power say what they will, the man who eould 
thus die is a hero, if any desenre the name. His politieal 
opinions, the partisans of absolute monarehies may rail at; 
but even they, if they have hearts to feel, eannot refuse 
their sympathy to one, who» during the few years he was 
permitted to li^e, always showed himself generous» brave^ 
virtuouSy patriotie, and benevolent. 
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A&Sk eondneted to tlie priBon^s gate, where a 
tauKitude of troe^ wei^ so dosely Ibrmed, thift 
they presented' an impenetrable barrier to tkft 
ttnxious eyes of the' peo|de. N'o sooner he 
showed hhnseir, than the two 'same friftrs abo^ 
mentioned rushed towards him^ eaeh holding 
a crudfix in his hand, and yociferating the 
tnost stunning eries. ^' Hold, fathers, hotil! 
I am proyided with a confessor, and my 
head aehes a little,^ said Porlier wiUi his 
usual eomposure. The two ehampions were 
again obliged to retieat, aiid the moumful 
proeesaon began now to move at a slow paee. 
Porlier walked with firm steps the whole way, 
from the prison to the aquare, holding a ero* 
cifix in one hand, and leaning on the confessor's 
arm. There was a eahnness, a resignation, a 
firmness in his look and demaanor, whieh in*- 
dieated, that even at the approaeh of death^ 
his eonseienee approved of the past aetions of 
his life, and enabled him to look ^orward wiih 
<*onfidenoe to that reward whieh the God of 
justice apportions to disinterested patriotism 
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Md exalted virtue. Tbe people, who eiEem^ 
<}Ut to ^tDess this politieai martyrdom, folIow^ 
the yietim with eyes inoistened with tears, eyerf 
eoantenanee manifesting the deepest afflictioQ 
and sympathy. To the foot of tbe sei^ld 
nothing was heard but the tnmipling of the 
fe^ and now and then the Toioe of the monk, 
administering the last eonsolations of religion. 
Amved at the pl^ee of exeeution, the fiscal 
veque6ted the General to kneel befcMre the un* 
fiirled standaids, and ihe military who. were 
formed rouod the scaffi>ld, and then read an a 
loud Yoiee the eharge and sentenee pronminoed 
against the eulprit. This done, he (»xlered 
the soldiiers to put tbe hat on the General, 
and gird aroimd him the sword, whieh they 
had brought vnth them from the prison, after 
whieh the drums beat adouble time, and'then 
the deepest silenee reigned around. 

^^ By the generous merey of the king," 
said th^ maj(x o{ arms to Porlier, ia a loud 
aiid distinet voice^ ^^ you were permitted to "p^A 
on your hat before his royal standards, thinking 
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thatyou might^ by an honourable eonduet, he 
esititled to 8uch a tnark of distinGtion; but 
now his justice eommands, that you be depriyed 
afit^ 

' ' Here a soldier took the hat, and threw k 
down, and the major ordered, that the sword 
ghould also be taken from him, adding, — 
*^This sword, whieh you girded in honour 
of the king, was given to you to use against 
his enemies, and defend his justice and au- 
thority ; but now it shall be broken, on aeeount 
of your erime, to serve as an example to all, and 
a disgraee to yourself ." 

The sword was then thrown down to be 
broken, and the major, making a sign to the 
soldiers, said — ^^Let him be stripped of hi^ 
uniform, whieh served to confound him with 
those who wear it wortbily^'' — Then turning to 
the grenadiers, added, — " Sinee his majesty'sju8* 
tiee does not permit that this man's heavy erime 
$hould remaiii unpunished, let his body suAPer 
the penalty of death, and may 6od have merey 
on his soul." 
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This said, the tunie usuaUy nrom by male- 
faetors, was brought to the eulprit, that he 
inight die in it ; but PorHer begged to be 
aJlowed to put on instead a great eoat, whibh 
'a servant of his Bad brought there^ and whieh 
he had worn during the whole of the late eaoK 
paign. This request being granted, he walked * 
^th a finn step to the foot of the 8caffold, 
where he knelt down befbre the monk, who 
ooyered him with his 4oak, while he made his 
last confession, or as it is calle4 reeoneiliation. 
It was while he was thus covered that he de>* 
livered to the monk his dying injunctions« for 

• These were given in a letter, the eontents of whieh aie 
known only to Madame Porlier. This lady, who was pas- 
sionately attaehed to her husband» had the iirmness and 
resolution to spare her husbandthe agonizing sceneofa 
last farewell. Aware to what extremes her afi^ti6n might 
have earried her, she remained at home fervently praying 
for him; but notwithstanding her apparent resignation» 
ytbsa the executioners of her husband brought to her the 
key of the coffin, whieh eontained his mortal remains, she 
tied it round her neek, and from thtt hour to this, she haa 
remainedin a state of insanity. 
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•his widow, after whieh be me, and» ba^tening 
to the scaffold, mouuti^ the step^ witb tbp 
€Ofurage and alaerity of one wbo goe^ to resa^ 
hifi life for \ds eountry. Tbe rope being fa$r 
lened roupd bi3 neek, mi tbe last pray^ 
endtd, bis assaasiris uttered the ery o!^ *^ Loag 
live the King!^ the drusn beat ioudly, and 
the hero was preeipitat^ frpm tbe beam to 
whieh he renudned suspended.* 

* The horrible manner Qf executin^ gin^iaals In Spain 
by hanging, eorresponds with the barbaipus form of it^ 
govemment. The height of the seaSbldiog is about 
twenty-fiTe feet froQi the ground. it eonsists of a beam 
laid oyer two posts, against the middle part of whieh are 
two Aigbts of steps, one for the eulprit and tbe otiier for 
.the deigyman. When the former reaehes Ihe top, he sit^ 
two or three steps below the^beam« and the executioner on 
the l^m itself^ with his legs OTer the should^ of the eul* 
prity to whoae neek he fa8t^s one end of the rope, and tbe 
other end to the beam. No sooner the usual prayer is QYpf, 
th^o he huris the eulprit from the gallowsy and throwi 
him8elf 8fter him, and mounted on his shoulders rises and 
Mlsfor some instants» while his son or his apprentiee ptilk 
the legs of the eonyiet» ailer whieh he slips down, laaviiig 
the man*s llBtee uneo'yeredy and horribly distorted. 
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Thus ended this dreadful drama, worthy in 
every respeet of the French reign of terror, and 
of that of Ferdinand VII. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



What eqaal torment to the griefe of minde 
And pyning anguish hid in gentle heart, 

That inly feeds itseir with thoughts ankinde, 
And noorisheth her own eonsaming smart ? 
Wbat medieine ean any leeeh's art 

yield sueh a sore, that doth her grievance hide 
And will to none her maladie impart ? 

SPBirSBB. 



In detailing, as we haye done, the last mo 
ments of Porlier, we are aware of haying 
di^yiated from the eommon traek of noyel wriu 
ing, in not eonneeting that eyent with the rest 
of oui* narratiye, by introdueing our hero, or 
even his seryant^ in some shape or other to 
those seenes; but the truth is, that we do not 




« " "-1— «■' g«™ 



^ 



TH£ FaE£MASON. SSl 

aee how tluB eould haiye been efiected, for the 
good people in whose house he had taken shel- 
ter were so anxious about his safety, that they 
would not allow him to stir abroad, and the 
better to remoye all temptation, had taken the 
extraordinary preeaution of loeking him in a 
room, at the door of whieh Roque had been 
requested to keep sentry, and repel any effort 
his master might make to eseape irom his eon- 
finement. Thus then the one a prisoner, and 
the other his keeper, we must haye altogether 
eonitted those details, whieh we did not think it 
proper to do, or haye ' eommitted' the sin of 
representing facts otherwise than they really 
ooeurredy whieh neither our estahlishedeharaeter 
for yeradty and aeeuraey, nor the strietness x>f 
our prindples at all permitted. Our readers» 
therefore, will do us the justice to beheye, that 
we are not ignorant of the nature of tlie task 
we haye undertaken, and moreoyer that we 
will notagain eommit sueh a deyiation from the 
established rules of this spedes of writing. 
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esospt when eompeiled to do so by esLtraordinary 
eases like the above. With this assuraDee, we 
shall Dow proeeed with our narrative. 

We hear it often asserted» that the exercise of 
auihority is very sweet. For our part we have 
npt had tbe pleasure of proving this axiom by 
personal experience ; but if we may judge by 
the self-satisfied looks of our fiiend Roque, and 
the self-importance whieh the power of eontioulr 
mg his master's aetions seemed to confer on him^ 
there must be some tnUh in it. — ^^ He will be 
hr happier under my eontroul than under his 
own,'* said he to himsel^^ as he paeed leisurely 
befcMre the door of the loom in whieh his master 
was loeked. ^' Had I thought of bolting him 
into some plaee wheu we reaehed Logrono the 
$i8t time, ndther he nor I woukl have been 

inoessantly wandering about the eountry to eome 
to GaUeia to eat plehards, drink bad wine, and 
nin our nedks into a halter.'' 

*^ Boque," eried his master, ^* for God's sake 
lei me out of this den. My senriees may be 
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wanting somewhere else. You have now kept 
me bere a whole week, and I know nothing of 
what has happened to the General smee his arri- 
val at Goruna." 

*' Things whieh you ean neither eontroul nor 
mend,*' said Roque ; " it matters little whether 
you know them or not. As for your services, 
Qobody wants them, and 'tis betier for you to 
be where you are." 

'^ But, sirrah ! I will stay here no longer," 
tiried his master, striking the door with his 
f oot. 

" Don't you make a noise, I beg of you," 
Said Roque, in an authoritative tone, *' 'tis better 

r 

you should be our prisoner than the king'^s.'" 
" You are an insolent raseal,'' said his master, 

*' atid i'U break all your bones for you, the first 

instant I eome out." 

" I'll take good eare you don't eome out in 

a hurry, though," returned Roque. 

" And by what authority do you presume to 

keep me here, and dietate to me as you do, you 

seoundrel.^" 
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*' By my own sovereign will," answered Roqu^ 
** whieh you must also know I ean enforce/' 

^' Is there any wreteh more unfortunate than 
I am ? Perseeuted by the whole world, must I 
endure also the impertinenee and tyranny of a 
8ervant ? — By heavens you shall rue your inao- 
lenee, traitor and slave !'' 

•* If you are perseeuted it is your own fault,** 
said his guard. ^' Nobody asked you to eome 
to Galieia to play off the ehampion of liberty. 
Had you remained in that snug plaee in A$tu- 
rias, where you eould fear neither kingnor devil, 
it is eertain you would not be in jeopardy, nor 
I a eentinel at this door. But sinee you have 
oourted danger, you must bear with the eonse- 
quences.'* i 

** Well, Roque, I will allow you would have 
spent a pleasanter lime of it in Asturias than in 
Galieia, and ate and drank to your heart's 
eontent, whieh is all you seem to eare about» ' 
siud his master ; ^^ but, for heaven^s sake let me 
out, and I promise you we shall immediately set 
off for Tuna — Come, you need not be airaid of 
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my.breaking your head, I glve you my word 
forit-" 

This was indeed a bribe ; but whether Boqu€ 
had now taken a gusto for playing the lord^ or 
whether he really eonsulted his master^s safety, 
both of whieh impulses might very well exist 
together,Jt is eertain he would not listen to any 
proposition that might suspend his functions. 
Aeeordingly he assured his master, that the 
seareh made after him was very striet, and be 
must make up his mind to remain eoneealed till 
the storm had a little abated, whieh he hoped 
would be the ease shortly, as the unfortunate 
Porlier had fallen a victim on that very day. 

This melaneholy intelligenee, Roque endea- 
Toured to preface in words whieh he meant 
ehould alleviate its bitterness; but as he was 
rather unfortunate in the manner of executing 
his task, it produeed the eontrary edeet. Then 
his aeeount of Porher'^s last moments, too, was 
given with all the minuteness of detail, in whieh 
he was so fond of indulging, as well as with nume- 
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lous TeAeetions of his own, with whieh be 
inyariably embellished his narratiyes^ and whieh 
oDold oot fail to raider the sad news more 
painiul to his senatiye master. 

Aiker paying an abundant tribute of tears to 
wotth and patriotism thus sacrificed, Sando^al 
buTst out into bitter reproadies against Ins host 
and senrant, for hayingkept him confined, whei^ 
he roight haye been employed in finding the 
means of preventing his friend''s execution, whieh 
he, in his despair, thought might easily have been 
done, by a bold effort at a reseue, from a few 
brave patriots. — **'Tis only you and the host 
who are his assassins,^ said he, as he paeed hur- 
riedly the room, ^^ my vengeance shall first fall 
on your heads, traitors and slaves that you are ! 
ni tear your eowardly hearts from your bosoms, 
and east them at the villains who have eom- 
mandedthatpatriot*sassassination ! Byheavens! 
let me see your mean faces onee, and the w(»'ld 
shall be rid of a oouple of monsters far more hurt- 
ful than the tyrants who domineer over the land !^ 
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Of eourse sueh an insinuating diseourse as 
this, was not the most likely to produee bis 
release ; on the eontrary, Roque, who knew 
his master well, was of opinion that a confine- 
ment of a few days more, during whieh no eom- 
munieation ought to be held with him, was the 
most effectual way to eool his anger, and bring 
him to his senses ; " for,'^ said he, ** though 
they are greatly seattered, reflection will aid 
him in pieking them up." 

This regimen preseribed, it was adhered to 
with serupulous steadiness, and the i^sue proved 
the physieian's skill and knowledge of ^ the 
disease. 

A few days after, when Sandoyal's anger had 
so materially subsided, that Roque thought 
proper to resign the important post he had as- 
sumed, after exacting from him a promise that 
h6 would not show himself in publie during 
the day-time, a letter arrived for our hero from 
bis eorrespondent at Logrono, the eontents of 
whieh we shall lay before oiu* readerls. 

V0L. IT. d 
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" LogroHOy Oetober Isi^ 1815. 

** My Deae Fri£nd. — Agreeably to your 
wish, I write again to aend you all the informar 
tion I have been able to eolleet on the subject 
whieh so deeply engages your thpughts. It 
M'ould have been for me a real pleasure, had 
my newa been of a more eheering natiute ;' but 
as this is not in my power, you must be eontent 
with my sineerest sympathy, and take things as 
Frovidence ordains them. 

^* Having sought an interview with Bosa, 
who still eontiuues at Don Antonio's house, I 
found that the poor girl had been unable to see 
Gabriela alone, to deliver the letter you had 
sent for her. Consequently, I determined to try 
what I myseir eould do to serve you, I eon- 
fess I was mueh perplexed how to aet, for I 
had to tread on forbidden ground. However, 
I went often into the ehureh of the convent, 
and plaeed myself elose by the grating, with the 
hope of fixing Gabriela's attention, and by 
some sign intknate to her that I had something 
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io impart, after whiehy I thought I might trust 
to her own ingenuity to fiBd out the Daeans of 
proeuring me an interview; but a difficulty 
-arose, whioh rendered the experiment in some 
degree hazardous. In easting a rapid glanoe at 
the two files of nuns who eomposed the eom- 
munity, I was puzzled to discover the object of 
my quest; for I had seen her but twiee or 
thriee previous to her entering the convent, and 
the uniformity of dress, together with the altera^ 
tion whieh the attire makes in the features, ren- 
dered my imperieet knowledge still more uneer- 
tain. My eyes often fixed themselves on a 
young nun, who was the last but one among 
the novices. The air of meekness and fervent 
devotion that riveted her eyes to the ground, 
without permitting them to be lifted onee during 
. her orations, and the resignation observabIe in 
her pale eountenanee, seemed to indieate that it 
was Gabriela. Still I had my doubts, for I 
eould hardly conceive how so gentle and pure a 
being should ^nd in need of that fervour, that 
intensity of devotion, that abstraetion from 

q2 
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earthly things, in whieh she seemed plunged, 

and whieh more peealiarly belonged to. those 
who had giyen up all thoughts of re-appearing 
on the stage of the world ; a resolution whieh, 
knowing her aiFection for you, I had some pain 
in believing she eould have formed. 

*'In rising from the ground, though the 
general outline of her shape was eoneealed by 
tae seapulary, I thought I eould see in her 
light and slender figure, and in her deportment 
full of graee and dignity, some further indiea- 
tions that led me to believe it eould be no other 
than Gabriela herself. The melaneholy softness 
of her pale eountenanee, that threw over her 
oval ' face and delieate features an inexpressible 
eharm, and the brillianey of her large dark 
eyes, .convinced me at last of her identity. I 
left the ehureh, my mind mueh struek with thifs 
sainted beauty, eertain that it was your beloved 
mistress, but a little apprehensive for you, lest 
tbe nuns had aetiially made a prosely te of her. . 

" Next day I retumed, and did all I eould 
to attraet her attention ; but so oompletely wai^ 
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she wrapt up in her meditatibns, that I failed 
in my endeayours. On tlie following day a iit 
of eoughing seized me, and she looked for the 
first time towards the plaee I oeeupied. Im- 
mediately I 8eized the moment, and made a sign 
to her with my hand, whieh, however, she did 
Bot obserye ; but haying now found the means 
of announeing myself, on the foIlowing morn- 
ing the fit seized me, and she persisting in not 
looking towwds me, my eough grew eonsi- 
deralily worse, till I sueeeeded in giving her to 
understand that her eyes alone eould sof ten its 
inveteracy, The first time slie observed it, her 
pallid eheeks assumed a most vivid rose eolour, 
and her eyos were east down for a long half 
hour ; but then they tumed themselves towards 
me of thelr own accord« I did not negleet to 
shew her the letter; her eheek beeame more 
Aushed than the first time, and I observed her 
eyes wander about in sueh a manner as indi- 
eated the agitation of her mind. It was impos- 
sible for her to mistake my purpose. An elderly 
man, dressed in a peasanf s attire, eould not be 
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himseir the gwain ; he must he a messengery 
and his message— froia whom eould it oome but 
from you ? 

'^ Thus, doubtless, she reasoned ; but I saw 
by her a^tation, that she had no means in her 
power to proeure me an interyiew, or eyen an 
opportunity of delivering the letter. Gonse- 
quently I lost no time in seeking the means 
mysel^, and a^ter yarious deliberatiems hit upon 
one whieh appeared to me the best, and whi«di 
eei'tainly sueeeeded beyond my e^peetations. I 
had oibseryed that the apartments of the d^ 
mandadera^ of the eonyent were so plaeed that 
one eould Iiaye aeeess to them at any time ; and 
besideSy looked iuto an ihterior yard of the eon- 
yent. As eyents might render it neeessary for 
me to introduee myself into it, to explain to, 
and reeeiye exp}anations from Gabriela, a yisit 
to the demandadera was indispensable, and I 
went immediately to hee lodging. 

'* To giye you an idea of what these women 

* A female semtnt of tbe ntmnedes. . 
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are, I shall transeribe here the little dialogue I 
held with ber, * Ave Maria Purissima,^ ex- 
elaimed I, as I entered her abede. 

** ' Sin peeado eoneebida^ was the answer. 

** ' May I, sister, beg a favour of you, if it 
should not interfere with your duties ?' 

" « Speak, brother, and ril tell you.' 

** ' I bring a letter for a young lady of the 
name of Dona Gabriela Lanza, whieh I wish 
should be de]ivered to her without the know- 
ledge (ji the mothar abbess, or of any one 
else.' 

^^ < And what does that letter eontain whieh 
requires sueh esOraordinary preeautions as render 
it a sin for me to deliver it? I wager it is no- 
thiog good,^ said she with a malidous smile, 
and then added, ^ besides, it is the last perKHL 
to whom I would dare to.convey a messag«;. 
for Father Lobo — ^you know Father Lobo — ^has 
Ibrbidden it under pain of esoommunieation.^ 

^* Here she gave me a detail of the steps 
taken by that wily monk to prevent the least 
eommunieation between Gabrwla^and the warld. 
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to whieh she added numeroiis aneedotes re^ 
speedn^ him and the nuns, not verjr ereditable 
to either ; and^ lasdy, the whole history of her 
Ufe, whieh I do not repeat, beeause I haye no 
mind to inflict penanee on you ; but by whieh 
I found that an immoderate fcmdness for fiat- 
tery, and a eupidity still more immoderate, were 
her ruling passions. I took eare to profit by 
this knowledge, and gaye her as mueh of the 
fir8t as might haye surfeited a mind eyen ac- 
eustomed to the largest doses, and aAerwards^ 
^uUing out my purse, and emptying its (X)n-. 
tents into my hand, I took a g<dd dobloon 
and pres^ted it to her. ' Here, sister,^ said ly 
^ take this, for I see you are not fed like the 
mother abbess, and you look to me in want of a, 
new seapulary. At the same time, you are sueh 
a kind-hearted ereature, that I know you will 
deliyer this letter to Dona Gabriela unknow^ to 
any one^ a thing as easy for you to do, as to 
gain one's good opinion.^ 

" * Jesus ! hrothw",' exclaimed she, her eyes 
daneing with joy at the sight of the gold, ' you 
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«re sueh a Aatterer, that there is no refu8idg 
you what you ask ; but I must know first what 
tlie letter eontains/ 

^^ ^ T eannot tell you, for this simple reason^ 
— that I don^t know it myself ; but be sure, that 
another gold doUoon awaits you if you proeur^ 
me an answer to that letter/ 

^^ * You are so pressing, that I fancy I must 
obey you. Well, then, retum this eyening, and 
I pledge mysdf you shall reeeiye an answ^, or 
I am not worthy of being a demandadera.^ 

^^ ^ I see, sister, that your prudenee has been 
more than onee put to the test, on little oeea- 
sions of this kind.^ 

^^ * Bless your soul, I wish I had as many 
dobloons as J have taken biliet-doux from the 
eommunity! Between you and roe, few, ex- 
eept the uoyiees and yei^ young nuns, are with- 
out their bit of a loye ; but then, it is always 
with thdr €onfessors, preaehers, and sueh saintly 
eharaeters, and neyer with gay and profane 
libertines. Eyen to-day my feet aehe already 

a 3 



Hrith eanyi^g redMdoi^ from the yarious nuDts to 
the different oonyents, but they are unproStidile 
enough for me. Would you believe that none 
of the father8 had the eommon civility to say, 
there is a real towards buying you a seapulary? 
*Tis a fact ; but it is always so with those fat 
friars, who think of i^othing but fi]llng their 
bellies, and gratifying their appetites, without 
ever thinking, eren as it were by mistak^ 6f 
irewarding our seryiees. I wish to^ God I had 
always sueh eustomers aa you.' 

^^ ^ What ! notwithstanding the exoomminii. 
eation ?* said I, as I wished her a good morn*. 
ing. 

« < Even so,^ she replied, looking eompla- 
eently on the dobloon, < for 111 take good 
eare no one knows it^ mudi less Eather Lobo.'* 

^^ Ah, my dear friend, what easy morality 
gold begets : If there werein the very bowels 
of the earth a dungeon, whose gates were 

* Ck)mplimentary errands and loye mes^es. 
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guarded by mortals, gold wojuld s^pii eause 
them to be opened. 

^^ In sendiag your letter to Gabriela, I took 
eare to enelose one whieh I had writt^ .a|qprift- 
ing her of the friendship that unites us, and of 
your de^re that she should grant me an inter* 
"riew. The answer whieh I reeeiyed firoQi her 
was eouehed.in language whieh I found very 
difficult to understand. She talked of you as 
of a being who was still dear to her ; but whose 
eapriee and injustice towards ber had nearly 
driven her to despair, and indueed her to yield 
at last to her mother^s wish, and take the vpws 
that would oonsign her to the eloister for the 
remainder of her days» What that injustice 
was, she did n6t explain ; indeed there was' a 
yagueness, nay a wiidness of eKpresgion^ whieh 
rendered the whole ahnost unintelli^ble. From 
that, and several abrupt transitions from tender- 
ness to anger, I feared her mind had fallen a 
prey to s(Hne of those fatai influences with whieh 
the atmosphere of a convent is infected. After 



348 SAKBOYAt; OK9 

mueh heatation, however, she permitted me to 
find out the means of seeing her alone. 

^^ I went immediately to tbe demandadera'*^ ta 
try if I eould preTail on her to allow me t€> 
draw out, during tbe night, the nails that fastened 
the small iron grate of the window of her apart- 
ments, and by means of a rope ladder make my 
desoent into the interior yard of the eonrent, 
to whieb aeeess may be bad by a door adpinin^ 
the eloister. 

** The demandadera, to enbanee tbe faTour, 
made a great many diBieulties, but they all 
gave way to the eIoquence of gold, and I in- 
formed Gabriela of the sueeess of my operations, 
entreating ber, by the love you bore ber, to 
meet me at the end 6f the eloister on the follow- 
ing night at twelve o^eloek. My request was 
granted, and an hour before the time appointed^ 
I took to my boat, and rowed away to tbat 
part of the town where tbe convent is situated. 

^^ Unfortunately a sentry had been ppsted on 
the quay where I intended landing, and I was 
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oompelled to take a dreuitous route, whieh de^ 
layed me at least half an hour. On reaehing 
the convent, I found the demandadera true to 
her promise^ and she admitted me into her apart- 
ment. Having fixed the ladder, I deseended 
and walked towards the door that eommunieated 
with the eloister. I lifted the lateli, and push- 
ing the door gently, it opened. This was a 
proof that Gabriela had already beenthere. Not- 
withstanding the obseurity of the plaee, I did 
not hesitate to enter, and groped about in 
the dark, wHispering her name; but no one 
answered. In tuming one of the angles of the 
doister, I perceived the glimmerings of a light 
at the farthest end, and direeted my steps to- 
wards it in hopes of finding her there. As I 
passed along the eolonade, feeling now on one 
side, and then on the other, I touehed some of 
the statues of saints in their niehes. T have never 
had many superstitious notions; but I confess 
that ihe gloom of the plaee, the deep silenee 
that reigned around, whieh only the riistling of 
the leaves of some trees in the garden of the 
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doister ooeaaioiiall j intemipted, and maee than 
ally the fact of £nJ&Dg my8elf in a coave&t ct 
itmis, a aaerikge to whieh the inquiaticm would 
awaid its dioieeBt toeineiitS) filled my iniagimu 
tioii with a thoosand yague terrors. I eontinued, 
however, to adTanee towards the light, whose 
glimmenngs nowlieeame more yisible. It hmg 
before a eanred figure of Ghrist, as large as Me^ 
the eyes of whidi followed me whether I mo¥ed 
li^t or left, and seemed to forbid my intrudiDg 
any fiirther. 

^' At this moment I heard eautious steps ad* 
yand^g towards the plaee I had reaehed. I 
sUq[yped a while to aseertain who was eoming, 
and heard distinetly the footsteps of two persons. 
I hastened to hide myself bdiind one of the 
odumns adjoining the garden,.and to my utter 
sorprise and dismay, saw fiom thenee Father 
Lobo, holding a lantem in one hand, and with 
the other leading by the arm your Imther 
Fennin, who at every step he made, shook 8o 
Tiolently diat I thoi^ht h^ must haye simk to 
the earth. As they eame opposite the crudfix» 
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Feirmiti east his ^yes on it, and eitelaittied — ^^ I 
ean go no furtber, father, tet me go baek, for 
Gud's sake. — See, see^ father^ he stares at me 
with angry and reproaeMul looks ! 

" * Who does, ibolish youth ?' enquired the 
ttonk. 

*^ ^ He who is on the eross. Ah ! I heai 
him talk ! What does he say ? Tell me, fatber) 
tellme.* 

^^ ^ You are mad/ said the monk. ^ I com« 
mand you to tarry not an instant, but follov 
me.^ 

^^ ^ I eannot, father, I eannot ! — Hark ! He 
says I am a monster of sin ! — a fratricide ! — 6od 
of merey ! he p(»nts, he points !— the gates of 
hell stand open, I see the torm^ts of the 
damned !* 

^^ At these words *I perceived him tremble 
yiolently, heave a deep groan, and fall heatily 
on the stone floor. I eould hardly refpress tbe 
impulse of rushing to his assistanee, partieularly 
when I heard the brutal monk say, ^ eurse tbe 
superstitious fool !^ while endeavouri^g to 
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raise his head from the ground, he let it fall 
again, finding he had fainted away; but the' 
danger of my own situation Aashed aeross my 
brain, and I remained in my eoneeaiment^ 
breathing painf uUy. 

^^ Meantime the monk paeed about ,tbe 
doister uttering wrathful expressions against 
the unhappy Fermin, who lay stretehed on tbe 
ground, and eursing his own folly, for haying 
brought him there, to run the risk of haying all 
his plans discovered. Presently, howeyer, he 
took Fermm^s hat and fanned his faee, tiU he 
saw him gradually recovering from his swoon. 
He then knelt one knee on the ground, and 
raising up his body supported it with the 
other, entreating him to eoUeet his senses, and 
oonsiderhe laboured under a delusion — ^ Am Inot 
withyou/ added he, * why thenshould youfear the 
wrath of Him who direets our aetions ? Are they 
not rightful andinnoeent, — nay, worthy of his true 
aenrimts? Believe me he approves of them. More- 
over, Gabriela willUsten favourabIy to your wishes. 
She begins now to see the sinfulness of her 
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fonner pAssiony thanks to the good nuns, who 
have ineessantly laboured to convince her of 
her errors. The time of her probation will 
soon be over, and then you may confidently 
look forward to years of happiness ; but, mean^ 
time, the plan agreed to is indispensable, the 
better to ensure her affection.' 

"*Your words, father, are a balm to my 
wounded heart,' said Fermin faintly ; * but my 
eonseienee disapproves the seMshness that im- 
pels me to aet eontrary to brotherly aSeetion^ 
and Ghristian eharity. Is it right to sacrifice to 
my own passion that of my brojher? — Is it 
right to seduee from him the love of a woman 
who was his plighted spouse? — Is.it right or 
generous to take advantage of l\is misfortunes 
to press upon her my ownsuit ? — My eonseienee 
whispers— no! though my heart would fain 
persuade me to it.^ 

" * And is it right,' eried the monk, to 
permit the pure, the innoeent Gabriela, to 
beeome the prey of Satan, by eneouraging her 
to persevere in nursing a paasion pregnant with 
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danger to the fiitare saIvation of her soul? 
Doyou boast of being a Christian, and yet 
hemtate in maldng a saeriSee to whieh the 
finger of God is pointing? — Sbame on yoor 
weakness, worldly youth/ 

<< ^ Ahis, £ither, I eould lay down my Iife 
without an instant''s hesitadon. But this seems 
not a sacrifioe to me, it is rather the treaeherous 
deed of a masked assassin. It is stabbing a 
brother to the heart, whilst he slumbers in 
aeeurity.^ 

^ ' Time presses,* said the monk ; < resolye 
either to adranee and snateh Gabrida &om 
tlie grasp of Satan^ or retraee your steps, and 
snk into irretrieyable perdition.^ 

<<Fermin nghed deeply, and then lising 
said, — ^ To our trial, then ; and do thou, diyine 
ehrist,' (uphHting his joined haiids to the mi- 
cifix) ^guide me through tbis dubious path, 
and enhghten my weak and fallible judgment* 

^^ Saying this, they both proeeeded in Ae 
same direetiem I had juBt eome, and I took the 
opportunity to regain the doister. But whith^ 
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to direet my steps P was the first reflection I 
made. To go baek by the same way I eame 
was to expose myselT to meet the monk and 
Fermin. Besides, I was not quite eertain I 
should find the door through whieh I gained 
admittanee. The wisest plan appeared to be 
that I sbould see if there were not some other 
door leading to the yard. I then walked 
forward in seareh of it, and in eoming to 
iinother angle, obseryed a little door opening. 
into a long and narrow passage, lighted by a 
few lamps that hung from its yaulted roof set 
Yarious distanees. It immediately struek me 
that it must be the way through whieh Per- 
min and the monk had entered, and by whidi 
I might easily leave the eonyent. Full of this 
idea I entered the passage, and reaehed the 
otber end pf it^ when I saw another door, 
eoinmunieating with the lower ehoir of the 
ehureh. In entering it, I perceived by the 
krge lamp that burned in the middle of it^ 
that the little door, through whieh the new 
nuns are admitted^ was (^n. Rejoiced' at 
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this diseoYery, I hastened to it, and soon ailter 
found myself in the nave of the ehureh. I 
lost no time in proeeeding to the piineipal 
entranee, but to my great disappointment . I 
found the door shut ; I tried the side one ; 
but it vas only to meet a seeond disappoint- 
ment. 

" I now began for the first time to reflect on 
tlie imprudenee I had eommitted in penetrating 
so {ar into the eonyent* I dared no longer 
retraee. my steps to the eloister, for fear of 
meeting the monk on his retum; but there 
was danger also in my remaining in the ehureh. 
Uneertain how to aet, I stood leaning against 
one of the pillars that support the upper ehok, 
when I heard the light and hasty tread of some 
person above my head. I listaied with bteath* 
]jBSS auxiety, and my ear eaught the.plaintiye and 
broken sounds of a female voice^ I eould distin* 
guish these words — * Beset on eyery.sideby ene- 
mies, give me^ oh divine Jesus ! fortitude to bear 
their repeated insults. Priendless^ and forsaken 
by all the world, be* thou my comforter. Save 
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me from the snares of the wieked'^ and from 
the latent and insiduous suggestions of the 
evil spirit, sinee a eloister does - not suffice to 
shelter me from evil maehinations, nor the work- 
ings of my own passions/ 

*' Thus far had the reeluse proeeeded in her 
prayer, when the footsteps of more than one 
person fast approaehing, interrupted her, and 
I heard the tremulous voice of Fermin saying, 
— * Gabriela, forgive this seeond intrusion ; I am 
wretehed and distraeted. I hardly know w hat 
I said to you just now ; but, believe, that in 
thus disturbing the quiet of your retreat, I am 
aetuated only by the purest motives. Heaven 
knows that your future welfare alone has urged 
me .to do and say that whieh everything the 
world eontains, its pleasures, and its joys, eould 
not bave tempted me to.' 

" * Enough, enough,' said Gabriela, * I pity 

you, and believe you ineapable of an evil 
thought. I wish I eould say as mueh of 
others.' (Here I heard a humph! and a stamp- 
ing of the foot, whieh if I am not mistak^n 
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proeeeded from Fatber Lobo) — *But withdraw,' 
added she, * and presuipe not again to intnide 
into my seelusion. I must take time to reflect 
>on what has fallen from your lips, and you shall 
then reeeiye an answer.^ 

" * Heavenbless you l Gabriela," said Fermin, 
as he retraeed his steps, aeeompanied by those 
of the monk, both of whieh died gradually 
away upon my ear. Gabriela theu eontinued 
praying fervently ; but the idea that the monk 
and Fermin were probably on their way to the 
ehureh, made me take the resolution of getting 
into one of the side ehapels, to avoid being seen, 
and her voice beeame inaudible. Presently I 
heard their distant footsteps gradually approaeh- 
ing, and the ereaking noise of tlie doors turning 
on their hinges, and^ their loeks fastening, till 
at last they reaehed the last door of the ehoir, 
whieh they also loeked, proeeeding afterwards 
towards the saeristy, from whieh I now reeol- 
leeted there was a door that led out ; but that 
tpo was shut soon after, and I remained loeked 
in without the possibility of eseape. 
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*^ In this unpleasant situation, I had no «Iter- 
native but to remain eoneealed where I wa» 
until morning, when the door of the ehureh 
should be opened; but on hearing still Ga- 
Iniela's whispers, I thought.of profiting by this 
opportunity to speak to her. Aeeordingly, 
leaving my retreat, I hastened to that part of 
the diureh in front of tbe eboir, where my voice 
eould be best beard.— * DoSa Gabriela !^ whis- 

^' * Heavens V exclaimed she, * a voice ealling 



me !' 



" * Be not startled, it is Anselmo's.' 
*^ * Profane man !' she eried, after a little 
pause, * if it be you, let me say that this is not 
the plaee to talk to me. You failed in your 
appointment, though I suspeet you meant to 
add fresh insults to those of him w'ho sent you. 
God knows I did not deserve it at his hands ; 
and he, too, knows that he wrongs me by his 
unfounded suspieions. But sinee his wish is to 
be Ibrgotten, tell him 1*11 do my utmost to obey 
'him, were my heart to break in the attempt. 
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and that it will break he may be eertain. Tell 
him so ; it will be a eonsolation to him. Ob, 
my God ! eould I ever have believed this of 
him/ 

'^ Her sobs now mingled so mueh with her 
words that I eould not eateh their meaning; 
but when I perceived them abate a little I 
tried to explain the motives that had delayed 
my arrival, and the extraordinary mistake 
under whieh she laboured respeeting your af- 
fection towards her; but no sooner had I . 
mentioned your name, than she bid me not 
profane the plaee by uttering it again. — 'I 
have his own words/ she added, ^and they 
suffice for me. I ean say no more,— nay, I will 
say no more ; and do not attempt again to dis- 
turb the little peaee I enjoy, by intruding your 
presenee or your letters upon me !' 

" Saying this she Ieft the ehoir, and I remained 
perfectly bewildered at what I had heard. 

** As I do not know what you may have said 
in your letter to her, I eannot judge how far 
^he is right in thus giving vent to her indignar 
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Uun, nor what other seeret motiyes may urge 
her to express herselT in terms of sueh deep 
affliction and despair. From your letters to me, 
I suspeet there is no foundation for anything of 
the sort; and that some deep laid plan of the wily 
monk alone has produeed this strange and fatal 
ehahge. I'U endeavour to discover it before my 
departure for Madrid, whieh is now settled; 
but meanwhile keep up your spirits, and do not 
waste your time ia useless regrets. Her aSee- 
tion for you seems to me unimpaired, whatever 
the monk may have doue to erush it. There- 
fore, while this is the ease, you ought not to 
give way to despondeney ; and reeolleet, that 
your father and your eountry, now more than 
ever, require your services, and the full use of 
your faculties. 

'^ Your sincerelv attaehed friend* 
"Akselmo." 
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ALbm t %ls moRi« and here I sit alone— 
Be stnog my soul, and part witbout a groan T 
RnAans, proeeed ! Adala'ne'er ahaH swerre, 
Ptepare tbe raek, aad strain eaeh aehiog nerve r 

The eomphitU, An Ameriemn Edogne, 

GBBeOBY. 



The perusal of the focego]ng letter eseited 
in Sandoyal's breast the most anxious forebod- 
ingSi resp^ting the final issue of the yillanow 
maehinalions. set on foot by that most inTeterate 
of all his enemies, the Friar Lobo ; but the most 
distraeting thought for him was, the total im« 



possibility of his immediate retum to Logrono, 
to prove to Gabriela, that, sinee his brother^s 
»qplanation, he had never harboured or uttered 
the least eomplsdnt against her, nor entertained 
the least suspieion. After torturing his mind 



fer houi« together, to deTise some plaii by whieh 
he migbt infom Gabriela of hu umiltered and 
unalteraUe attadbtment, he eame to the resolution 
of writmg to FerHiiii5 and making a forcible 
appeal to his eonseienee, honour, and brotberly 
affection. This idea he thought a happy one, 
fbr his brother^s heart was always aliye to gene- 
rous impulses; and his sense of justice and 
prineiple was too great to saeriSee to his own 
passions^ the happbess of one whom he so ten- 
derly Ioved; he, tberefore, lost no time in writing 
to him aletter, in wbieh hisfeelings werepatheti- 
eally displayed, eyery en^gy of his soul being 
bent on produeing th^ deepest impresaion« 

Having fulfilled this task to his 8ati£faction» 
he turned in hia mind what he was to do next* 
Tlie executioi;^ of Porlier bad been followed by 
numerous arrests. New searehes were makmg 
erery day» tor diseoyer the rest of the iugitiyes, 
and it wasnot improbable that he might himself 
fall into the hands of his enemies» were he to 
eontinue a resident in that eity. To ayoid this, 
he resolred to depart for Madnd^ where be was 
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more likely to eseape the en^uiiies made after 
him. Having fonned this resolution, be liberalty 
rewarded his patriotie and faithfiil host, and 
taking an afiectionate leaye' of him» set off on his 
^oumey, aeeompanied by his trusty squir€^ in 
the same disguise as they had used on ooming 
to Galieia. 

During their long and tedious joumey^ nothing 
oeeurred that may deserve honourable mention 
in our narrative, their simple mode of travelling 
preventing the suspieions whieh they would 
otherwise have ndsed. 

Having left behiDd th^n the lofty hills, and 
deep valleys of Galida, the former erowned with 
oak, walnut, ehesnnt, and hazel trees, and the 
latter so generally well cultivated, picturesque, 
and beautiful, produeing abundanee of wheat 
«nd oats, maize, millet, flaxy hemp, pulse, 
lemons, apples, and other fruits, and in some 
plaees vine, our two travellei'S entered the king* 
dom of Leon, more level and fruitful than 
Galida, though somewhat less cultivated; but 
eontaining a great number of beautiful fields. 
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good pasturages, large fertile yalleys, whieh pro* 
.duoe a quantity of grain, wheat^ barley, wine^ 
&aXy yegetables and good fruit& Its mountains 
are also covered with trees of different kindsy 
and eontain mines of iron, eopper, lead, mineral 
watersy &c. while in its meadows pasture a great 
number of mules, famous througliout the king- 
dom^aswell^sheepandblaekeattle. Onquitting 
this province, they entered the wide e^tending 
plains of Gastile^ with the agreeable feeling8 of 
those who breathe again the air of their native 
£oil. — ^^ Thanks to hea^en^^' said Roque, ** thal 
we have got elear of those etemal mountains, 
fit to be inhabited only by wild eats, foxe8, 
wolves, Asturians ,and Galidans» We shall 
hear no more of their jargon, nor live upon the 
eontents of the pote, nor drink eseerable wine^ 
nor eat rye bread as brown as the face of a 
Portuguese, nor their so mueh boasted Indiaii 
eom eakes, and ehesnut puddings, nor theu? 
messes of boiled potatoes, beans, and lard. 6ive 
me the pure Gastilian, the snowy bread, and 
sparkling wine of these fine plains, abundanee 
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a£ mroury lashers asd eggs^ sausages and blad^ 
puddings, a tender well-baked lamb, or a turkej, 
and aboTe aU, the substantial eUapodrida^ with 
erery neoessaTy ingredient to sedaee the stomaeh 
of an honest Chzistian^ whieh is enjojed by eTeiy^» 
body here. Here, too, we may eat without being 
watehed at eT^ morsel we take, and without 
«ny hints about the great seardty of those thLngs, 
and the neoessity of q>aring them ; on the eon» 
tiary, we may eram our mouths, throats^ and 
stomaehs till we swell hke wine skins, and still 
the honest folks willpress t» to eaton tiU we are 
fit to burst''* 

These {dains^ howerer^ are Taried by a long 
ehaki of mountaiiis whieh estends throughout 
Gastile, and separateslt from theotherproTinees» 
The eelebrated Humboldt^ in his Personal Nana» 
tiT^ says, that when he traTdled through them 
io his way from Madrid to C<H'tt8a^ he found 
them eTery way bereft of Tegetation, waste, and 

* It is a eustom among the OastiUan peasanliy to goig^t 
their guests as a proof of their hospitality and politeneas* 
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bRnen ; aiid this too^ estraordinary as it may 
'appear to those who hare visited that pro^o^ 
ia the mo&th of May, when eyen the most 
sterile disttiets present a yerdant Hnd animated 
«ght But we suppose, that, as is the ease in 
more instanees than one, this famoas traTeller, 
either took a long nap £rom the moment he en- 
tered Gastile till he reaehed Galieia, or else he 
aaw the eountiy through the eyes of fiomebodh|r 
else, whieh he, now and theD^ doesliot find mueh 
seruple in doing« 

. The high and diffieult pass of Guaddrrama, 
— e braneh of the mountains that separate Old 
aad New Ca8t3e-4)eing now Ieft behind by ofar 
traveUers, they hailed the numberless towers and 
ateeples and glittering <»osses on their tops, that 
graoe the ea^tai of Spain, with almost aa rap- 
turous feel]ng8 as die eeHupanions of Golumbus 
did the New Wc»:Id they were in seareh of, when 
it first burst upon their sight 

As Madrid has been too often deseribed, we 
hopeourreaderswill eonsiderthemselyesunderiio 
iinall obligation to us, if we abstain from giying 
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them an exact aeeount of the numerous ehurehe» 
and publie plaees it eontains, with an aeeurate 
deseription of the height of their eolumns^ 
portieos, domes, windows, doors, and other 
interesting partieulars, whieh every good tra» 
yelier neyer fa]ls to enumerate, and with whieh 
we might easily adom these pages. . But as our 
limits will not permit it, we spare our readera 
the indietion» and will proeeed to give them an 
idea of the state of afi*airs in the soeiety of whieh 
our hero was a wprthy member. 

Immediatdy after their arrival at Madrid» 
our trayellers r&^umed their ordinary dress^ 
and took up their quarters at the house of & 
hberal lady, an old acquaintance of Sandoval^s 
^ather^ who received the son with the tender 
solieitude of a mother, and the warmest demon- 
strations of unfeigned friendship and a£fection. 
Being thus happily settled, he Ipst not an instant 
in looking out for his friend Anselmo, whom 
he rightly supposed to be now at Madrid, aad 
for those eomrades of his, with whom he ^as 
oonneeted by a similarity of prineiples and th^ 



^es of masonie oonfratenuty. The reeeption he > 
met with from them was as eordial as the ex« 
«rtionshe had made to ensure the sueeess of 
their eause,. and the warmth and sinoerity of 
his patriotism entitled him to expect ; but this 
satisfaction was not a little damped by the 
eheek whieh his sanguine espeetations^ respeet- 
ing the progress of their assodation, received 
from the news he now heard for the first 
time. 

The lodge, whieh had been established at 
Madrid a few months be^ore, and whieh was 
to haye been the great nueleus of Spanish 
Preemasonry, had reeeiyed a blow, whieh 
threatened the most serious results to its ul- 
timate sueeess. A seeular friar, who inhabited 
the house where the meetings were held, in the 
eapaeity of senrant, haying beeome an object 
of suspieion to the govemment, was one day 
pursued by some.police.officers into the said 
house, the apartments of whieh were carefully 
searehed, and the existence of the lodge dis- 
covered.- Fortunately the papers seized on this 
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menAm were too vague and uinniportaiit te^ 
produoe all the iHMchiftf irlueh they mi^it^ 
hadthey been of a diiiareiit nature; but ibey 
led to thi^ arrest oi 8everal usef ul members &f 
the asaodatioii, and lo that of it» preBid^nt, 
Dbn Domiiigo de la Vega) who 8ufferedh<MTibIj' 
itt coDsequenoe of the diaooyery. This.un- 
tovard erent had ahmned the other member» 
of the soeiety, and paralyzed for a time the 
labours whieh had been oommeneed to 'giye it 
f<woe and regularity» 

. Thinga being in this state when Sandoyal 
reaehed th» eapitol, he urged its immediate 
reorganisation with ao mueh energy, that the 
measure was at last resolyed upon, and he 
was entrusted with seyeral important oom- 
missions, whieh obliged him to absent himself 
irom the eapital for weeks together. In 
these excursions, generally direeted to those 
tbwns where it was thou^t proper to establish 
a lodge, he went always proyided with good 
leeommendations ^or some of tbe f»incipel 
inhabitants, who either belonged to the sodety. 
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tt weite known as men df liberal prineiples: 
His duty was to feel his ground with eaution 
and sagaeity, &id out persons to whom the 
«eeret might be confided, and afterwards oon- 
Toke, with every imaginable preeaution, some of 
the prineipal masbns to a meetingi whieh in- 
yariably opened with the labours and ^ormalitiari; 
edmmon to lodges of the first rank. These 
were foUowed by a diseourse, more or legs 
animated, bold or mysterious^ aeeording as h^ 
judged prudent, in whieh some Aattering hopes 
for the future were held out, and whieh pre» 
pored the audienee to take a solemn oath neTer 
to reveal the seeret^ that sueh a meet;ing had 
taken plaee, nor anything whieh had been 
said or might be said there, even should anj 
member disagree about it. This oath onee 
taken, he proeeeded to give an aeeount of the 
establishment of this new masonie institute, of 
its statutes, tegulations, &c. ; but taking great 
eare never to hiut the plaee in whieh it existed^ 
or the names of those who eomposed it. Every 
man who attended the meeting was free to take 
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the oath of adherenoe, aibong the . yariem^ 
dauses of whieh there was ope that enjoined 
m imameUeable heOred io tyranny. On tbe 
other hand the Arst word used in the reguUi^ 
rixaftofi* was that of Regenerationy whieh was 
thought of it8elf sufficient to predispose the 
minds of the eleet'm favour of liberty. There 
was also.a tendeney to itin the written eom- 
munieations whieh he made, but so carefully 
worded, that no important inference eould be 
drawn from it, the regulations espressly for- 
bidding the introduetion of politieal matter» 
into their proeeedings. The object of this 
{»:ohibition, howeyer, was rather to guard 
against a surprise, or the perfidy of a i^y, who 
might get admittanee into the «odety, than to 
reduee the minds of its members to the form& 
of a pure liturgy. 

The greatest eare was enjoined by the sodety^ 
with respeet to tlie admission of a new mem- 

* A word used by the Spanish masoos to eKpress the 
admission and initiation of members, tbeir organisatioo 
into lodges, &c. 
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besr to the partidpation of the seeret ; and 
Sandoyal, aware that upon this depeniied the 
fiite of numerous individuals, was serupulous to 
the highest degree, the preeauUons he obseryed 
in this respeet being proportioned to the 
atate of the nation and nature of its goyem» 
ment. In a eountry where religion was made 
an engine of poiitieal perseeution, and where 
its ministers held the most absolute dominion 
'oyer the minds of thef generality of people, 
the liberals eould never be too eautious in the 
measures they adopted to inerease their mem- 
bers, and gain the strength neeessary to earry 
their plans into execution. It wouldbe im- 
possible to detail the obstaeles opposed by the 
elergy to the efforts of their undaunted ad- 
Yersaries, who, notwithstanding the numerous 
and fatal eheeks they had reeeiyed, eontinued 
with unabated ardour in the work of emanei- 
pation. 

Some months after the dissolution of the 
Madrid Lodge, a patriotie individual of the 
name of Beramendi formed the plan of esta- 
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Uishing at Granada a Gramd Orient, in order 

to straiten the ties of union among the 

▼arious masons of the Peninsula, and labour 

in eoneert for the eompletion of their great 

vork. Seyeral dreumstanees favoured the first 

8i;^s towards this project The Marquid de 

Tepa, a young nobleman, well known for his 

liberal prineiples, indueed his brother Count 

Montijo, at that epoeh Gaptain Greneral of that 

province, to eo-operate with him and his iriends 

in establishing the Grand Orient in that dty. ~ 

For this purpose it was neeessary to obtain a 

knowledge of all the existing lodges throughbut 

• 
Spain, and open a eorrespondenee with them 

all, whieh they sueeeeded in doing by the 
readiness with whieh every one of them entered 
into the plan, so that in a few months a^erwards 
the Grand Orient was established in due f6nn. 
The prineipal members who eomposed it were 
Don Garios Beramendi, the Marquis of Cam- 
poverde, Don Jose 6onzalez, who aeted as 
seeretary, the Count Montijo, the Maiqui8 
de Tepa, Don Facundo Infante, and several 
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other distinguished personages. But there wa» 
another indiyidual, whose eo-operation added 
g^eatly to the eredit and strength of the party ; this 
vna& Don Juan 0'Donoju, who had obtained the 
highest degrees and reputation in this soeiety, 
during the time of the Gonstitution, though 
on Ferdinand's retum, he adhered to the royal 
party. 

The formation of this soeiety eonsisted in 
the establishment of a masonie authority purely 
national, with all theneeessary departments and 
(ieetions to direet the indiTidual efforts of the 
patriots towards the same great end, It soon be- 
eame a pomt of union with the party, who till then 
^ad been dispersed without order, regularity^ 
strength, or confratemity. Meantime, however, 
those of Madrid were labouring hard to reorgan- 
ize themselyes, and no sponer had they sueeeeded 
in thisthan they spreadtheregularizationthroughf- 
out the kingdom, with astonishing rapidity. 
The lodge of the eapital beeame then the eentre 
of oommunieation, and that of Granada remained 
only with the masons of the two Andaluzias. 
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At this epoeh too an unfortunate aeeident 
happened to the latter, whieh nearly laid open 
all their project8 to their enemies, and obliged 
tbem to renounee the direetion of the under^ 
taking in fayour of those of Madrid. As ihe 
pardeulars of this affair are in a great measure 
oonneeted with the future operations and history 
of our hero, and as, moreover, they are romantie 
in themselyes, and will give an excellent idea of 
this epoeh, and of the sanguinary eharaeter of 
Ferdinand and his friends, we will give them 
here in full ; though, perhaps, the severer eritie^ 
who adheres to rules so firmly as some friends 
of ours, advocates of the old regime, to their 
pig-tails, may deem our manner of introdudng 
the subject an innoyation. 

Golonel Doa Juan Van Hallen, president of 
a lodge established at Mureia, under the imme- 
diate auspiees of that of Granada, and a man 
not overstocked with prudenee^ though of suili- 
eient address to £11 satisfactorily the post as- 
ngned to him by the soeiety, made a joumey to 
Ronda, where he beeame acquatnted with a man 
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of the name of Don Antonio Calvo, who repre- 
sented himself as a liberal, though in fact he 
was only a spy. Here he left buried in the 
iiouse of another person a bundle of papers re- 
latiog to the soeiety. Calvo, though not an 
initiated mason, beeame acquainted, through Tan 
Hallen's indiseretion, with more than it was 
prudent he should have known ; and no sooner 
had the oolonel returned to Mureia, than hii 
treaeherous friend disdosed to the eedesias- 
tieal authorities of Granada everything he had 
leamed, and whatever else his own imagination 
made him suspeet. 

The elerieal party, who bnly wanted a pre- 
test to gratify their views of vengeance, eaught 
at this ikiformation with eagemess, and direeted 
Calvo to proeeed to Mureia under some pretext 
or other, in order to discover more of the seeret, 
and obtain some ^Eiet or doeument whieh might 
enable them to inerease the list of victims. This, 
Calvo aeeomplished beyond their most sanguine 
pxpectations, and the result was, that the In* 
quisition obtained possession of the papers left 
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bj Van HaUen at Ronda, and of some ktters 
given by him to Galyo on his retum to Ronda, 
(when his oonmussion had been terminated,) 
whieh were addressed to some of the masons 
af Granada. • 

The Inquisition now lost no time eilher in 
arresting Van Hallen, or in throwing into the 
dungeons of the Holy Offioe ahnost all die 
masons of Murda, and those of Granada, whose 
names were in any way hinted at in Van Hal« 
len's letters. 

The doeuments seized on this ooeaaion w^ 
a£ the highest importanee to the soeiety, and e^ 
an alarming nature to govemment, whose feans 
were roused still higher by some letters of 
Greueral Torrijos, (whieh, howe^er, bore no ng« 
nature) found among other papers tskea from 
Van Hallen. The inquisitors of Murda now 
prooeeded to take from the latter the de- 
diamtions that were to plaee them in possesskm 
of the whole plot ; but their prisoner, who wai 
•eldom without resourees, had planned a stnu 
isgsm by whieh he hoped to disappoint the ex* 
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peetatiaDS d his enemie% and refu8ed to cxplain 
the mysterious eontents of his papers, unless be 
waA permitted to do so to the king himself. 
The inquisitor8, unable to prevail on him, either 
hj prayers or threats, informed Ferdinand of 
Van Hallen'^s determination, and his nuyesty 
having agreed to reeeiye his diselosurea, the 
prisoner was sent to Madrid under a strong 
eseort» 

On his amval at the eapital, Ferdinand im* 
mediately sent one of his oonfidential (riends to 
«ft to the bottom the seerets of the prisoner ; 
but Vaa Hallen, who imagined it would be 
mueh easier for him to deeeiye Perdinand than 
ttiy of his eommissioners, wrapt himself up in 

« 

mystery, (whieh by the \}ye was one of his eha- 
raeteristies) dropped some slight indieations 
whieh might excite the king's euriosity, and 
did not negleet to feign to unbounded affect3on 
towards the royal person. The fayourite eows- 
tier^ <m the oth^ hand, endeayoured with all 
the art of a tnan skilled in the eunning deyieea 
of his post, to induoe him to make a full and 
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open dedaiatioii of all he knew^ the better to 
ensme the dem&iey of his royal master; he 
Aattered him with the hopes of f uture rewards, 
nay, of enjoying the king's Mendship, and 
shaiing the £aYours in whieh he himsel^ partU 
e^Mited. But ioT onee, at least, he found his 
mateh in Van Hallen, who, as if penetrated with 
gratitude for the kind manner he treated him^ 
overwhehned him with protestations of Iriend^ 
slup, and engaged him in a eonTersatiem of 
seyeral hours, during whieh many apparent 
mutual coofidences passed between them, and 
aev&al httle seerets of no import were disdosed, 
in <me of whieh, however, the eourtier assured 
Van Hallen that he himseLt' had belonged to 
the sodeQr, and had still an uneommon fondne8S 
for them alL At last the eourtier retired as 
wise as when he entered, but took leave of the 
prisoner in the most affectioDate manner, offQr- 
ing to employ his mediation with his royal 
master, and Ieaving him an abundanee o^ 
Hayanna segars to smoke away the dullness of 
}iis eonSnement; while Van Hallen 8queezed 
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OUt a few tears, and protested he was ready to 
throw himself at his majesty's ^eet, giye any 
explaDation that might be wanted, and db every- 
thing in his power to obtain the good graees of 
royalty. 

This visit, whieh produeed no effect what- 
eyer, was fol]owed by others equally ^ruitless, 
Van Hallen persistihg in his resolution of hav- 
ing a personal interview with the king, who, on 
his part, wa^ yery reluetant to grant it, as he 
laboured under the apprehension that some per- 
sonal injury was meditated. His fears, how- 
ever, were overcome by his favourites, who, 
impressed with the neeessity and importanee of 
finding the elue to this mighty eonspiraey, 
thought they eould not fail to proeure it by 
grandng Van Hallen^s request It was, there- 
fore, agreed that he should be introdueed to 
the king^s private apartment, and that the same 
eourtier who had held these conferenoes with 
the prisoner should be present, both to wateh 
the motions of yan Hallen, and assist his* 
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]Dajestj in going tbrough ib&r inyestiigatsdii» 
with Sdat 

The night and bour fixed Ibr this interriew 
hong amTed, the oourtier went in his earnage 
to the Inquisit]on, and took Yan Hallen to the 
pahioe. On their arriTal there, the former led 
the waj thiough yarious priyate passages to tbe 
king^s eabinet, where tbey found bim alode, 
waiting impatiently for their arriyal. Dissimu** 
latioa is a quality possessed by most eowardS) 
and con8equantly Ferdinand reedyed Yan HaL 
lak with eyery appearanoe of confidence and 
fiimiliarity. He requested him in his usuaL 
uneoutb way to sit down, and tell bim openly' 
eyerything he knew. Van Hallen, eonyinoed 
he bad to gratiiy the espeetations raised in tbe 
king's mind> as also to reqpect the honour that 
bound bim to keep the seerets of tbe assoda- 
tion, employed tbe most ingenious stratagems, 
tortuous ways, and mysterious words, pro- 
nouneed with emphaids, an abundanee of so- 
pbisms and subterfuges ; in a word, eyery mean» 



wbieh hki sagadty eould suggest to bewilder the 
iuDg's mmd, ^nee eonYmeiDg him was o^t of 
the quesiion. Impressed besides with the ideft 
that Ferdinmd would eateh at £rivoIitiea, and 
be satisfied with words only, Yan Hallen, who 
possessed astonishing Tolubility» poured out 
feeely and rapidly the whole. of the aeeount 
whieh he had framed to explain the enigmas of 
the p^rs whieh had been seized from him^ 
adding a eireumstantial histoi:y of his own I^ 
fi:Dm his earliest infancy to the moment of hia 
arrest, to withdraw their attention £rom the 
prindpal topie. This plan, with whieh he e^e^ 
peeted to eome off triumphantly, did not at all 
aaiswer^ Yap Hallen, then, pereeiying his mis- 
take, and having heard that Ferdinand, while 
lusumting at Yalene^ay, had been aeeepted a 
mason, expatiated on the excellence and phi'- 
lanthropy of ireemasonry, little dreaming that 
his benevolent brother^s sole wisb was to obtain 
a few thousand respeetable names, to have the 
pleasure of exterminating thm all at a swoop. 
Eerdinand and his confident, eonymeed now 
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' that their man would not speak out wbat he 
Imew, quedti(Hied and requestioned him about 
his aoeompliees, the ex:tait of their plot, aad 
obJ6ct of their plans; but he^ like the foK 
dosely pursued by a eouple of hounds, wbirled 
aboiit, bouneed, run ronnd and round, stopped, 
and bolted in every possiUe direetion where^ 
there was a ehanee. of esoape. At last, tbe 
'^ twa dcfgs^^ who saw the fruitlessnes8 of their 
(^ee, if it eontinued as hitherto, endeayoured 
to obtain by threats and terror what good words 
and prayers had not {Mrodueed. This plan, 
howeyer^ was still less successful ; and it w^ 
resolyed between them that the prisoner should 
be reeondueted to the Inqui^ition, whieh was no 
sooner i^d than don^. The eourtier, who also 
aeoompanied him baek^ urged him in the most 
pressing words to reveal the seeret, and acccHn- 
pliees of the plot, as otherwise the most horrible 
fate awaited him. Van Uallen, whose mind 
now exhausted and bewildered with so mueh 
cavilling, wished to gain time to expIore new 
resourees, requested to be allowed to state by 
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writing in a m<»re elear and orderly manner all 
he had wished to e:i^plain before the king. This 
being granted him, he was left for some days 
unmblested, in the gloomy repose of a dungeon; 
where, aeeording to his promise, >he wrote a 
long memoir, purporting to explain the whole 
eonspiraey, and whieh in reality eontained only 
an aoeount of his own life, and a few pompous 
indieations respeeting the plot, whieh iseemed 
rather to excite than gratify euriosity. Fer- 
dinand, eon^ineed now that the ordinary mild 
means would never induee the prisoner to dis- 
elose the seeret, remoTed his proteeting arm, 
and the victim remained at the eomplete merey 
of the members of the tribunal of blood, in the 
prisons of whieh he was immersed. 

Before the judges of this tribunal Van Halien 
was eondueted to giye his deelarations. The 
eharges brought against him were of the most 
serious nature. The fact, however, Uiat he 
belonged to the masonie soeiety was what his 
judges deemed most triHing, their inquiries 
being chiefly direeted to the formidable eon- 

V0L. II, s 
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spiraey to oYertum the present order of thingSy 
to the members who eonstituted the Grand 
Orient, and to the letters of Torrijos, in whieh 
fiome glimpses of the storm that was gathering, 
and whieh threatened to burst, were/diseemible. 
Van Hallen^s answers to these different questions 
did not satisfy the Inquisitors; — they wished 
for yietims to quench their thirst for blood, and 
he gave them words only ; — they then had 
reoourse to remonstranees, but they remained 
unheeded ; — ^they eame at last to direats, and 
they found him equally inflexible. The eoun- 
toianees of the judges now assumed th^ most 
stem aspeet ; their language was also harsher ; 
every look, every word, every motion of theirs, 
indieated that some violent measure was on the 
point icif bdng adopted, and Yan Hallen per- 
ceived at last, that he wasamongst irreeoneilaUe 
enemies. Immediately after this examination^ he 
was sent to a different dungeem from that whieh 
he previousIy oeeupied. It was one of those 
subterraneous caves, where the unhappy man 
who is immured is almost eompelled to suppose 
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tbat the order of nature has been disturbed^ 
that its moyements have suddenly eeased, that 
those lumtnaries, whieh spread light and splen« 
dour over the universe, have altogether dis- 
appeared hom it, and that no one but himself, 
the judges, the eKeeutioner, and the poisonou» 
and impure reptiles by wyeh he is eonstantly 
tormented, have remained on the face of the 
earth. 

Here, as he was one night reelining on hid 
ehainSy pondering over the wreteked situa- 
tion to whieh he was redueed, reealling to his 
mind, with the minute aeeuraey of a pridoner, 
even the most insigniAeant remembranees of his 
infancy, and preparing an iniinity of answers to 
thequestions that might be put to him, previous 
to the tortures that were eertain to follow them, 
the fearful and terrific ereaks of huge bolts 
drawn aside, waxing more elamorous as the 
furthest doors whieh seeure the entranee of those 
sepulehral abodes were left behind,. fell on his 
startled ear, like the sounds of muAed drums 
on tbat of the unhappy soldier who has forfeited 

s2 
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his Iife to the offS^ded laws of the field. At 
length, amidst the darkness whieh night and day 
reigned in his dungeon» be heard two persons 
approaeh him, and while the one held his arms 
fast, the other uuloeked the ehain that pinioned 
him to the wall ; after wliieh he was eondueted 
in siledee through a labyrinth of dark subterra^ 
neous passages to a room, whieh though still 
inyolyed in obseurity, he suspeeted to be that in 
whieh the victims of the tribunal undergo the 
dreadful agonies of a eruel death. Here, how- 
ever, his eyes were bound, and * hc was led to 
another room, whieh proved to be the ehamber 
of torment; but the deseriptioti of whieh he 
oould^not ^ve, as the bandage over his eyes 
was never taken off. He, howeyer, observed, 
that on entering it, he mounted a few steps to a 
plat^orm^ where he was stripped naked to the 
waist; after whieh they e^tended his arms, and 
plaeed under eaeh arm^pit a sort of forked stiek 
or eruteh, lined with eioth^ and thiek enough to 
support any weight ; the right arm was then 
bent, and fastened tightly to the eruteh, and the 
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lefi, whieh remained horizontaIly extended, as 
well as the hand and fingers, was loeked into a 
sort of iron ease, lined inside, and not unlike 
the gauntlet and braeelet of the andent armour, 
but fitting so elose, that there was not a hair's 
breadth between the ease and the limb. This 
gauntlet, doubtless formed a part of, «^ oom- 
munieated with another maehine, the use of 
whieh we shall shortly explain. Meantime, the 
platform on whieh the victim stood was sud- 

denly withdrawn irom under his feet, and he 
remained suspended by his armpits on the two 
erutehes. 

Iti this state he heard the voice of one of his 
judges, who, after a mook apology in the name 
of the tribunal, for the unfortunate situation to 
whieh he had brought himsel^, announeed to 
him that the holy ofiice, haying till then fruit- 
lessly employed the mild and lenient means, 
reeommended by the most merciful of 8ov6- 
rdgns, to induee him to confe8S all his erimes, 
were now on the point of taking the rigorous 
measures used with pertinaeious and refractory 
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fiiiuiers; but that the door to elemeDey was 
sdll opeo» provided he would but ab)ure his 
farmer errors, make a eandid avowal of all he 
knew, and giTe up tbe names of all bis aeeom- 
pliees. He tben entreated bim to answer frankly 
and aneerely tbe following questions — ^whetber 
he waa a freemason — who were tbe beads of 
tbat seet in Spain — ^wbo was tlie author of tbe 
letters wbieh bad been seized upon bim — what 
was tbe nature of the eonspiraey against the 
throne and tbe altar, specifying with deamess 
eyerytbing that might gire a eomplete idea 
of the objects, means, proeeedings, persons, 
&c. 8cc. 

Van Hallen, notwitbstanding the painful and 
dangerous situation in whieb be stood, and the 
idea of tbe tortures wbieb migbt foIlow his 
aetual sufferings, endeavoured to aeeommodate 
bis answers so tbat tbey sbould satisfy bis 
judges, and eompromise none of bis friends. 
Tbe Inquisitors, boweyer, found them unsatis- 
facftory, and they ordered tbe officer entrusted 
with the torture to do his duty. This eon» 
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sisted in turning a wheel, (the movement of 
whieh must neeessarily have been graduated) 
whieh eommunieating with the gauntlet, twisted 
the arm gradually round. At eaeh of these 
turns the moyem^t eeased ibr a little while, 
keeping the arm in the position to whieh it had 
been brought, and the Inquisitors insisted on 
haying direet answers to their questions, and 
i^edoubled their threats, but always with that 
elerieal affectation of eompassion and civility, 
whieh of all the wbunds inflicted on a yietim, 
whose heart meantime is bleeding within him, 
is the most dreadful. His answers were now 
rather more firm and deeisiye than at the begin- 
ning, and his eruel and exasperated executioners 
' eontinued ordering the wheel to- be tumed. 
•Van Hallen, notwithstanding his youth, robust 
frame, and singular presenee of mind, began to 
feel that his hereulean strength eould not bear 
him out through the inereasing sufferings of 

* 

sueh a dreadful trial; a eopious perspiration 
Aowed from eyery part of his body ; the mental 
functions began to lose their yigour, the languor 
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of death overspread every limb; he sunk from 
one paroxysm into another ; but in those inter. 
vals when the agonies of the torture were sus- 
pended, he recovered some of his strength, and 
burst out into bitter reproaehes against sueh 
barbarous treatment. Nothing, however, eould 
soften the brutal insendbility of those mon^ters, 
who eall themselves the ministers of a God of 
justice ; on the oontrary, they ordered the execu- 
tioner to reiterate the movenient of the wheel. 
The victim then shuddered in every limb, his 
hair stood on end, his voice eompletely failed 
him, and all his faculties, enfeebled by eadb 
successive appUeation, now eeased to per£Drm 
their functions, while his head dropped on one 
side with the paleness of death stamped on his 
eountenanee, the eyes and livid lips half dosed. 
In vain did the authors of this atroeious iu- 
quest eontinue to writhe and disloeate the bones 
of their miseri^ble victim ; he gave no signs of 
vitality ; a eoid sweat moistened his £rame, aud 
his breathing eeased altogether. 
From this moment Yan Hallen knew not 
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what beeame of him ; but when he returned 
from this mortal syneope, his disturbed and 
confused brain eould only allow him to know 
that be e^isted, though he eould not reeall any- 
thing of what had happened, nor imegine where 
he was. But when he gradually recovered his 
lost reason, he eould haye wished he had rather 
lost the few signs of life that remained in him, 
than haye seen himself. redueed to the wretehed 
situation in whieh he now was. A long beneh, 
eonstrueted of briek, seryed him fbr a bed, with- 
out either a straw mattrass to lie on, or any 
kind of eoyering ; the trunk of his body, sore 
and exhausted, seemed to haye been severed 
from both his arms, the right being inAamed, in 
a tumid and palsied state, and the left without 
aetion or yitality, disjointed from its plaee; 
and to erown the misery of his most wretehed 
Mtuation, his naked waist was seeured by a long 
and thiek ehain, whose angular links were the 
only pillow against whieh he might repose his 
shattered trunk. 

In this inhuman manner he was kept during 

s 3 
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fieveral days ; but the weakened state of hi» 
fraine, whieh every moment beeame more inea. 
pable of resistanee, threatened to put at onee an 
end to his e:dstence, and the surgeon who at- 
tended him, though aeeustomed like all the 
other officers of the Inquisition to look with 
indiSerenee on suffering humanity, seeing that 
if left in that lamentable state the yietim must 
sink, reported him to the Inquisitors as in 
his last stage. These monsters, alarmed, not 
at the idea of his dying, but at the prospeet of 
losing thereby the seerets whieh they had pro- 
mised themselres to wring from him by dint of 
tortures, eaused him to be removed to a plaee 
where he eould have better aeeommodations, 

and ordered the ehain that weighed down his 
body to be taken off. 
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eHAPTER XV. 



'Twas dark and winding, andl be knew not wheie ^ 
That passage led'-nor lamp nor guard were there ; 
He sees a dasky glinunering — shall he seek 
Or shunthat ray so indistinet and weak? 
Ghanee guides his steps — a freshness seems to bear 
Pull on his brow, as if trota morning a£r. 

. The eonair. 



While the uiifortunate Van Hallen endured 
in the inquisition, the horrible treatment we 
have aboYe attempted to deseribe, his masonie 
friends of Madrid, aware of the perilous situation 
in whieh he stood, and afraid that (his fortitude 
sinking under rq)eated tortures,) he might be 
indue^d to diselose the seerets whieh he pos^ 
sessed, thereby endangering their own 8afety^ 
as well as that of hundreds of their friends, and 
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more partieularly of the unhappy men who were 
already under arrest, had held repeated meet- 
ings, to eoneert some plan to snateh the victim 
from their enemies^ grasp. But when they tumed 
their thoughts to the dark and impenetrable 
mansion where he was pining, and to the laby- 
rinth of subterraneous dungeons whieh they 
must trayerse, ere they eame to that in whieh 
he was buried^ they parted without eoming to 
any resolution, their hearts overpowered with 
grief and despondeney. 

One Sunday morning, while Sandoval was 
slowly paeing about his room, his head full of 
the subject^ whieh sinee Van Hallen^s arrest had 
almost entirely engrossed his thoughts, and Jiis 
imagination bent on deyising some plan to Ube* 
rate tbeir friend from the Inquisition, Hoque 
entered, and informed him that a pretty and 
interesting looking damsel wished to speak two 
words in priyate with him.— " I told her," eon- 
tinued he, " that she might freely eommunieate 
her errand to me, as I was the right ear in 
whieh you usually deposited all your seerets; 
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but the littlp witeh said more pertly than justly, 
' — ^ If it be io, I am sorry for it, as you appear 
to me a ehattering coxeomb, and a bloekhead to 
boot/ I, of eourse, ....'' 

*'Show her in immediately,'' said his mas- 
ter, interrupting him, '^ for she must be a sen- 
sible thing to see that at first sight.^ 

" Humph !" ejaculated Roque, as he left the 
room, ** then I should like to know what she 
thinks of sueh a ha'ur-brained gallant as my 
master ?*' 

The girl, who was eertainly an interesting 
grisette, being ushered in, took the extraordi- 
nary preeaution of loeking the door of the room, 
and then withdrawing to a distant oomer of it, 
beekoned Sandoyal to approaeh. — " Doors, and 
even walls, have ears now-a-days," whispered 
she, when the surprised Sandoval plaeed himself 
by her side, " do you know the owner of this ?*** 
added she, as she showed him a gold wateh, on 
whieh sbme initials were engraved. 

Sandoval examined them carefully, and then 
fixing his penetrating eyes upon the girl with 
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8uch intensity as made her shrink baek, in- 
quired how she eame by it. — ^^ Don*t look so 
bard, Siry else I shall not be able to dehyer my 
message/^ said she. ^^ I eame by it in aright- 
ful way ; it was put into my hands by the eolo- 
nel himself, who, poor fellow! though he be 
sueh a handsome man, has suffered enough^ 
God knows ! — But, as I was saying, he put it 
into my hands that you might be convinced I am 
to be trusted ; and as a f urther proof of this, he 
desired me to say these words, whieh, though 
pure gibberish to me, he smd ^ou would under- 
stand.'' 

She th^n uttered some masonie expressions, 
whieh elearly indieated she had received them 
fK>m the mouth of Van Hallen himself. How- 
ever, he examined and cross-examined the girl 
respeeting the prisoner with great prolixity, 
till convinced there eould be no fallacy in the 
ease, he gave her an answer for the prisoner, 
eouehed in sueh mysterious words as were unin* 
telligible to her, and should convince him of her 
having fulfilled her onnmis^on faithfully. 



rk 
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Thrbugh this girl, Sandoyal leamed how 
things stood with Van Hallen, who, during 
the time he was undergoing a eure, had had 
the good luek to excite the oompassion of thd 
aleaide, and to engage him to enter^ partieularly 
at night, into fami]iar conversation with him, — a 
singular instanee in the history of that tribunal. 
As, besides, Van Hallen had been transferred to a 
room not very far from the apartments of the al* 
eaide, the delieate state of his health requiring this 
indulgenee, the young giri just mentioned who 
was a relation of that man, and in whom he re- 
posed implieit confidence, led by euriosity or 
eompassion, gradually extended her sweeping 
duties as far as the door of Van Hallen's dun- 
geon, in whieh there ^was a little trap, now and 
then left open for the purpose of yentilation, 
through whieh she oeeasionally made bold to 
take a peep. This did not pass unnotieed by 
Van Hallen, who immediately eoneeired the 
idea of pr5fiting by the eireumstanee. En« 
dowed with a peeuliar faculty for exciting the 
sympathies of thie fair sex^ by degrees he sue- 
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eeeded in engaging her attention, and leading 
her to listen to his gallantries. These eonyersa^ 
tions beeame more and more interesting to her, 
till at last he prevailed< on her to take the above 
mentioned message to SandovaL 

Through her means, and with every imagin- 
able preeaution, a eorrespondenee was immedi- 
ately established. between the prisoner and his 
brother masons. Xnconceivable eiTorts were aiso 
made to acquaint all those who had been im- 
prisoned in various parts of the Peninsula, at 
the tame time as Yan Hallen, of the state of 
the proeeedings agidnst the latter ; and though 
in some plaees the difficulties appeared insur- 
mountable, they were neverthele5s overcome. 
Qn the other hand as the Inquisitors labouted 
with amazing activity, it was reasonably appre* 
hended, that torments and bribery would be 
employed every where to extort the seerets whieh 
they were sp anxious to obtain ; but as these 
proeeedings were linked with and depended 
chiefly on those of tbe eapital where the papers 
seized from Van Hallen, (who alone eould ex- 
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plain them) were undergoing investigation, his 
.friends resolved to make the bold attempt of 
liberating him from their enemies. 

In the first instanee, it was agreed between 
them and the prisoner, that he was to fo]low 
their direetions implieitly, while they traeed a 
plan to penetrate into the dungeons of the Inqui- 
aition through a subterraneous passage, wbieh 
was to be opened frqm a eellar of a bouse eon- 
tiguous to the prison, However gigantie and 
hazardous this undertaking may appear, when 
the many main walls whieh they had to pene» 
trate are taken into eonsideration, it eame, 
through the united ei!brts of several engineers 
and arehiteets, who had a share in the business, 
to a degree of maturity, whieh seemed to ensure 
a favourable issue. But soon, the hopes of pro- 
euring the prisoner's eseape through the prin- 
eipal door, indueed them to give up their first 
plan. 

Yan Hallen having obtained an exact know- 
ledge of every passage and door leadiug from 
his dungeon to the outer gate, as well as of 
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eyery other eireumstanee whieh might facili-^ 
tate his Aight, his frieods sent him all the in- 
formation whieh they had been able to eoUeety 
and whieh he wasr likely to want. Among 
other things, tl^ere was a plan in whieh the 
oonrts, streets, lanes, &c. in and about the In- 
^iiisition were earefully sketehed ; as well as 
the road whieh he was to folIow, and the different 
points and interyals where he would find his 
friends stationed, following silently the steps of 
eaehy tiU he should reaeh the house where he 
was to take refuge ; they named the wateh-word 
whieh he was to utter, that he might be reoog- 
nised by them, and the preeise day and hour 
when he was to leaye his dungeon, with a thou- 
sand other remarks and preeautions whieh the 
importanceoftheca8emiuired. 

Matters being thus disposed, Van HaUen, 
who to eounteraet the effects of the torture was 
folIowing the re^men preseribed by his surgeon, 
was in the habit of taking, between six and 
seven o'doek in the evening some lemonade, 
whieh was usually brought to him by the aleaide 
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iiiffl8elf. Uuriiig the few minutes this man re- 

mained mih the prisoner, they earried on a 

oonyersation, whieh sometimes was prolonged 

for balf an hour ; in one of whieb, the aleaide 

maoi^esteda wish to leam the French language, 

Van Hallen ofFered him his asaistanee with the 

greatest pleasure. While the pupil was oeeupied 

in saying his lesson, his master had obsenred 

that the first door of his eell was left open, and 

tbe seeond only bolted inside, thus offering him 

m opportunity to execute his plans with greater 

^ase. 

The day appointed haying now arriyed, and 
3yen o^eloek in the eyening being the hour 
xed upon, his friends, all of whom were mili- 
xy men, weli armed, and resolute, proeeeded, 
quarter of an hour before thattime, to oeeupy 
e posts assigned to eaeh, two of whom plaeed 
smselyes elose to the gate of the Inquisition. 
i it was then about the middle of February^ 
waa suiEeiently dark to ayoid being muoh 
ieed. Meantime Van Hallen, who was at 
t moment oeeupied in teaehing the aleaide 
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how to pronounee the French Yowels, using the 
privilege of a master, rose and eommeneed 
walking baekwards and forwards, though with 
eautious steps. Suddenly his ear eaught the 
sound of the eloek, whieh was to direet his motions. 
It toUed the hour of his liberty, and his beart 
,beat so violent]y against his bosom, that for a 
minute or two he remained pai)ting for breath. 
But no sooner he recovered, than with the vel<v 
eity of an arrow, he darted to the door, the bolt 
of whieh he drew baek, then rushed to the next, 
loeked it, and put the key in his poeket, (as a 
preeious relie) leaving the aleaide shut up witkin. 
Onee in the dark passage, he followed the intri- 
eate labyrinth with preeipitate steps. The 
obseurity, however, and his own a^tation, and 
more than all, the astounding eries of the new 
inmate of his eell, blotted out altogether from 
lus memory the idea of the road wbieh he was 
to follow. For a minute or two, he endeavoured 
in vain to eoUee^ his thoughts; at last he made 
an effort, and mentally running over tbe sinu- 
oedti^s of that cavern, rushed ^orward» unoertain 
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still whether he was right in his path. Pre- 

sently he fell agaihst some steps, and this aed- 

dent reminded him that he was arriyed at the 

stairease, whieh led down from the aleaide's 

apartments to a passage on a level witb the eourt. 

He rose, and with fresh ardour deseended them, 

and then rushed along the passage, at the end 

of whiehhe perceived theglimmering of a light, 

whieh seemed to be moving towards him. Re- 

8Qlved to be stopped bj no impediment, he 

rather hastened than eheeked his steps, sind on 

eoming near the man who earried the light, 

^ushed him down, and tr«ading upon him, pur- 

tied his way with inereased swiftness. Indeed 

o great was his impetuosity, that on arriving at 

'ie door whieh opens into the portaly he unoon- 

^iously oyerthrew two men, one who was at the 

oment opening. the door, and the other in the 

t of entering it ; af ter whieh he gave a leap, 

lieh plaeed him at the outer gdte of the In- 

isition, whieh was always open. The ^riends 

sted there, who were impatiently waiting his 

ival^ hastened to elose him in their anns ; but 
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he, uncotisciousof everjthingarouiidhim, pursued 
his wdy meehanieally and with great swiAness. 
In turnlng the eomer of the first street, two more 
fnends, who w:ere posted there^ and who saw a 
man eoming at tbat rate, ehallenged him to stqp; 
Van Hallen paused, and after a short intenral, 
during whieh he endeavoured to reeall to his 
disturbed mind the wateh-word, gave it, and the 
fears of his friends vanishiDg from this instant^ 
tbe victim remained safe in their arms. 

This bold and successful blow to the power 
af the Inquisition, the only one of the kind whieh 
from the first moment of its establishment ever 
happened^ threw the ruling faction into the 
utmost siuprise and confusion, They made the 
most striet seareh after the liberated prisoner, 
and leftno spring untouehed by whiehthey might 
discover his asylum. But it was all in vain; 
the m^sonie assoeiadon opposed an impenetrable 
bulwark to their inquisitorial artifices. 

A woman of manly spirit, who, during the 
war of independenee, guided by the purest 
Aarne of patriotism, had rendered distijQguished 
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services to the natioDal eause, and aeeomplished 

the mo6t perilous undertakings, many of whieh 

plaeed her within a hair^s breadth of losing her 

esistenee, imdertook to hide in her own poor 

garret the preeious treasure, so dihgentl j sought 

after. There Van Hallen found in her the 

tender eares of an aSeetionate mother, the 

indefatigable attentions of a yigilant nurse, and 

the sweet eonsolations of a eompassionate and 
beneyolent being. The assistanee and eare, too, 
>f a surgeon of eonsiderable akiU, eonttibuted 

10 less in remoying the alarming results of the 
irture. Tbe disloeated arm gradually reeoyered 
^lost yigour, and three months afterwards it 
as no longer a useless or embarrassing member. 
During that time information was seut to all 
3 prisoners confined, in consequence of Van. 
illen's arrest, of the oeeurrenee at Madrid, as 

11 as direetions how they were to aet, now 
t the eoloners liberation had taken plaee. 
3 seareh after him» however, eontinued una- 
!d. At the gates of Madrid were posted 
enissioiiers to arrest the progress of the fu* 
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gitiyey the streets were patroUed by others, 
numerous spes frequented the eo^ee-houses, 
promenades, theatres, and other publie plaees, 
and some eyen gained admittanee into the ter^ 
tulias of those eonsidered to be men of liberal 
prindples. It was, therefore, tliought prudent 
that he should immediately depart for a foreign 
eountry, and that Sandoval, who knew the 
oountry well, should aeeompany him as far as 
the frontiers of France, through byways and 
mountain paths. For this purpose several 
passports were forged, one of whieh in pardeular 
was eountersigned by the Minister of the Home 
Department, and drawn up in a manner ealeu- 
lated to remove all suspieion, and insure to the 
bearer every loeal assistanee he should stand in 
need of. 

Everything being now ready, Sandoval gave 
instruetions to his servaDt to await his retum in 
Madrid, whieh, he thought, would take plaoe in 
three months time, and then hastened to ^oin 
Van Hallen, who ^as waiting for him at the 
house of his nurse. After taking an a£Pectionate 
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hare of this beneyolent and bigii minded ^iiaaii, 
,the two ineadB, both dressed in plain elothes, 
'letlt the house at about nine o^eloek in the even- 

M^g? t^ proeeed to one of the subnrbs, where two 

« 

good horses were in readiness for them.- As 
they passed elose to a edPee-house, in whieh the 
innumerable lights with whieh it was hung tenfold 
iniereased by the refiection of the mimM's that 
embelUidied it, the whimsieal and imprudent 
Yan Hallen, attraeted by the gay and animated 
seene it^ presented, Vowed he wbuld not go a 
step f urther until he had taken a tum round the 
coffee-ro(»n9 and etdiyened his spirits by looking 
lU; happy faces. In yain Sandoyal urged a 
thousand reasons to ^suade liim from sueh a 
step, he persisted in his intention, and walked 
on to indulge his whim at the risk of losing his 
freedom and his life. — " By Jove V' said he to 
SandoYal, who reluetantly kept paee with him, 
BA they entered the saloon, " 1 knpW those ladies 
who are sitting at that table. They have no 
cavalier with them, I must go and keep them 
eompany, at least while*they take their iee !^' 

VOL. II. T 
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<^You are mad,^ eried Sandoval in utter 
despair ; and then added, trying to detain hsm^ 
*^ But^ by heayens ! you shall nor stir an ineh 
beyond this plaee." 

•f Fear nothing,*^ said the other very eoolly, 
^^ I will only go and ask them how they do, they 
will not betray me." 

At tbe same time he whirled round suddenly, 
and disentangling his arm frcHn Sandoval*s gra^ 
hastened towards the ladies, and approaehed 
them with his fore-finger on his lips. Their 
surprise was evident, and one even pronouneed 
the <<Van*^ of his name; but eheeked by her 
eompanions, shesuppressedthe remainder. Here 
he soon made himself at home, ealled to the 
waiter to bring iees, laughed and talked with 
every one of the ladies as merrily and as ha{^ily 
as if no danger..could possibly arise from sueh a 
frolic, and invited Saiidoval, who stood motion- 
less with surprise at one end of the table, to 
fo]low his example. — " 111 tell you what,^ whis- 
pered our hero into his ear, " if you donH eonm 
away inunediately, by*my father's name, the 
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inoinent you are diseolrered I blow out your 
forain& I will not permit the liyes of thousands 
to bang on your fate. Rely dn it.'* 

Van Hallen burst out into a fit of laughter, 
ivhich attraeted the keen look of a man dressed 
in blaek, who was walking silently baekwards 
and forwards — ^** Do you see that man ?" sisdd 
Sandoyal ealling his attention to him. 

** I do," said Van Hallen, « and, by all the 
Gods, I know his ugly face, too. This won'^t 
do: — Ladies, excuse my leaying you thus early. 
'You are probably aware it is not safe for me to 
be seen in this plaee. So, theji, adieu till we 
meet again, and be happy and merry for your 
' bwn sakes, and for mine«^ 

Saying this, he rose, and walked away quickly, 
attended by Sandoyal, the man in blaek following 
their ateps at a short distanee. — ^^The <log ia 
foUowing the traek,*^ said Van Hallen;^^but 
I'll soon make him lose it. Let u» go to the 
Prado; people seem to betbrongmg tb^re;^ I 
iong for an eyening^s walk among the soul-rdbldng 
llanolas, and we shall thus eyade his pursuit^ 
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Sondoydi oow lo9t all patieoee;-— ^'Hesmi 
and eartli !" eried h^ ^^ the man is stark mad ! 
— To go to the Prado to amuse himseH with the 
Manolas! — Hark! if youtbiiikyomrlifeootworth 
8 groat/in whieh you may be yeiy right, I ahall 
noi forget that the fate of thousands depends oa 
it ; — nay^ the yery eause in wlneh we haye em- 
barked. So do not Aatter yourself I wiU peratit 
you to trifle it away* Do you mean, or do you 
not mean to fo]low me.'' 

« Zou|ids !'' eried Yaa HalleH, « did I leaye 
the Inquisitioii to be plaeed under your tuitbn? 
— Besides don't you see the ehurl foliawiBg us ? 
— -What ehe ean we do t^^ 

^^ If the Inquisitors hme left no ani^e in you,^ 
said his iiiend, ^'you must subBiit to be ied hy 
ihe judg^ent d others ; and as &r that Uaek 
yulture who seems to haye marked us es his 
prey^ i^ait here a moment, rU m^ke him deast.^' 

Saying tlm, he walked towareb the mao, and 
ppiatii]^ a popket pistol at h^ head» comm«CMied 
him on his life ito we^ime bis step&^ The feHQw 
immediatdy tumed upon his heels, aad ran as if 



/m 



"*' % 



4 l^ioti of deTils were after him. — ** Now,** said 
Sandoval to his friend, prdssing him to walk fa8t, 
^^ let us hasten outof Madrid. We have not 
an instant to lose.^ 

Yan Hallen f([dlbwed him reluet^ntly. He 
€ould not hear the merry songs of the young^ 
people, who saton the baleoni^ playing on their 
guitars, and enjoying the eoolness of the night, 
witbout oeeasionally joining in those whieh were 
osost familiar to him. His long confinement 
had rendered him anxious f<»r soeial enjoyment85 
ittid he eould not pass as an uneoneemed speetator 
ttear the spots where the pleasures of life went 
merrilyon; butSandoyalywhosemindwaswhoIly 
bent on the higher interests of his oountry, 
oould with difficulty suppress his angry feelings 
at the imprudent tardiness, and fearless indiffer- 
enee whieh his edmpanion displayed on an oeea» 
don of life and death. At last, after yariout 
other teazing whims on the part of Van HaUei, 
they arriyed at the gates of the town, where a 
£riend of theirs was impatiently waiting th^ 
ittriyal, to make use of a stratagem, by whieh the 
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paasporte of hia fi!ieBds dimld paai tbe oedeal 
of llie eominissioik^ st«iion^ tbene^ Oa tbnr 
miyal) lie b)mself went tow«ards the gate witii 
a passport, whieh, on examinatflon^ the poliee 
<^Boer foi]Bdnot indue ibnnsaad whiehhe took 
immediately to the eommissioiier, wbo was in ao 
inner loom. This officer, agieeing with his de.- 
pendent, that the passport was not in due ^orm, 
a di^pute arose between them and ihe bearer, 
wbo tenaekmsly inasted that it was right Wlien 
the diseussion beeame so animated that it grew 
aUnost into a dispute, 6andovaI and hiis friend 
aniyed, and submitted th^r passports with 
every morie of politeneis to the inq!)ection of tbe 
eommissioner, who, too mueh engrossed with the 
subject under diseussion to attend minutely to 
them, just glaneed his eyes. over, and retumed 
the papers with — " AU right. Let the gentlemen 

pass." 

They bowed and hastened out rf Madrid, 
leaving their friend to effect his reeoneiUation 
with the eommissioner. This first impediment 
thus overcome, they immediately repaired to 
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the plaee where two fine horses were in readu 
ness for them, mounted, and set off on their 
joumey by moonlight. On the foIlowing day 
ihey entered the Somosierra mountains, and 
followed the long ehain whieh extends from 
within a short distanoe of Madrid to the oon- 
fines of Nayarre, through paths with whieh 
Sandoyal was well acquainted, and whieh are as 
eraggy, wild, and dreary as they are unfre- 
quented. During their jouicney, and as far as tbe 
yalley of Bastan, nothing oeeurred worth reeord- 
ing, Yan Hallen throwing no longer any im- 
pediment in the way of his Aight; whieh he 
now rather hastened, as he said, in order to 
reaeh some plaee where he might see a human 
face^ and enjoy the pleasures a[ soeiety. 

In the Yalley of Bastan, the innkeeper, at 
whose house they took up their quarters for 
the night, and for whom they had brought a 
letter of reoommendation. in whieh he was 
reque6ted to proeure for them a guide to eross 
the P^rrenees, informed them of his having 
received one or two days before several war- 
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rants, the most important and peremptory ot 
ivhich was one against Don Antonio Van 
Hallen, who had made his eseape from the 
Inquisition, adding tbat similar warrants had' 
been sent to the officer8 of the preyentiye 
seryiee, who guarded ^the passes of the moun- 
tains. It was yery doubtful, therefore, whether 
they would be able to elude the yigilanee of 
those men, unless the two friends would agree 
to make the desperate attempt of eros^ing ihe 
Pyrenees through the difficult and perilous pass^ 
ealled Troehas^ at whieh an officer was seldom 
stationed. On an oeeasion of sueh imminent risk, 
the two travellers would seareely haye hesitated 
at making an attempt even at Aying; aeeord- 
ingly they re<{uested the landlord to lose no 
time in looking out for a guide who should be 
well acquainted with the road. In this, how- 
ever, he was unsuccessful, as all his own peopk 
were then abroad, and he would not trust any of 
his acquaintance8 with sueh an iropbrtant seeret. 
On the other hand, the news that two gende- 
men of distinetion had arrived at the yillage 
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spread through it like wild-fire, and it was eym 

tearei that a spy of General Espekta, Yiee- 

roj of Navarre, who was tben inlthe yillage, 

entertained some su^ieions respeeting them ; 

both whieh eireumstanees rendered a longer 

stay there highly imprudent. They, therefore, 

determined to set off early next morning (whieh 

£»1;unately happened to be Corpu$ Ghristi day) 

and make an attempt to pass the mountains 

thioagh the passes of £lizondo and Amaya, 

die nearest and least difficult in that yieinity. 

To haye a better ehanee of sueeess in effect* 
Qg this, without being detained by the officers 
f the eustoms, who in both passes were yery 
umerous^ the two trayellers rode as fast as the 
ountainous nature of the eountry permitted, 
order to arriye at Elizondo about the time 
whieh people would be attending the re- 
ious * festiyal of the day. In this they 
re ^ortunate ^ough; for they reaehed the 
!a^ just at the moment when the proeession 
} issuing out of the ehureh, attaided by eyery 
ig in the yillage, male or female, young or 
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old, sound or Gripple, and by all the officer6 of 
tbe eustoms, who aeted the important.post of 
pall and standard bearers, mueh to the* sorrow 
of the able bodied youths, who had looked 
forward with anxiety to that office for mon'ths 
before. The band of musie on this solemn 
oeeasion eonsisted of two bag-pipeS) a kettle- 
drum, and a fife, who relieved eaeh other or 
played togetber^ just a& the saeristan direeted^ 
the unequal and unharmonious voices of the 
men, women, and ehildren^ mingUng with' those 
sounds, and produeing a tolerable eaeophony. 
While the eustom-house officers, and the rest of 
the people were thus devoutly employed, our 
two fugitives made the best of their way out oi^ 
the ^illage, though not unobserved by the 
ibrmer, who, however, did not think proper to 
quit the august eeremony, in whieh they bore so 
distinguished a part, in order to stop them. 

In Amaya, however, they were not so for- 
tunate. Obiiged to eross a narrow defile, at 
the extremity of whieh is a small bridge, whieh 
at the time of their arrival was oeeupied by a 




THE FB££MASON. 419 , 

partybf eustom-house officers, they found them^ 
«elyps suddenly surrounded by those men, who 
fieiziiig\heir horses' bridles, demanded, in their 
lisual tone of insolent eommand, their passports. 
These they examined with the most minute 
pro]ixity, after whieh their chief drew from his 
poeket a paper, the eontents of 1vhich he began 
to read to himself, now and then fixing his 
steady and penetrating eyes on Van Hallen, 
who seemed to show the utmost indifference 
and serenity, no^ whistling a tune, and now 
pointing out to Sandoval some of the wild 
seenery of the mountains. The prineipal 
>fficer haTing made his own eomparisons, ealled 
round him some of his men, to whom he 
poke in a low tone of voice ; they all tumed 
leir eyes on the eolonel, and then hstened tq 
le remarks of their chief, eontrasting them 
ith the eountenanee and person of Van Halkn. 
Tter a short conference among them, the chief 
{uested him to alight from his horse, whieh ' 
did by leaping lightly to the ground, while 
; dfficers surrounded him^ and examinf^d hi» 
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height, person, and features in sueh a m'an^er as 
was enough of itself to disooneert and alarm the 
iDost inhoeent, or impudent man em earth» But 
Y^ Hallen had tasted of the J[nquisitor^s whee], 
and had not Aindied even then : nloreoyer, he 
was possessed of singular presenee of mind, art- 
Ailness, and powers of disdmulation^and wasfuUy 
resohred not to be borne down by the inquisitive 
«mS searehiiig looks of men whom he inwardly 
despised. ' Aeeordingly'he appeared as uneon- 
eemed as Diogeries before Alexander. The 
officers then put numberless questions to him, 
whieh he answered with eareless indifi^ence, 
though now and then, he afiected a well timed 
surprise al their import. In a word, he went 
through his part with unparalleled skill, and 
sueeeeded in foiling the suspidons of the whole 
«et 

Their passports being then retumed to them, 
the twofnends then rode dff ; at first leisurely, 
and without onee tuming baek their heads, but 
on passing the angle of a roek whieh sereened 
their persons from the ofiicers, they eommeneed 
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a rfiarp trot. No sooner, howerer, had they' 
disappeared, than the officers' suspieions were* 
renewed, and they resolyed to take to their 
horses, in order to oyertake the Tugitiyes, make 
fresh inquiries, and, iinallyy bring them baek, if 
their answers should not be satisfactory. This 
resolution formed, it was immediately executed 'p • 
but no sooner did the^ti^a tray^llers b^ th^/ 
distant trampfiiig of horses, wh]cl| nio8j| roeky 
and silent defiles re-eehoed ten£dd, than sus- 
peetiiig. th§ eanse that produeed tliem^ they 
elapped spurs to their horses, and galloping 
swittly over the remainder of the Spanish 
territory, reaehed the top of a mountain, where 
the stony eross and pillar that marked the limits 
of his Oatholie Majesty^s dominions, seemed to 
weleome them to another land, where Fer- 
dinand's despotism ended. 

On the top of this mouhtain the two fugitive 
freemasons stopped their horses to breathe 
awhile, and east their looks baek, and saw the 
pursuing party appear, halt on pereeiying their 
prey eompletely out of their reaeh, 'and soon 
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after turn their horses, and with a slow and 
disappointed paee, again disappear. 

A dode enifaiace.df mutual oongratulation 
between the two ^riends /ollowed the happy 
O(^hision of thk^aiiiguliGiry and almoat ineredible 
eseape. ^ 
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